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We provide 
clever, affordable, 
game-changing 
tools for Canvas

DesignPLUS
Must-have Design Toolset

TidyUP  
Course Clean Up Tool

ReadyGO  
Course Lifecycle Management System

UDOIT 
Course Accessibility Assistant

Cidiscape  
Data Reporting

ObservEd 
Student Performance Monitoring



Goals
Session participants will be able to…

● Organize content to reduce cognitive overload and 
support a focus on learning.

● Engage learners with interactive and visually 
appealing course designs.

● Create courses that are accessible by design.



The Research



Strategy 1
Leverage Cognitive 

Load Theory for Clearer 
Course Design



Research says…

Chunking content 
helps learners manage 

cognitive load







Research says…

When learners must attend to 
two separate items at the same 

time–such as text and a 
corresponding image–they utilize 

more processing capacity





Research says…

Visual structures 
reduce cognitive load and 

improve concept retention, 
as well as boost future 

assessment performance









Must-have Design Toolset



Strategy 2
Boost Engagement 
with Multimedia & 

Interactive Elements



Research says…

Online formative assessment and 
feedback has been linked with positive 

learning outcomes, including: 
● Increased student self-monitoring
● Engagement 
● Concept retention
● Motivation
● Assessment performance





Research says…

Guiding students’ cognitive processing 
and allowing students to control the 

pace of presentation help learners 
actively engage with learning while 

managing cognitive overload





Must-have Design Toolset



Strategy 3 
Design for Accessibility 

from the Start



Research says…

65% of students with a disability do not report it





Research says…

Concrete examples and models have 
been shown to be more effective for 

than general principles

● promoting teacher learning 
● concept implementation
● student achievement 



Summary
1. Leverage Cognitive Load Theory for Clearer Course Design
2. Boost Engagement with Multimedia & Interactive Elements
3. Design for Accessibility from the Start



Design Matters Digest

A monthly newsletter bringing together 
research and action

to improve online course design



Questions?

cidilabs.com

http://www.cidilabs.com

