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DIVISION 1TITLE

By Trevor Horn

Centennial was no stranger to the situation.
Just three seasons ago, when the senior class
for the Golden Hawks were sophomore sen-
sations, the ninth-seeded Centennial baseball
team shocked the region with a Central Section
Division I title without playing a game at home.
Add in the fact that the previous three D-I
champions came out of the Southwest Yosem-
ite River League, including Stockdale in 2022
and Liberty in 2024, the co-league champion
still only received the No. 6 seed in the section
playofts.

A battle-tested Centennial squad earned a first
round home game against Clovis.

With the game tied 3-3 in the sixth inning,
Luke Camps executed a safety squeeze, fol-
lowed by a home run by Granite Seibt. The
scoring rally, combined with six strong innings
from pitcher Drew Petty, secured the win.
Jayden Hernandez led the Golde Hawks in a
3-2 quaterfinal win at Fresno-Bullard high-
lighted by a home run from Alex Hughes and
unassisted double play by Hayden Ryan send-
ing the team into arguably the two most wild
semifinals and championships this season.

In the semifinals at No. 2 Clovis North, the
Golden Hawks forced extra innings with a
seventh-inning homer from Hernandez.

And in the ninth inning, center fielder Carson
Eldridge made a perfect throw home to catcher
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» Centennial baseball
team at Valley Strong
Ballpark in Visalia.
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Preston Shults to throw out the potential walk-
off run for the Broncos.

In the top of the 10th, sophomore Tanner Par-
son, pinch hitting with a runner on second, hit
a run-scoring double to take the lead. Landon
Encheft came in to pitch the bottom of the 10th
and JJ Sipe recorded all three outs as shortstop
to secure the win and send the Golden Hawks
to finals.

“With seven players in the starting lineup
from the 2023 D-I section championship team,
you can say we had a good vibe going back to
Rawhide Stadium,” Centennial coach Danny
Durham said.

Back for the second time in three seasons, Cen-
tennial took on Santa Maria-St. Joseph in the
D-I finals at Valley Strong Ballpark in Visalia.
Hernandez and Hughes had a clutch double and
triple to account for five RBIs in the third and
fourth innings alone. Sipe came in relief and
pitched an impressive four innings to put the
Golden Hawks in a position to win the ball game.
But with two outs and two strikes - and a two-
run lead in the bottom of the seventh - St. Joseph
pushed across two runs to send the game into
extra innings on pitches that got to the backstop.
In the ninth, Petty scored the go-ahead runona
ground ball by Hernandez. Then in the bottom
of the ninth with Hernandez pitching, second
baseman Caden McCloud fielded a double play
to end the game with a 9-8 victory and the Cen-
tral Section Division I title for the second time
in three seasons for Centennial.

Petty was named league pitcher of the year while
Hughes, Seibt and Sipe were named first-team
all-league.

“So many clutch plays. So proud of this team.
What a special moment in all of our lives,”
Durham said. “With a tournament champi-
onship, a league championship, a D-I section
championship and 26 wins for the season, this
2025 team will be in the conversation as one of
the best Centennial teams ever.”
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