Title of the submission: Alumni Spotlight, Kim Furuichi, '63
Vince Briga- Community Relations Coordinator
Maine-Endwell Central School District
Link: https://www.me.stier.org/o/homer-brink/article/2308313

My Alumni Spotlight with Mr. Furuichi started with a simple comment on a Facebook post regarding our Cultural Celebration. "It is so great to see Maine-Endwell is continuing this tradition. I was their first ever exchange student in 1963." After reaching out to "Kim" as his American friends call him, I was introduced to an incredible man, who, at 80-years-old, continues to work in schools across Tokyo. From a young age, Kim was fascinated with America - listening to the Beach Boys and following American politics. Through a magazine, he was introduced to the American Field Service International Exchange Program. As one of the first Japanese students in the program to come to New York, Kim quickly integrated into the culture of America, while also introducing his fellow students in a post World War II world to life in Japan. 

This article highlights the massive connection of "Spartan Country" and its reach across the globe. While Kim only spent a year here, earning an honorary diploma - he still feels a connection to the district, and said reading articles online and seeing photos is one of the ways he does this. The article received tremendous feedback from our community, with graduates from Kim's class reaching out to show their support. It's stories like these that are so important in drawing in new families to the district, while showcasing the memorable nature and impact of our teachers and staff.

