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ENERGETIC OPEN  

SUPERINTENDENT GUTMAN:​
HELLO AND WELCOME TO THE VERY FIRST EPISODE OF THE OAKLAND 
SCHOOLS  INSIDER.  

I’M SUPERINTENDENT KENNETH GUTMAN, AND I’M PLEASED TO WELCOME 
EVERYONE ACROSS OAKLAND COUNTY, AND OUR PARTNERS THROUGHOUT 
MICHIGAN.  WE’RE GLAD YOU’RE HERE.    

WE’RE EXCITED TO LAUNCH THIS NEW SERIES TO SHARE STORIES OF 
LEADERSHIP, INNOVATION, AND STUDENT SUCCESS ACROSS OUR DISTRICTS 
AND OAKLAND SCHOOLS TECHNICAL CAMPUSES.  

TODAY, WE’RE KICKING OFF 2026 WITH A GREAT LINEUP OF FEATURES, 
INTERVIEWS, AND CELEBRATIONS. LET’S GET STARTED.” 

SEGMENT 1: THE SUPERINTENDENT SPOTLIGHT 

SUPERINTENDENT GUTMAN:​
I’M JOINED TODAY BY DR. EMBEKKA ROBERSON, SUPERINTENDENT OF 
BIRMINGHAM PUBLIC SCHOOLS, TO TALK ABOUT THIS MOMENT IN PUBLIC 
EDUCATION AND HOW THEIR DISTRICT IS CONTINUING TO INNOVATE FOR 
STUDENTS AND STAFF.​
​
DR. ROBERSON, THANKS FOR JOINING US. WHEN YOU THINK ABOUT THIS 
MOMENT IN PUBLIC EDUCATION, WHAT DO YOU SEE AS THE MOST IMPORTANT 
WORK HAPPENING IN YOUR DISTRICT, AND WHY IS IT ESPECIALLY CRITICAL 
RIGHT NOW?  

DR. EMBEKKA ROBERSON:​
NATURAL RESPONSE 
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SUPERINTENDENT GUTMAN:​
SUPERINTENDENTS OFTEN BALANCE URGENT NEEDS WITH LONG-TERM 
VISION. HOW DO YOU STAY FOCUSED ON LONG-TERM INITIATIVES WHILE 
MANAGING DAY-TO-DAY CHALLENGES? 

DR. EMBEKKA ROBERSON:​
NATURAL RESPONSE 

SUPERINTENDENT GUTMAN:​
LOOKING AHEAD, WHAT EXCITES YOU MOST ABOUT THE FUTURE OF YOUR 
DISTRICT, AND HOW CAN PARTNERS ACROSS THE COUNTY SUPPORT THAT 
WORK?  

DR. EMBEKKA ROBERSON:​
NATURAL RESPONSE 

SUPERINTENDENT GUTMAN:​
THANK YOU FOR JOINING US AND FOR YOUR LEADERSHIP. WE’RE GRATEFUL 
FOR THE CONTINUED COLLABORATION ACROSS ALL OF OUR DISTRICTS. 

TRANSITION GRAPHIC / STINGER  

SEGMENT 2: OAKLAND STORIES 

SUPERINTENDENT GUTMAN:​
ONE OF THE MOST INSPIRING STUDENT-LED PROJECTS WE HAVE HERE AT 
OAKLAND SCHOOLS IS THE OSTC NORTHEAST HOUSE MOVE—AN INCREDIBLE 
EXAMPLE OF HANDS-ON LEARNING, CAREER READINESS, AND COMMUNITY 
IMPACT IN ACTION. 

OUR CONSTRUCTION TECHNOLOGY STUDENTS AT OSTC NORTHEAST 
COMPLETED THEIR SIXTH HOME IN PARTNERSHIP WITH OAKLAND COUNTY, 
AND THIS YEAR’S PROJECT CONTINUED THE LONG-STANDING LEGACY OF 
GIVING FAMILIES ACCESS TO AFFORDABLE HOUSING WHILE PREPARING 
STUDENTS FOR IN-DEMAND CAREERS. 
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HERE’S A LOOK AT THIS YEAR’S HOUSE MOVE. 

TRANSITION TO HOUSE MOVE FEATURE PACKAGE 

SUPERINTENDENT GUTMAN:​
AN AMAZING ACCOMPLISHMENT, CONGRATULATIONS TO ALL OF THE 
STUDENTS, INSTRUCTORS, AND INDUSTRY PARTNERS WHO HELPED MAKE IT 
HAPPEN. 

SEGMENT 3: OUR PEOPLE EVERY DAY! 

SUPERINTENDENT GUTMAN:​
OUR NEXT STORY IS A SPECIAL ONE. THIS MONTH, WE’RE CELEBRATING THE 
INCREDIBLE CAREER OF A STAFF MEMBER WHO HAS MADE A LASTING IMPACT 
ON OAKLAND SCHOOLS, OUR STUDENTS, AND COUNTLESS COLLEAGUES 
OVER THE YEARS. 

AUDREY MCCLELLAN RETIRED AFTER 20 YEARS OF DEDICATED SERVICE, 
WHICH SHE MAINLY SPENT AS OUR FRONT DESK RECEPTIONIST. ALWAYS 
EQUIPPED WITH A GENUINE SMILE AND A CONSTANT SOURCE OF SUPPORT 
THROUGHOUT OUR ORGANIZATION.” 

TO HONOR AUDREY, OUR TEAM PUT TOGETHER THIS SHORT TRIBUTE. 

TRANSITION TO RETIREMENT TRIBUTE 

SUPERINTENDENT GUTMAN:​
AUDREY, ON BEHALF OF THE ENTIRE OAKLAND SCHOOLS 
COMMUNITY—THANK YOU FOR EVERYTHING YOU’VE GIVEN TO OAKLAND 
SCHOOLS. WE WISH YOU NOTHING BUT THE BEST IN YOUR NEXT CHAPTER. 

CLOSING: EPISODE 2 TEASE & CALL TO ACTION  

SUPERINTENDENT GUTMAN:​
THAT WRAPS UP EPISODE 1 OF THE OAKLAND INSIDER. THANK YOU FOR 
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SPENDING TIME WITH US, AND THANK YOU FOR ALL YOU DO EVERY DAY TO 
SUPPORT STUDENTS ACROSS OUR COUNTY AND OUR STATE. 

IN OUR NEXT EPISODE, WE’LL TAKE YOU INSIDE THE JEDI EDUCATOR SUMMIT 
FOR A LOOK AT HOW EDUCATORS ACROSS THE REGION ARE DEEPENING 
THEIR WORK AROUND JUSTICE, EQUITY, DIVERSITY, AND INCLUSION. WE’LL 
ALSO FEATURE NEW DISTRICT INNOVATIONS AND ANOTHER OSTC SPOTLIGHT 
YOU WON’T WANT TO MISS.  

IN THE MEANTIME, STAY CONNECTED WITH US. 

VISIT OUR WEBSITE AT OAKLAND-DOT-K12-DOT-MI-DOT-US AND FOLLOW US 
ON SOCIAL MEDIA FOR UPDATES, AND BE SURE TO SUBSCRIBE TO OUR 
YOUTUBE CHANNEL SO YOU NEVER MISS AN EPISODE.​
​
I’M SUPERINTENDENT GUTMAN, THANKS FOR TUNING IN, AND WE’LL SEE YOU 
NEXT TIME ON THE OAKLAND SCHOOLS INSIDER. 

ENERGETIC CLOSE​
​
Link to episode: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=TNMsDGxrnFA&t=505s 
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