
New Grady student leaders sworn in with special ceremony

New members of the Alice E. Grady Elementary School Leadership Council were sworn into their roles in a special ceremony at the Village Hall on Friday, March 15.

Presiding over the proceedings was Village Justice the Honorable Jay S. Bielat, who swore in each student while their council advisors, school principal and families looked on.

Council President Jack Rodriguez, Vice President Kayla Nisbett, both sixth graders, Secretary Frank Spinelli, and Treasurer Sam Adegbola, who are in fifth grade, each took a turn raising their right hand and repeating the oath of office after His Honor Bielat recited it.

The judge asked each one if they would swear to lead with “enthusiasm, diligence and respect for all.”

The oath continued, asking everyone to govern with a positive attitude and a sense of pride for their school and their peers.

“Everyone of us is unique and special,” the judge told the new council members. “We are all different in many ways, because we are all unique, we may have our own opinions.” 

“What is very important, is that it is okay to agree to disagree,” the judge continued. “I’d like you to remember that.”

Interim Superintendent James Ryan also addressed the council members.

“This is an opportunity for us to grow and develop our young leaders, it is a charge we take very seriously,” Dr. Ryan said of offering young students a leadership opportunity. “The things you are doing to make your environment at Grady more positive is really commendable.”

The ceremony was a first of its kind for the leadership council, and one Mayor Robert Williams hopes to continue in the future as new council members are selected. Students walked from their school and were escorted by the Elmsford Police Department to the ceremony that took place in the Village Court.

Mayor Williams encouraged the students to think about participating in local government when they get older.

“It’s very rewarding,” he said.



