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An observatory for natural forces is an apparatus in the landscape, recording and tracking site phenomena. Developed through rigorous physical model experimentation, its modular components give the project its volumetric and tectonic expression. The observatory comprises a linear sequence of hairpin-shaped trusses that vary in size and position to accommodate different functions. An elevated pathway connects these modules, while interstitial stairways and cantilevered landings offer individual access and uninterrupted views. Each module rotates mechanically to engage different site aspects: horizontally, observers occupy the interiors to hover over the river and precipice; upright, they collect rainwater and enable celestial viewing. The largest module spins down to track the waterfall, propelling observers closer to nature's dynamics. Occupants of the Machine on the Horizon acquire knowledge through its mechanical expression, illuminating the site and fostering a deeper connection to nature. 
