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By combining built elements, 
judiciously placed paving, and new 
plantings, Downtown Cary gently 
blurs the line between the growing 
municipality and North Carolina’s 
forested, topographically 
undulating Piedmont Region. 

Adjacent to the Urban Stage in 
Downtown Cary Park, a stormwater 
management feature becomes a 
scenic element, making the site both 
environmentally responsible and 
visually striking.

Softly winding paths, paved 
in a stone that adds scale and 
texture, build upon the forms 
already found in the area. The 
academy pavilion, urban stage, 
and gathering space respond to 
the rhythm set by landscape and 
urban gestures.

© Tzu Chen
email: info@tzuchen.com  Ph: 919.578.1781                         



© Tzu Chen
email: info@tzuchen.com  Ph: 919.578.1781                         

Since its opening, Downtown Cary 
Park has become a catalyst for 
development, spurring housing, 
retail spaces, and commercial 
buildings throughout the town. 
Townhouses abut the park, 
adding dynamism to the adjacent 
neighborhood. 

The Academy Pavilion and plaza take 
cues from the local streetscape—
building heights, wooden porches, 
and tree-filled set-backs—while 
incorporating a new language. 
Community rooms round out this 
connection to the neighborhood.
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The park itself is organized into outdoor rooms, each 
programatically unique and knit together by sinuous 
paths and orchestrated site lines. 
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The ponds at the Downtown 
Cary Park were designed 
as a resilient infrastructure, 
supporting a regional scale 
storm-water management 
network while also serving as 
an amenity for park visitors.

Normal Pool 1 yr Storm Event 10 yr Storm Event 100 yr Storm Event 500 yr Storm Event

1 yr      / 486.72

10 yr    / 487.84

100 yr  / 488.51

500 yr  / 489.66
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