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The Beautiful Lasts 

GOOD EVENING - DISTINGUISHED FACULTY, HONORED GUESTS, PROUD PARENTS, 
FAMILIES, AND, MOST IMPORTANTLY - THE EXTRAORDINARY GRADUATING CLASS OF 
2025! IT IS AN HONOR TO CELEBRATE THIS MOMENT WITH ALL OF YOU. 
 
TONIGHT, I STAND BEFORE YOU WITH A UNIQUE BLEND OF EMOTIONS - PRIDE, JOY, 
NOSTALGIA, AND IF I’M BEING HONEST, A BIT OF DISBELIEF. FOR MANY YEARS, I HAVE 
BEEN BLESSED TO STAND ON THIS STAGE, REPRESENTING OUR GREAT DISTRICT AS 
WE CELEBRATE THE SUCCESS OF OUR STUDENTS. IT’S ALWAYS ONE OF MY 
FAVORITE EVENINGS OF THE YEAR. BUT THIS ONE - THIS ONE HITS DIFFERENTLY. 
BECAUSE THIS YEAR, I’M NOT JUST YOUR SUPERINTENDENT. BUT LIKE MR. KAUL 
HERE, I’M ALSO THE PROUD DAD OF A GRADUATE SITTING OUT THERE IN CAP AND 
GOWN. AND LIKE MANY OF YOU, I’M WONDERING HOW WE GOT HERE SO FAST. 
 
IT’S A BEAUTIFUL AND COMPLICATED THING, WATCHING SOMEONE YOU LOVE GROW 
UP.  AS THE GREAT SCHOLAR, ACTRESS, AND COMEDIAN AMY POEHLER ONCE SAID, 
“PARENTING IS LIKE A SERIES OF SHORT STORIES.” EACH CHAPTER BEGINS, AND 
YOU DON’T KNOW HOW IT’S GOING TO GO. THERE ARE FAMILIAR AND UNFAMILIAR 
CHARACTERS, TWISTS, AND TURNS. AND JUST WHEN YOU FINALLY HIT YOUR STRIDE 
- WHEN YOU THINK TO YOURSELF, “I LOVE THIS STORY, I’VE GOT IT NOW” - IT ENDS. 
AND THE NEXT ONE BEGINS. DIFFERENT SETTING. DIFFERENT TONE. SAME MAIN 
CHARACTERS - JUST A LITTLE OLDER.  
 
THAT’S WHAT MAKES TONIGHT SO POWERFUL. TONIGHT THIS SHORT STORY ENDS. 
IT’S ONE OF THE “BEAUTIFUL LASTS.”  
 
IT’S EASY TO SPOT THE FIRSTS.  

●​ FIRST TIME YOU LOOK INTO YOUR BABY’S EYES.  
●​ FIRST STEPS.  
●​ FIRST DAY OF SCHOOL.  
●​ FIRST TIME BEHIND THE WHEEL.  

 
BUT THE LASTS? THEY ARE QUIET. THEY SNEAK PAST YOU. AND YOU DON’T KNOW 
IT’S THE LAST UNTIL IT’S PASSED.  
 

●​ THE LAST TIME YOUR CHILD WANTS TO HOLD YOUR HAND AS THEY WALK INTO 
SCHOOL. 

●​ THE LAST TIME YOU WERE THE HERO FOR CHECKING UNDER THE BED FOR 
MONSTERS OR TAKING OUT A SPIDER.  

●​ *OR*  THE LAST TIME YOU GRAB THEIR LUNCH AND DO THE WALK OF SHAME 
TO DROP IT OFF AT THE SCHOOL OFFICE BECAUSE THEY FORGOT IT - AGAIN. 



 
AT THE TIME, THEY CAN FEEL LIKE CHORES. BUT ONE DAY - WITHOUT WARNING - 
THOSE THINGS STOP HAPPENING. AND YOU REALIZE: THOSE MOMENTS WEREN’T 
INTERRUPTIONS. THEY WERE PART OF THE STORY. 
 
I’VE SPENT NEARLY THREE DECADES IN EDUCATION, AND IN THAT TIME, I’VE SEEN 
HOW FAST THE PAGES TURN. AND I’VE ALSO LEARNED THAT THE GOAL ISN’T TO BE 
PERFECT - NOT AS A STUDENT, A TEACHER, OR A PARENT, AND CERTAINLY NOT AS A 
SUPERINTENDENT. THE GOAL IS TO STAY PRESENT. TO HOLD ON TO THE LITTLE 
THINGS. BECAUSE THAT’S WHERE OUR HUMANITY LIVES. 
 

