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Alexandria City Public Schools community as well as local and regional media outlets and
school divisions.

Publications and Digital Media Excellence Entry Information

“Cornerstone Craftsman - Opening Doors to Future Success” is an excellent example of a
well-written article that includes an embedded link to a short video specifically aligned to the
article’s topic, allowing us to favorably showcase one of Alexandria City Public Schools’
(ACPS) most prodigious partnerships. The Cornerstone Craftsman organization is lauded for
opening doors for students who are interested in the skilled trades and through whose
consequent mentorship teaches students the importance of attendance and education. It was
featured in the September 2025 issue of ACPS’ award-winning weekly e-newsletter, Express,
and was the perfect vehicle to capture the essence and impact of such valued partnerships.
The publication of Express articles is a significant ACPS weekly communications goal and
we strive to ensure they are accessible to our key stakeholders in the local, regional and
national public as well as archived and searchable on the ACPS division website. This
particular article was an opportunity to highlight how vital partner contributions are to a
school division; especially one whose strategic plan aims to nurture, educate and inspire its
diverse student population to succeed in every arena where opportunities lie. The article’s
focus on Cornerstone Craftsman’s commitment to its mentoring and apprenticeship
programs clearly outlines the benefits such a partnership presents to our Alexandria City
High School students. The real life examples described as well as the additional information
provided about how to learn more about their initiatives are clear, concise and invites the
reader to engage with those directly involved or in contact with Cornerstone Craftsman.
Readers are further positively incited when viewing the student-focused short video reel that
is included within the article. This article is a great example of how an engaging e-newsletter
article can influence and even add to a partnership’s program success within a school
division. In addition, it serves in greatly elevating knowledge of school-based programs
within the community to help sustain the partner organization’s success among its
participants.
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“Meet the ACPS Partners: Cornerstone Craftsman - Opening Doors to Future Success”


https://www.acps.k12.va.us/about-us/express/stories/~board/express-2025/post/meet-the-acps-partners-cornerstone-craftsman-opening-doors-to-future-success

Opening doors to future success in the skilled trades with a focus on the importance of attendance
and education—that is the focus of the Alexandria City Public Schools (ACPS) partnership with
Cornerstone Craftsman. Executive Director Roberto Gomez identified the need for such a mentorship
program, and since its inception in 2021, ACPS students have benefited immensely. An official
partnership between the nonprofit and school division was forged a year ago.

Cornerstone Craftsman’s mission is to provide youth with the instruction, tools and the mentoring
required to have a viable career in the skilled trades. Through this partnership with ACPS,
Cornerstone Craftsman instructors explore students' learning styles, talk with them about barriers they
face in succeeding at school and support them in areas where they may experience challenges. Its
instructors and mentors stress the importance of attendance and education as many apprenticeships
and job opportunities require a high school diploma or General Equivalency Diploma (GED).

“Cornerstone Craftsman connects the students to learning and personal growth opportunities present
in the world of the trades, which they may not know is available to them,” said Alexandria City High
School (ACHS) International Academy Teacher and Cornerstone Craftsman Board Member Gabe
Elias. “It provides a safe and nurturing space for students to gain skills and become part of a family
and team that looks out for their holistic needs and wants them to succeed in the trades.”

As part of the program, Cornerstone Craftsman also helps the students get cardiopulmonary
resuscitation (CPR) and Occupational Safety and Health (OSHA-10) certifications, providing basic
safety and health hazard awareness for entry-level workers.

Cornerstone Craftsman also teaches the value of giving back and through its partnership with ACPS,
its pre-apprentices painted the parking garage at the George Mason Elementary School swing space.

Students patrticipating in the program meet with instructors and mentors once a week during the
school year and more frequently during the summer at Cornerstone Craftsman's Learning Center.

The program supports 28 year-round, pre-apprentices who are students between the ages of 12 and
17. During the summer, Cornerstone Craftsman has the capacity to work with additional students
through the Summer Youth Employment Program.

Among its success stories this past year was helping a student graduate from high school—who then
went on to become an apprentice with the International Brotherhood of Electrical Workers, Local
Union 26.

Chief of Student Services and Equity Dr. Marcia Jackson emphasized, “Cornerstone Craftsman has
cultivated a model that is an exemplar to supporting our most vulnerable students beyond the
classroom walls with developing career readiness and life skills. Cornerstone Craftsman's commitment
to providing work opportunities that results in financial gain and financial literacy, forges an even
greater pathway to educational and economic success for our students and their families.

Students who want to get involved with Cornerstone Craftsman should contact ACHS International
Academy Teacher Gabe Elias or send an email to

info@cornerstonecraftsman.org or via Instagram @cornerstonecraftsman.

Learn more about Cornerstone Craftsman and consider volunteering, info@cornerstonecraftsman.org.

Watch the video to see how this impactful program is changing lives and building brighter futures for
ACPS students.



https://cornerstonecraftsman.org/
https://linkprotect.cudasvc.com/url?a=https%3a%2f%2fcornerstonecraftsman.org%2fjoin-the-program%2f&c=E,1,v20vQBk_6k5-f7UodWC-SrlJRdyaWfaPiHzBHPBu8kJfa1MmzrvUAtUzvTgZ_uJQ0f19HSfpaxdpHKjnXFcm-7spTG6RN7WLQLcOTN4_4VfBh0dmVEQFEA,,&typo=1
https://youtu.be/rqQcXaMoPRE?feature=shared

