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that we could have,” she says as the 
current director of innovation research. 

The organization’s zeal is not only 
winning over employees, but criminal 
justice stakeholders as well.

“They’re very passionate about 
bringing transparency and good data 
to the criminal justice system,” says Jeff 
Reisig, the elected prosecutor for Yolo 
County, California.  “I could hear it in 
their voices.”

Reisig, who has spent more than 
two decades in the prosecutor’s of� ce, 
is excited about Measures for Justice’s 
potential to clean up the state’s data 
situation and improve criminal jus-
tice reform.

“The reality then—and frankly the 
reality still now—is that data in Califor-
nia is very fragmented, it’s not compre-
hensive,” he says, adding that there’s no 
central repository where someone can 
track a case. “When it comes to crimi-
nal justice data in California, I feel like 
we’re still driving a horse and buggy.” 

Since having embraced more aggres-
sive criminal justice reform in 2014, 
California has recategorized some 
nonviolent felonies as misdemeanors , 
curtailed the use of adult charging 
of youth offenders , legalized 
marijuana  and greatly curtailed 
the use of cash bail , which will 
be put to a public vote in No-
vember 2020. 

Reisig says that without 
better data, “a lot of these 
reforms are shooting into 
the wind, hoping these 
things work.”

The situation may be 
changing, however.

Last fall, the state passed 
a law  that will improve access to 
criminal justice data and establish 
new reporting requirements across 
the criminal justice system. The 
jump-off for this law was 
a report  from Stanford 
University on the lack of 
criminal justice data 
in the state and a 
similar, successful 
legislative effort 
in Florida.

Measures for Justice was cen-
tral to both .

In Florida, legislators realized the 
gap in the state’s criminal justice data 
and passed a � rst-of-its-kind law  in 
2018 that will lead to the collection 
of about 140 data points across the 
criminal justice continuum—from arrest 
to release—standardize that data across 
the state and publish it online. 

“I never expected the Florida legisla-
tion,” Bach says. But she’s embraced the 
new angle to their work, because “this 
is clearly where the puck is going and 
where people want to play.”

Now, the conservative legislative 
agenda-setting organization the Amer-
ican Legislative Exchange Council has 
published  model legislation based on 
the Florida law, and the criminal justice 
reform committee at the nonpartisan 

Uniform Law Commission  is consid-
ering the topic for further review. As 
of the fall, a half-dozen other states  
are looking to pass similar legislation, 
Escobar says.

Bach and her team expect that as 
more data becomes available, people 
will build new tools that can provide 
insights to journalists, policymakers and 
criminal justice system stakeholders like 
courts, defense lawyers and prosecutors.

Meanwhile, as the organization 
barrels ahead, Silver says that its 
rapid success comes down to the peo-
ple involved.

“Our team and leadership, we are 
much more than the sum of its parts. 
We have an amazing ability to challenge 
each other in a healthy way and strive 
for excellence,” she says. “We’ve been 
quite successful because of that.”���Q
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