
1918 SPRING 2025

BHS BOYS 
TRACK AND 
FIELD 
RALLIES 
FOR 
IMPRESSIVE 
STATE RUN

When one of the fastest sprinters in Kern 
County history goes down with an injury, it’s 
safe to assume the season would be difficult 
to salvage.
But for the Bakersfield High boys track and 
field team this season, adversity only made the 
Drillers stronger.
As a sophomore in 2024, Jalen Ford broke on 
to the state scene with a third-place finish at 
the CIF State Track and Field Championships 
in the boys 100-meter dash.
But a hamstring injury Ford suffered during 
the boys 400 relay at the Southwest Yosemite 
Valley League finals shut down the junior for 
the rest of the season.
That’s when his teammates stepped up. 
“Late in our season we experienced a major 
blow to our boys 4x100 and 4x400 relay
teams with the loss of Jalen Ford, who is a very 
special part of what we do in the sprints,” BHS 
coach Kim Jenkins said. “Despite his absence 
,both teams ran the fastest times of the season 
and both teams advanced to the CIF State 
Championships. I met with the team after our 
league championship meet and asked each and 
every member of those teams to step up and
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run better than we had all year in the absence of Jalen and 
they all answered the call including our alternates.”
With some tweaks to the foursome in the 400 relay, Jenkins 
added Bryce Gridiron into the fold with Isaiah Richard, 
Brenton Brown and Damarious Johnson. That foursome 
advanced out of the Division I championships with a second 
place finish and, a week later, set a season-best time of 41.42 
seconds at the Section Masters Championships to advance to 
the state meet, where they finished eighth in the state finals. 
“The theme was ‘It’s not what happens to you but how you 
respond to what happens that counts,’” Jenkins said. “And I 
couldn’t be more proud of their performances than I was at 
the Masters meet, knowing what was at stake.”
The boys 1,600 relay team of Kamren Owens, David Avena, 
Gridiron and Richard also advanced out of Masters with a 
state-qualifying time and finished 20th overall at state.
While the relay teams rallied, BHS senior triple jumper 
Damari Miller was making a name for himself.

After not qualifying out of the Division  
I meet last spring in the triple jump, 
Miller etched his name as yet another 
state medalist jumper for the Drillers 
this season.
From April 25 to the D-I finals on May 
16, Miller began to really find his stride, 
improving his mark of 45 feet, 10.5 inch-
es at Patriot Games to 47-0.25.
Then in his final day as a high school 
athlete, Miller had the night of his life.
In his first three attempts in the state 
finals at Buchanan High in Clovis, Miller 
set three consecutive PRs and finished 
third at state with a leap of 49-6.5.
That mark was the fourth-best in the 
state this season and 23rd-best in the 
United States.
“He is very talented but quiet and very 
humble, yet has the ability to lead the 
jump team by his actions on the runway,” 
Jenkins said. “He will be sorely missed 
as he’s been a very important part of our 
jump crew.”
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