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In the December 2025 issue of the locally and widely-read community newspaper publication,
Alexandria Times, Alexandria City Public Schools (ACPS) Superintendent Dr. Melanie Kay-
Wyatt contributed an Op-Ed which celebrated the community partners for which ACPS is so
grateful. This Op-Ed is just one of the many submitted regularly to them, as part of the
Alexandria City Public Schools (ACPS) superintendent’s communications practice to present
her informed views on education-related topics on a monthly basis to our key publics
including staff, families and community members. Alexandria Times is a newspaper in
Alexandria, Virginia, focusing on news and events in the city of Alexandria itself by covering
local news, sports, business and community. It was started to provide an additional
alternative to the current local papers and to include more “hard news” coverage. In this
selected Op-Ed, the focus is on the collaboration between ACPS and its network of
approximately 190 community partners who make an incredible difference to our students,
their families and the programs ACPS has implemented to serve and support our very diverse
population. The aim of the piece was to clearly recognize how these valuable community
partnerships consistently strive to meet the needs of our students, families and staff as they
invest in their well-being and success. Concisely describing the connections made in and out
of ACPS schools that are so vital to building the strong system of support on which many of
our stakeholders depend was also a significant goal in writing this particular Op-Ed. The
specific examples provided of how our partners’ varying areas of expertise contribute to the
ACPS strategic plan goal to nurture, educate and inspire our students are described
throughout. In addition, many of the primary organizations which consistently partner with
and support the school division are identified and described in detail, strongly conveying
ACPS’ genuine appreciation and gratitude to the partners for all the access to resources and
relationship-building opportunities within the community which they also help facilitate. This
particular Op-Ed is a wonderful example of how Op-Eds can be a powerful communications
tool to positively acknowledge the significant value partnerships add to a successful public
school system.
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Title: Celebrating ACPS’ Community Partners
By: ACPS Supt. Dr. Melanie Kay-Wyatt

Closing out another year, | find myself reflecting on the saying, “Alone we can do so little,
together we can do so much.” The words of Helen Keller capture the importance of Alexandria
City Public Schools (ACPS) collaboration with our approximately 190 community partners,
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working together to expand learning opportunities, enhance student support and strengthen our
community.

Meeting the needs of our students, families and staff is a shared responsibility and our
partnerships are a clear sign of how invested our community is in their well-being and success.
As many of our partners have the ability to connect with students and families outside of the
school day and school building, our work together creates a strong system of support.
Community partners strengthen ACPS as they help to increase enrichment and instructional
experiences available to students and ensure student and family needs are met.

In ACPS, our partnerships are as unique as each of our students and help fill our nurture,
educate and inspire buckets. Our partners range in areas of expertise from food security and
mental health supports to pre-apprenticeships, STEM exploration and recreational sports.
Shared goals drive our partnerships as they are responsive to the needs of the school
community and grade levels supported.

These partnerships provide direct supports to students, whether it is through tutoring or
mentoring, out-of-school-time programming, vision screenings, food distribution, post-secondary
planning and career exploration, to name a few. This not only helps to increase student
engagement but fosters a sense of belonging.

Partnerships between ACPS and community organizations also support a “whole child”
approach to education. Through these collaborations, students receive the support they need,
inside and outside the classroom, which can lead to improved outcomes in all areas of
development.

The school division realizes the value of our community partnerships and celebrates the work
they do each month through our ACPS partners article and video feature in our newsletter. In
addition, our “Meet the Partners” article series also informs the school community about the
work carried out by our community partners.

ACPS'’ partners are a diverse group, and | would like to share with you the work of some of
these organizations that support our students:

InspireLit brings the power of literacy to underserved children as it builds a citywide
network of support that fosters children’s growth and love of reading.

City of Alexandria Department of Community and Human Services (DCHS) Center for
Children and Families provides youth development programs and collaborates with

ACPS middle and high schools for Civics Week which connects academic learning to
real-world issues, giving students a better understanding of how local government works
and ways in which they can influence public policy.

The Scholarship Fund of Alexandria provides scholarship opportunities and college and
career advising for students and their families.

Cornerstone Craftsman helps open doors for students who are interested in the skilled
trades and through this mentorship come to understand the importance of attendance
and education.

Momentum Collective uses the arts to educate, enrich and empower youth.

Alexandria Soccer Association helps students develop leadership skills, learn teamwork
and gain emotional maturity through sports.

ALIVE! works closely with our schools to ensure families can access food when and
where they need it.



I would like to express my sincere gratitude for our ACPS partners as you help develop student
skills, provide access to resources, build relationships with the community, and improve
educational and career outcomes.



