Mayor’s Speech — Booker T. Washington STEM Academy Ribbon Cutting
[INTRO]

What a proud day for the City of Suffolk and for Booker T. Washington Elementary School
community. | am Suffolk City Mayor, Mike Duman, and on behalf of our City Council and the
residents we serve, | am honored to celebrate the launch of the new STEM Academy here at
Booker T. Washington Elementary School.

Today is about more than a ribbon cutting—it is the beginning of something transformative. As
the first elementary lab school in the Commonwealth of Virginia, Booker T. Washington is setting
the standard. Through a strong partnership with Old Dominion University, our students will now
have access to resources, expertise, and opportunities that connect the classroom to higher
education and to future careers. This collaboration demonstrates what can happen when a city,
a school division, and a university come together with one shared purpose: to give every child
the very best start.

When we talk about STEM—science, technology, engineering, and mathematics—we’re not just
talking about subjects on a schedule. It's about curiosity, problem-solving, and imagination. It's
about preparing our young learners for jobs that may not even exist yet, but which will shape the
future of our city, our state, and our nation. This Academy will help our students build those
habits early, and it will open doors to opportunities that many of us could only imagine at their
age.

To our School Board, division leadership, and partner, Old Dominion University—thank you for
your vision and determination. Creating a STEM Academy takes more than a good idea; it takes
training, resources, and countless hours of planning. To our principal and the entire BTW team,
your dedication is the heart of this effort. Excellence is not a destination—it’s a daily practice.
And today we commit to removing barriers, expanding access, and ensuring that every
child—no matter their zip code—has a pathway to thrive.

Students, let me speak directly to you. You are problem-solvers. You are inventors. You are
leaders. The robots you program, the bridges you build, the experiments you design—these are
not just class projects. They are steppingstones to solutions our city and our world will need. We
can’t wait to see what you discover.

As Mayor, | pledge the City’s continued support—because your success is Suffolk’s success.
[OUTRO]

Congratulations, Booker T. Washington Elementary, on your new STEM Academy. May it be a
place where curiosity takes flight, where talent is nurtured, and where the future of Suffolk is
built—one brilliant young mind at a time.