●​ IT LIVES IN THE SCHOOL BOOKS AND PAPERS, ALWAYS COVERING THE 
KITCHEN TABLE 

●​ THE TOYS SCATTERED ALL OVER THE HOUSE 
●​ THE ROADTRIP DETOURS 
●​ THE EYE-ROLLS 
●​ THE INSIDE JOKES  
●​ AND YES - EVEN THE 24 TOWELS USED BY TWO TEENAGE GIRLS IN ONLY SIX 

DAYS. AS I DO THE LAUNDRY, I CAN’T COMPREHEND HOW THIS IS POSSIBLE.  
 
WE CAN’T SLOW TIME DOWN. BUT WE CAN PAY ATTENTION. AND IF WE’RE LUCKY, WE 
CAN CARRY THOSE LITTLE PIECES FORWARD - INTO THE NEXT STORY. 
 
TO THE GRADUATES - THIS NIGHT IS ALL ABOUT YOU. YOU’VE DONE IT! YOU’VE PUT IN 
THE WORK. YOU’VE SURVIVED THE PAPERS, THE TESTS, THE PROJECTS, AND THE 
PRESENTATIONS. THROUGH IT ALL, YOU’VE GROWN. YOU’VE BUILT FRIENDSHIPS. 
YOU’VE MADE MEMORIES. AND YOU’VE SUCCESSFULLY NAVIGATED THROUGH THE 
STORIES OUTLINED FOR YOU THUS FAR. 
 
BUT NOW, THINGS CHANGE. AFTER TONIGHT, YOU’RE STEPPING INTO A WORLD THAT 
WILL ASK YOU TO TAKE THE PEN AND BECOME THE AUTHOR.  
 
AND YOUR PARENTS, THEY’RE YOUR CONSULTANTS NOW. I THINK I SPEAK FOR ALL 
OF US WHEN I SAY - WE’LL STILL BE HERE - JUST IN THE BACKGROUND, TEXTING YOU 
REMINDERS, CHECKING IN TO SEE HOW YOU’RE DOING, AND WHEN NECESSARY, 
VENMO-ING MONEY WHEN YOU FORGET YOUR LUNCH. 
 
IN THESE NEXT STORIES, YOU’LL CHASE DREAMS, FACE CHALLENGES, BUILD NEW 
RELATIONSHIPS, AND DISCOVER WHO YOU ARE. AND ALONG THE WAY, PLEASE PAY 
ATTENTION TO THE ONES WHO ARE WITH YOU ON YOUR JOURNEY. BECAUSE AT THE 
END OF IT ALL, IT’S NOT ABOUT YOUR TITLE, YOUR BANK ACCOUNT BALANCE, OR THE 
SQUARE FOOTAGE OF YOUR HOME. IT’S ABOUT THE PEOPLE YOU LOVE - AND THE 
PEOPLE WHO LOVE YOU BACK. 
 



TO ALL THE PARENTS, GRANDPARENTS, SIBLINGS, AUNTS, UNCLES, AND FRIENDS 
OUT THERE - I SEE YOU. I’M WITH YOU. YOU’RE PROBABLY HOLDING IT TOGETHER BY 
A THREAD, AND MAYBE YOU’VE ALREADY STARTED TO REFLECT ON YOUR LASTS. 
THAT’S OKAY. WE’RE ALLOWED TO FEEL ALL THE FEELINGS. BECAUSE, MAN, THIS IS 
REAL! 
 
SO TONIGHT, LAUGH A LITTLE. CRY A LITTLE. HUG SOMEONE A LITTLE LONGER THAN 
USUAL. AND REMEMBER THIS MOMENT. BECAUSE THIS ONE? IT’S A KEEPER. 
 
THERE’S A LINE FROM THE PLAY OUR TOWN THAT’S ALWAYS STAYED WITH ME: “DO 
ANY HUMAN BEINGS EVER REALIZE LIFE WHILE THEY LIVE IT?” MY ANSWER - MAYBE 
NOT ALWAYS, BUT I’D SAY IT’S THE MOMENTS LIKE THIS - WHEN WE DO. 
 
CLASS OF 2025 - YOU’RE READY. YOU’RE LOVED. AND WE ARE SO VERY PROUD OF 
YOU! 
 
CONGRATULATIONS!  
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