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Publications and Digital Media Excellence Entry Information

The article,”InspireLit - Bringing the Power of Literacy to All Children," published in the
October 2025 issue of Alexandria City Public School’s (ACPS) weekly e-newsletter, Express,
is a prime example of the division’s commitment to collaborating with community partners to
bring valuable learning resources to all students. This article is intended for our key publics
including families, community partners and students to understand the value of ACPS’ Early
Childhood Programs and Virginia Preschool Initiative staff members working together with
the community to support students’ growth and love of reading. Included in ACPS’ main
communication channel, the Express e-newsletter, ensures the article is accessible to the
local, regional and national public as all articles are archived and searchable on the ACPS
division website. In this case, the Department of School and Community Relations Office of
Communications Writer Barbara Kusak worked closely with ACPS Department of Teaching,
Learning and Leadership colleagues and directors of InspireLlt, an organization dedicated to
bringing the power of literacy to underserved children, to highlight this partnership’s
activities in Alexandria schools. The article includes details about the ways in which the
partnership serves elementary school- aged students as well as older students who act as
role models (Lit Leaders) to promote events such as book drives, author visits and their
Sharing Shelves program that ensures families always have access to diverse, high-quality
stories in their homes which all contribute to creating excitement around reading for students
and their families. The article also provides useful information on the ways one can support
the InspireLit organization’s continuous efforts to meet its mission goal of “bringing the joy
of reading to life and empowering children and families across Alexandria.”

“InspireLit — Bringing the Power of Literacy to All Children”

InspireLit brings the power of literacy to underserved children, creating a brighter future for them.
“Together with schools, families and community partners, we are building a citywide network of
support that fosters children’s growth and love of reading, highlighting the very best of what is possible
when a community comes together to help children and families thrive,” noted InspireLit Co-Directors
Erica Jones and Jen Kenealy.

InspireLit not only provides students with access to a diverse selection of books, but also strengthens
literacy by connecting children with reading role models, helping them to embrace reading as a joyful,
lifelong habit.

Alexandria City Public Schools (ACPS) Early Childhood Programs Director Jane Richardson and
Virginia Preschool Initiative (VPI) Teacher Dawn Bingman agree that through its partnership with
InspireLit, the children’s excitement for books has grown.


https://www.inspirelit.org/about

“Families are spending more time reading together at home and trading books for new favorites, while
teachers are bringing stories to life in the classroom with hands-on activities, props for retelling, and
creative book variations that spark imagination and learning,” explained Richardson.

Bingman noted that during recent parent-teacher conferences, one parent (through an interpreter) let
her know that her son now begs her to buy him books, while a father said his son started telling him
about the books read at school and asked him to build a space for books in his room at home.

Among InspireLit's newest community connections is bringing authors into schools, giving students
and families the chance to meet the people behind the stories. This type of interactive experience
serves to build confidence and excitement about reading. InspireLit is also expanding its Sharing
Shelves across Alexandria to remove the barrier of not having books in the home, ensuring families
always have access to diverse, high-quality stories.

While InspireLit’s primary focus is on early reading experiences from birth through grade five, it also
involves older students as role models and Lit Leaders, encouraging them to volunteer at literacy
events and community book drives.

InspireLit has worked with Cora Kelly School for Math, Science and Technology, John Adams
Elementary School, Francis C. Hammond Middle School, Alexandria City High School and the Early
Childhood Programs at Minnie Howard and is actively working on expanding to William Ramsay and
Polk Elementary Schools.

InspireLit accepts new and gently used books meeting certain criteria. For more information, visit the
InspireLit website.

Watch the video to see how InspireLit is bringing the joy of reading to life and empowering children
and families across Alexandria.
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