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Sequim High School Alum Shavine Mills Finds His Focus Behind the Lens

When Shavine Mills graduated from Sequim High School in 2023,

he had a plan. After finishing his high school journey, he was excited
to reward himself by purchasing the latest gaming console. But as he
made his way through the store, his path unexpectedly shifted.
Instead of heading straight to the electronics section, he paused at
the camera display. Something about the lenses, buttons, and
possibilities caught his attention. Moments later, instead of leaving
with a gaming system, he walked out carrying his very first camera.

That unplanned purchase marked the beginning of a creative turning
point. Shavine had always been drawn to the fine arts. Before
discovering photography, he expressed himself through music and
visual art. He plays both piano and alto saxophone and has a deep
love for singing.

Creativity had long been part of his identity. When he moved from Colorado to Sequim during his sophomore
year, he brought that creative energy with him and found it welcomed and nurtured at Sequim High School.

One of the places where his creativity flourished was in Mrs. Maxwell's art class. Her approach to teaching helped
students feel engaged, supported, and capable of more than they expected from themselves. Her classroom
provided a space where students could explore new ideas, try unfamiliar techniques, and feel a sense of
belonging. For Shavine, it was an important chapter in his high school experience, reinforcing his natural interest
in artistic expression and encouraging him to keep creating.

Although buying a camera had not been part of his original plan, it quickly became clear that it was the right
move. Over the next two years, Shavine dedicated himself to learning photography. He explored lighting,
composition, editing tools, and the subtle skill of capturing a moment at just the right time. He practiced
constantly and began to see photography not just as a hobby, but as a meaningful way to tell stories and express
emotion.

Earlier this year, with growing confidence in his work and a desire to give back, Shavine reached out to the
Sequim School District to see if there might be an opportunity to contribute. That message led to a meeting with
Public Information Officer Megan Lyke. It didn't take long for the conversation to turn into a collaboration. After
seeing his portfolio and hearing about his passion for the craft, the idea of having Shavine photograph
graduation came into focus.

Graduation is one of the most important events in a student's journey. Having a Sequim High graduate return to
capture the ceremony added a special layer of meaning. Shavine, having walked the same stage just two years
earlier, knew how important the event would be for the Class of 2025 and their families. His understanding of the
community, his eye for detail, and his personal connection to the moment all contributed to the depth and
quality of his work.

His involvement in this year's graduation was more than just a photography assignment. It represented
something larger; a full-circle moment that highlighted the value of nurturing students’ creative interests and
staying connected beyond high school. The opportunity to return and contribute to a major school event showed
how powerful it can be to support young people in developing their talents and finding their place in the world.

Shavine's journey reminds us that inspiration often arrives in unexpected ways. A simple trip to the store turned
into the beginning of a new chapter. With his camera in hand and his community behind him, he continues to
grow, create, and discover what comes next in partnership with his community while growing his future.

Check out Shavine's Photos
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