
Leadership doesn’t happen by chance—it’s built through 
opportunity, guidance, and experience. At Harmony Public 
Schools, that foundation begins early. In classrooms and 
hallways across Texas, students are finding their voices, 
taking the microphone, and leading with confidence. From 
student ambassadors addressing elected officials to high 
schoolers debating policy at the State Capitol, Harmony 
students aren’t just learning about leadership—they’re living 
it.

Because at Harmony, leadership isn’t left to chance. It’s 
cultivated with intention.

Programs that Build Purpose
Harmony’s leadership development begins early and spans 
multiple pathways designed to engage every type of learner.

Through the Student Leadership Society (SLS), students 
step into the world of civic engagement, exploring public 
policy issues, conducting research, and developing legislative 
proposals that mirror the real work of state lawmakers. Along 
the way, they gain a hands-on understanding of how laws 
are created and enacted in Texas, turning curiosity into civic 
action.

For those drawn to healthcare, HOSA–Future Health 
Professionals offers a path to purpose. Students dive into 
medical topics, compete in statewide events, and train as 
compassionate leaders, learning that empathy is just as 
essential as excellence.

In the world of business and marketing, DECA provides 
the stage. At Harmony School of Innovation–Sugar Land, 

membership soared past 60 students in its first year. 
Chapter President Mysha A. calls DECA “a bridge that 

connects the fields of study.” Students fundraised passionately 
for their signature jackets and proudly represented Harmony 
at national conventions—standing shoulder-to-shoulder with 
peers from across the country.

Meanwhile, SkillsUSA links technical and trade education 
to leadership and career readiness, empowering students to 
develop real-world skills, confidence, and professionalism.

Underscoring it all is Character Education, the heartbeat 
of Harmony’s approach to leadership. Across the network, 
51 campuses have earned recognition as State Schools of 
Character and 32 as National Schools of Character—proof 
that integrity is as valued as intellect.

Recognizing Leaders in Action
Harmony’s commitment to developing young leaders doesn’t 
end in the classroom—it shines in the way students put their 
leadership into action across Texas communities.

In Laredo, students from Harmony School of Innovation 
were recently recognized by Mayor Dr. Victor D. Treviño and 
the Laredo City Council for their outstanding achievement in 
being selected to participate in the prestigious National Youth 
Leadership Forum (NYLF): Pathways to STEM, held at Rice 
University in Houston.

Among those honored were students 5th grader Zoe C. and 
6th grader Luis Z., whose selection to the program marked 
a major milestone not only for them personally, but for their 
campus community as well. 
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The NYLF series provides hands-on, real-world learning 
experiences in fields such as STEM, medicine, law, national security, 
business, and leadership—giving students the chance to explore 
future careers and develop the confidence to pursue them.

“NYLF Pathways to STEM is a wonderful opportunity for ambitious 
young students to explore their interests outside the classroom 
and discover how to innovate and think creatively through hands-
on immersive learning,” said Dr. Jan Sikorsky, vice president of 
Education for Envision. 

“Our students are challenged with real-world simulations and 
problems, working together to develop unique solutions and 
projects that bring their studies and career goals to life.”

Their recognition by city leaders underscores both the students’ 
dedication and academic excellence, as well as Harmony’s continued 
commitment to encouraging participation in transformative national 
leadership programs—the kind that inspire the next generation of 
innovators and changemakers.

“Rice University was an amazing experience where I learned a 
lot of new things and learned them in fun and interesting ways,” 
said Zoe. “One of my favorites was the dissection of the cow’s 
heart. I learned how the heart works and how the different parts 
work together to keep us alive.” Zoe added being recognized by the 
mayor and city council at City Hall was an exciting opportunity that 
she will remember forever.

HSI-Laredo fifth grade science teacher Sallia Salinas, who helped 
make Zoe and Luis’s participation possible, said the experience 
reflects the broader Harmony mission of mentorship, access, and 
opportunity.

“Watching our students be recognized by the Laredo City Council 
was an incredibly proud moment,” said Salinas. “Seeing the 
community celebrate them only reinforces the amazing potential we 
see in them every day.”

At the state level, SLS students transform from teens into statesmen 
during their fall leadership conference at the Texas Capitol, drafting 
mock legislation, debating issues, and voting on peer proposals. 

The leadership lessons within SLS are impossible to miss: In 
April 2025, a bill crafted by SLS students from Harmony Science 
Academy-Carrollton was officially filed in the Texas Senate by 
Senator José Menéndez (District 26, San Antonio) as SB 2474. The 
bill proposed incentives for grocery stores to open in underserved 
areas, helping to combat food insecurity in communities across the 
state.

At Harmony School of Innovation–Fort Worth, that transformation 
is something SLS sponsor Tiffany Roots has witnessed firsthand.

“We’ve had parents and students say, ‘Thank you for giving me the 
opportunity to find my voice.’ It gave the students the opportunity 
to see how in touch they were with their community and be a voice 
for that community.”

A Lasting Impact
These stories—of ambition, advocacy, and achievement—reflect 
Harmony’s commitment to leading students from the classroom 
into the world as productive and responsible citizens.

Every speech, every project, every act of service represents more 
than student participation—it’s proof that when you provide safe, 
caring, and collaborative environments focused on excellence, 
students don’t just learn. They lead.

“Our students are challenged with
real-world simulations and problems...”
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