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CAPTION: The community Common House is the social and
cultural heart of Bozeman Cohousing, where residents gather
for meals, celebrations, and meetings. The building includes
a dining hall, shared kitchen, kids’ room, fitness space,
coworking areas, and shared guest rooms. The architecture
balances warmth and efficiency, combining high-performance
building envelopes with natural materials. Together with the
glass-covered lane, it embodies the project’s commitment

to environmental stewardship, human connection, and all-
electric net-zero energy living; all achieved within a modest
budget.
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CAPTION: The glass-covered central lane connects homes

to the Common House, the social nucleus of Bozeman
Cohousing. This passively conditioned pedestrian “street” is
designed to fosterer spontaneous connections throughout the
year, even in Montana’s cold winters. The lane’s transparent
canopy captures sunlight by day and glows warmly at night,
embodying the community’s ideals of openness, resilience,
and comfort through sustainable design. Beneath it, residents
share coffee, meals, and conversation, turning circulation
space into a communal living room that defines the spirit of
this net-zero energy cohousing community.
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CAPTION: In each residential pod, neighbors spontaneously
encounter one another in shared courtyards and along
pedestrian lanes. The clustered homes create micro-
neighborhoods within the larger development, nurturing
smaller social circles and supporting both privacy and
connection. Project-wide, forty-three simple, compact
dwellings, ranging from studios to three-bedroom homes,
maintain affordability while high-performance building
strategies ensure comfort year-round. The outdoor spaces
between homes become extensions of daily life, where
children play and adults gather casually, reinforcing the sense
of belonging, central to the cohousing model.
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CAPTION: Front porches mediate between the private and
community realms, enhancing the residents’ access to both
essentials. As you water your plants or sip your morning
coffee, a neighbor might stroll by and strike up a conversation.
These spontaneous exchanges turn simple routines into
moments of community. The Architecture employed color and
material juxtapositions to create a unique sense of identity
for each home, while also highlighting regionally-harvested
materials. The front porches serve as thresholds between
private life and shared experience, illustrating how modest,
well-crafted homes can at once support affordability, comfort,
and belonging.
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CAPTION: The site plan illustrates Bozeman Cohousing’s vision
for walkable, ecological living. While most contemporary
American neighborhoods prioritize privacy and vehicular
access, human interaction drives the site planning of this
project. Five residential pods are linked by a pedestrian
woonerf and cluster around a generous common greenspace.
On a daily basis the central green hosts informal pickup ball
games and pond hocky by winter. Parking is intentionally
located at the perimeter to create a safe, car-free pedestrian
core. A rehabilitated riparian corridor and the preserved open
space support native habitat and food production. The site
planning integrates community gardens, walking paths, and
gathering spaces, allowing people and wildlife to coexist in a
restored prairie landscape. Designed through a participatory
process, the layout balances affordability, sustainability, and
social connection, offering a replicable model for resilient
community design.
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