
Breakout Session Safety-driven V&V and Assessment: The Great 
International Debate

Session Topic Summary 

• Sharing views on ADS assessment and V&V

• Understanding Safe and Competent Driving and its corresponding 
metrics

• Understanding, debating and challenging different positions on ADS 
Safety and Assessment
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Key Findings and Lessons Learned

• Driving is a form of Social Interaction

• Interaction between driver and vehicle needs to be tested, and part of type-approval

• Different stances on comparing human and AV driving & different approaches (i.e. Type 
Approval vs Self Certification)

• Assessment needs to be about nominal functions and failure cases

• For now, it seems that we have more Q’s than A’s… i.e.

• What is safe driving? or

• Does task decomposition helps with V&V and Assessment?

• The validation of ADS safety should be done after deployment as well

• ADS behavior should be consistent and predictable

• V2V is of significant importance both, for mixed traffic and AVs only
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Outcomes & Research Needs Statements

• V&V needs to show that the measures reduce the risk as intended

• Strong need for Defining the Skills of a Competent Driver (cf. UN 
Regulation No. 157)

• Validation and Assessment needs acceptable argumentation, as goes 
for AV application

• Safety V&V and Assessment needs explicit acceptance and 
performance criteria 
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