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At Harmony Public Schools, fine arts and culture programs do 
more than spark creativity—they open doors. 

Whether students are stepping onto a stage, capturing a 
moment through a camera lens, or shaping stories through 
design, these opportunities become a bridge to imagination, 
confidence, and new possibilities. Through the arts, Harmony 
students discover their voices, build important life skills, and 
gain the courage to explore who they can become.

Setting the Stage
One powerful example of this creative growth is at Harmony 
School of Excellence-Austin, where a newly-founded theater 
club is opening a world of dramatic opportunities for students 
in grades 6 through 12.

Launched in Fall 2025 under the direction of teacher Adrienne 
Harmon, the after-school program marks the school’s first 
official introduction to live performing arts. Harmon said the 
idea grew out of a desire to give students more exposure to 
the liberal arts and a chance to experience the magic of live 
theater firsthand.

In its first semester, the Theater Club has already offered 
students remarkable opportunities to engage with professional 
productions and be introduced to the Austin theater 
community. Earlier this fall, 36 students and staff attended 
a performance of “Much Ado About Nothing” at the historic 
Curtain Theater. The evening was particularly memorable, not 
just because it was a famous Shakespeare play, but because 
it was the final performance at the venue.

“It was almost a magical feeling,” said Jessie H., a 10th-grade 
student who was one of two Harmony Public Schools–Central 
Texas students invited on stage at The Curtain Theater before 
the performance. “The theater seemed to wrap around me. I 
liked seeing all the seats surrounding me.”

According to Harmon, several students received T-shirts 
from ATX Theatre, while others were upgraded to box seats. 
Two students even got the chance to join performers from 
another high school onstage to read lines and explore the 
theater’s trap doors, a behind-the-scenes look that few play 
enthusiasts get to experience.

Soon after, 43 students and staff attended Austin Playhouse’s 
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production of “The Importance of Being Earnest.” The outing 
was equally exciting, featuring free shirts, balcony seats, and 
an opportunity for students to experience professional theater 
at its finest. 

“It’s one of my favorite plays! When I heard it was being 
performed, I jumped at the chance to take students,” Harmon 
said.

The outings were made possible through the generosity of 
ATX Theatre and the Bennett Raccah Charitable Fund (BRCF), 
organizations that support access to live performance for Title 
I schools and student groups.

Due to a fortunate mistake, the partnership began when 
Harmon accidentally clicked the wrong email link while inquiring 
about tickets. The error led her to a BRCF representative. This 
unexpected connection quickly turned into a blessing. The 
organization offered 50 tickets for each play, ensuring not only 
Theater Club members but also students from other grades 
and clubs could attend high-quality performances at no cost.

“It was my best experience,” said Justin N., a 12th-grade 
student who attended both performances. “The characters 
were amazing, the stories were interesting.”

Looking ahead, Harmon and her students plan to take their 
inspiration from the professionals they’ve seen on stage. The 
Theater Club has announced plans to perform both “Much 
Ado About Nothing” and “The Importance of Being Earnest” 
themselves during the spring of 2026.

For Harmon, this is just the beginning of what she hopes 
will become a long-standing tradition of theater at Harmony 
School of Excellence.

“The arts teach empathy, confidence, and communication—
skills that extend far beyond the stage,” Harmon said. “If our 
students leave this club with those lessons and a love for the 
craft, then we’ve already succeeded.”

From Theater Arts to Storytelling
Theater isn’t the only place where students are finding their 
voice through the fine arts.

At Harmony School of Science Middle High-El Paso, the 
yearbook club is helping transform school life into a visual 
legacy that families, students, and staff will treasure for years 
to come.

From classroom activities and science fairs to academic 
celebrations and cultural events, students are telling stories 
through photography, writing, and design while building skills 
in organization, communication, and leadership.

“The Yearbook Club helps students see the world from a 
different perspective,” said Sandra Marquez, HSS-El Paso 
business manager and yearbook club mentor. “They learn to 
notice the small but meaningful moments that make up our 
school community and turn them into lasting memories that 
everyone can cherish.”

Their work reminds the Harmony community that creativity 
is not just about art; it is about storytelling, connection, and 
celebrating every chapter of the journey.

The Science Behind Creative Learning
Behind these inspiring stories lies solid educational research.

With the implementation of STEM SOS, Harmony’s project-
based learning model, educators observed an unexpected 
result: the arts did not compete with science and mathematics 
but flourished alongside them, because both subjects sparked 
a deep connection to creative thinking.

Students who spent mornings designing robots spent 
afternoons composing music, and somehow both pursuits 
made them better learners.

Zina Hemingway arrived as curriculum director of Fine Arts 
at precisely the right moment to nurture this organic growth. 
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Under her guidance, what started as scattered 
creative activities evolved into a comprehensive 
arts ecosystem spanning 65-plus campuses 
across Texas.

“Long before children can hold a pencil or 
diagram a molecule, they sing, dance, design, 
and dream,” Hemingway said. “By creating towers 
of alphabet blocks, students explore the stories 
that shape both their world and concept of self. 
Those ABC block constructs are sculptures, the 
narratives of what has been built are stories, 
and the nursery rhymes sung while building are 
often songs. For each turn in the kaleidoscope 
of effective teaching and learning, the Arts are an 
essential component.”

The transformation wasn’t just administrative. 
It was deeply personal for Harmony students 
discovering new dimensions of themselves through 
creative expression. Guitar classes began drawing 
students who had never considered themselves 
musical. Theater clubs attracted aspiring 
engineers. Visual arts programs welcomed future 
scientists eager to explore spatial relationships 
through paint and clay.

Dance and movement programs at Harmony 
even serve multiple developmental functions. The 
improvisational nature of dance primes the brain 
for generating new ideas—essential for innovation 
in any field. Movement literally activates the brain, 
increasing blood flow and neural connectivity that 
enhances learning readiness across all subjects.

 

Building Bridges to Tomorrow
Similar stories continue to unfold daily across 
Harmony campuses. Students discover hidden 
talents, develop confidence, and build skills that 
complement their STEM education. The arts don’t 
compete with analytical thinking—they enhance 
it, creating well-rounded graduates prepared for 
an interconnected world requiring both technical 
expertise and creative problem-solving.

Rising academic achievement scores, increased 
student applications and new campuses being 
built across Texas reflect growing recognition 
of Harmony’s integrated approach. But the real 
measure of success lives in moments like Jessie’s 
theatrical epiphany and Justin’s authentic high 
school experience.

In Harmony’s halls, where STEM meets arts 
and innovation dances with imagination, every 
student’s story continues to unfold.

“The arts teach empathy, 
confidence, and 

communication—skills 
that extend far

beyond the stage.”
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