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The Enrollment Projections Overview infographic was designed to visually communicate how 

school enrollment projections guide the planning efforts at Alexandria City Public Schools 

(ACPS). The infographic highlights important statistics and insights that influence strategic 

planning, school capacity, resource allocation and staffing. It also underscores ACPS' 

commitment to transparency and data-driven decision-making to support student success. 

Given the complexity of this topic, the infographic was created to present data-heavy content in 

an accessible, visually engaging format that families and staff can easily interpret and 

understand. Recognizing the confusion and misconceptions surrounding enrollment projections, 

we developed this resource to provide clarity on how forecasts are made and how they impact 

decisions. We aimed to demystify the process by breaking down key factors influencing 

projections, including historical trends, demographic data and local growth patterns. 

ACPS’ branding and colors provide a consistently standard professional appearance aligned 

with the division’s communication channels. Minimal jargon and clear, concise phrasing ensure 

families and staff are able to grasp key concepts without prior knowledge of school enrollment 

projections.  

Goal: 

By creating this infographic, ACPS hopes to foster a better understanding of how these 

projections are determined and why they are essential in shaping the future of our schools and 

supporting student success. 

Elements: 

By incorporating the following elements, the design remains clean, modern and engaging. 

● Bold, clear approach to highlight key takeaways. 

● Relevant illustrations and icons to break down technical terms and processes. 

● A structured, logical flow guiding the viewer through the information, step-by-step. 

● The strategic use of color and spacing to improve readability and organization. 

● Simple, direct language to ensure clarity for all families, regardless of enrollment 

projection familiarity. 

 

https://resources.finalsite.net/images/v1732114304/acpsk12vaus/vkrzwy6ydidyykeocqub/FINAL-ACPS-Enrollment-Projections-Infographic-Oct-2024.pdf
https://resources.finalsite.net/images/v1732114304/acpsk12vaus/vkrzwy6ydidyykeocqub/FINAL-ACPS-Enrollment-Projections-Infographic-Oct-2024.pdf


How the Infographic Communicates Key Information 

The Enrollment Projections Overview infographic simplifies key aspects of ACPS enrollment 

planning by presenting information in an engaging, digestible format: 

● What are enrollment projections? 

○ A concise definition is clearly and centrally featured. 

● How does enrollment data connect with the budget? 

○ Explains how capacity projects, school staffing and budgets are guided by ten-

year enrollment projections. 

● What factors are included in projections? 

○ Complex data points such as birth rates, new housing developments and cohort 

survival rates are visually represented through user-friendly icons. 

● Enrollment Projections Timeline 

○ A timeline graphic helps families understand the step-by-step process of how 

projections are developed and finalized. 

● Key Terms Explained Simply 

○ Important terms such as the cohort survival rate, kindergarten capture rate and 

student generation rate are defined using transparent user-friendly terms and 

language. 

● Real-World Application of Enrollment Projections 

○ A visual example of how the City of Alexandria calculates student generation 

rates is presented in a hypothetical, easy-to-follow format. 

Impact 

The infographic successfully presents essential information to all ACPS families in a way that is 

accessible, visually engaging and easy to read, thus breaking down a complex topic for 

increased and better understanding. From Sept. 15, 2024 to Feb. 28, 2025, the student 

enrollment data webpage had 1,760 views, demonstrating significant engagement with this 

resource. The infographic is included on that webpage. 

By prioritizing design and clarity, the infographic transforms technical data into a practical tool 

for families by ensuring families can better understand how enrollment projections shape the 

school division’s planning efforts. It reinforces ACPS’ commitment to transparency and 

community engagement. 
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