
Respect the Game: Public Service Announcement Promoting Sportsmanship in High 
School Athletics 

Overview 

In response to escalating negative behaviors among fans and athletes at high school 
sports events, the New York State Public High School Athletic Association (NYSPHSAA) 
commissioned Southern Westchester BOCES Public Information Office to produce a 
Public Service Announcement (PSA) video. This video emphasizes the significance of 
sportsmanship and defines clear expectations for both spectators and Section One 
athletes. It underscores the necessity of demonstrating respect towards players, coaches, 
and officials, and aims to cultivate a positive and respectful environment at high school 
sporting events. 

Research 

A comprehensive analysis was conducted to identify the need for this initiative. Incidents 
highlighting unsportsmanlike conduct have been on the rise, significantly affecting the 
integrity of high school sports. The primary goal of the PSA was to reduce incidents of 
unsportsmanlike conduct by educating the community on appropriate behaviors, with 
measurable objectives including a decrease in reported incidents and increased 
awareness of sportsmanship standards. 

Planning 

The planning phase involved collaboration with various stakeholders, including athletic 
directors, coaches, student-athletes, and parent representatives, to ensure the PSA 
addressed pertinent issues effectively. Strategies included scripting relatable scenarios 
depicting both positive and negative behaviors, utilizing testimonials from respected 
figures in the sports community, and disseminating the video through multiple channels 
such as school assemblies, social media platforms, and local television networks. 
Resources were allocated for professional video production, and responsibilities were 
clearly defined among team members to ensure a cohesive execution. 

Implementation 

The PSA was produced as planned, featuring real-life scenarios and student-athlete 
testimonials that resonate with the target audience. It was distributed across various 
platforms, including school websites, social media, and during sports events, ensuring 
maximum reach and engagement. Collaborations with schools facilitated the integration 
of the PSA into athletic programs and parent meetings, reinforcing the message 
consistently. 

 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1DZSTbQ9aizS7BHU4HXU2tv0e3uXkyuha/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1DZSTbQ9aizS7BHU4HXU2tv0e3uXkyuha/view?usp=sharing


Evaluation 

Data on incidents of unsportsmanlike conduct were collected before and after the PSA's 
release. Preliminary results indicate a positive shift in awareness and a reduction in 
negative incidents at sports events. Future steps include periodic reinforcement of the 
PSA's messages, development of supplementary materials such as workshops, and 
continuous monitoring of sportsmanship behaviors to sustain the positive trend. 

By addressing the critical issue of sportsmanship through this well-researched and 
strategically implemented PSA, the NYSPHSAA aims to foster a respectful and enjoyable 
environment for all participants and spectators in high school sports. 

Respect the Game: 
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