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RICH

Good morning, everyone! We are so excited
to welcome you back to our Citywide MLK
Celebration & Day of Service. I am Rich
Machesky, Superintendent of the Troy
School District.

CHANTELLE

And I’'m Chantelle Yancy, the Supervisor of
Educational Equity, Inclusion, and
Community Relationships. This event 1s a
wonderful opportunity for us to come
together as a community and honor the
legacy of Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. We
have a fantastic program for you this
morning, featuring the Troy School District



students and some inspirational speakers.

((SLIDE 2 & 3 SPONSORS))

RICH

First, however, we would like to take a
moment to recognize and thank a few local
businesses and organizations who have
sponsored today’s events. Please join me in
a round of applause for Michigan Schools &
Government Credit Union, Troy Foundation
for Educational Excellence, Chartwells,
Universal Ambulance Service, Troy-area
Interfaith Group, Dough Masters
Doughnuts, Under the Sun, Green Lantern
Pi1zza, and the Red Hawk Roast. Also, we
would like to thank the Michigan
Community Service Commission for their
grant. Their donations bring us together as a



community 1n the spirit of service and make
this day possible.

CHANTELLE

We would also like to acknowledge
members of our Troy City Council, who are
here with us this morning: Mayor Pro Tem
Mark Gunn, Council Members Theresa
Brooks, Hirak Chanda, David Hamilton,
City Manager Frank Nastasi, County
Commissioner Ann Erickson Gault, and our
Community Affairs Director Cindy Stewart,
who helps to organize this day.

RICH

We also have members of our Board of
Education 1n attendance today Emina Alic,
Vital Anne, Matt Haupt, Ayesha Potts,



Stephanie Zendler, as well as Representative
Sharon MacDonell. I also want to take a
moment to acknowledge the members of our
Superintendent Student Advisory Board and
Student Equity Council who helped plan and
execute this event. These students work very
hard to make this day a success. Our SSAB
students can be found in the light blue shirts
and you’ll hear from some of their executive
board a little later.

CHANTELLE

We also want to thank you, our friends and
neighbors, parents, students, and senior
citizens for coming out this morning,
because this day 1s about bringing our
community together. Today 1s a day to
celebrate Dr. King’s life, and also to follow
his lead by performing acts of service for



others. I am proud to be part of this day and
to see so many of you coming together to be
part of something bigger than any one of us.

((PLAY LIFE’S BLUEPRINT VIDEOQ))

RICH

As Dr. King stated, / want you to be first in
love, first in generosity.” It’s a message that
resonates with us as we gather here today.
Our theme for this year’s Citywide MLK
Day celebration focuses on leading with
love and “If I cannot do great things, I can
do small things in a great way.” Please join
me in welcoming students from the Student
Equity Council to the stage. They will be
leading us 1n a Call and Response centered
around our themes for this year.



((SLIDE 5))

((SEC STUDENTS DO CALL &
RESPONSE WITH AUDIENCE))

((SLIDE 6 — CALL TO ACTION))

SEC LEADER 1 — We ask that you let the
words of Dr. King resonate with you and
join us 1n upholding his legacy through this
Call and Response.

Call — "If I cannot do great things..."
((SLIDE 7))
Please repeat after me.

Response — "I can do small things in a great
way!"

((SLIDE 8))

SEC LEADER 2 — Call - "Dr. King taught
us that freedom is not free..."



((SLIDE 9))
Repeat after me.

Response - "We must protect it with love,
courage, and unity!"

((SLIDE 10))

_ — Call - "Justice is not a

privilege for the few..."
((SLIDE 11))
Repeat after me.

Response — "It is a promise for ALL,
through our actions!”

((SLIDE 12))

_ — Call — "Nonviolence is

not weakness, it is strength..."
((SLIDE 13))

Repeat after me.



Response — "Strength in peace. Strength in
purpose. Strength in love!"

((SLIDE 14))

_ — Call — "When we see

injustice, we do not wait..."
((SLIDE 15))
Repeat after me.

Response — "We stand up, speak out, and act
with hope!"

((SLIDE 16))

SEC LEADER 2 — Call — “When democracy
feels fragile..."

((SLIDE 17))
Repeat after me.

Response — "We protect it, we lift it up, we
make it strong!"



((SLIDE 18))

_ — Call - "If one person’s

rights are at risk..."
((SLIDE 19))
Repeat after me.

Response — "We are ALL called to defend
them!"

((SLIDE 20))

_ — Call — “And if we cannot

do great things..."
((SLIDE 21))
Repeat after me.

Response — "We will do small things in a
great way!"

((SLIDE 22))

_ — Call — "Dr. King showed

us that change is possible, that justice is



achievable, and that freedom is worth
fighting for. Today, we stand in his legacy.
We will protect freedom. We will uphold
justice...Together, in the Spirit of
Nonviolence and Unity!”

((SLIDE 23))
Repeat after me.

Response — "Mission Possible! Mission
Achieved!"

((SLIDE 24))

CHANTELLE

Thank you, SEC students! I have no doubt
that our voices can make a difference and
make this world an even better place with
the small changes we plan to make today.
Please join me in welcoming one of our
guest speakers to the stage, Dr. Sarena
Shivers. Dr. Shivers 1s currently the



CEO/Executive Director of Michigan’s
Talent Together, the nation’s largest grow-
your-own program, focused on
strengthening Michigan’s educator pipeline.
With over three decades of experience n
education — including over 20 years as an
administrator, Dr. Shivers has an extensive
background serving children, families, and
educators. Her career has included roles as a
teacher, principal, program director,
assistant superintendent, and superintendent.
In 2018, Dr. Shivers was recognized as a
Michigan Superintendent of the Year
nominee. Most recently, she served as the
Deputy Executive Director of Professional
Learning for the Michigan Association of
Superintendents and Administrators
(MASA), where she supported and fostered
professional growth for superintendents and
education leaders statewide.



In addition to her storied career as a school
leader, Dr. Shivers has also earned national
recognition, including serving a four-year
term on the Board of Directors for the
Association for Supervision and Curriculum
Development (ASCD). Known for her
compassionate, adaptive, and resilient
approach, Sarena has made a tremendous
impact on the education landscape here in
the state of Michigan.

Dr. Shivers 1s devoted to teaching and
learning and has remained a faculty member
at Eastern, Concordia, and Madonna
Universities, working with graduate and
doctoral-level education candidates.

On a personal level, Sarena 1s a writer and
enjoys writing poetry and short stories. She
has worked across business, ministry, and
the healthcare sectors for years through



training, public speaking, and public safety.
She 1s active in the community through
various board appointments, organizations,
volunteerism, and social justice/equity
activism. Education at every level and in
every way has and will always be her
purpose and passion! Welcome, Dr. Shivers.

((DR. SARENA SHIVERS ON STAGE))

((SLIDE 25 — After SARENA))

Rich

Thank you, Dr. Shivers, for your
insightfulness. Today, we want to
acknowledge the winners of our MLK
student contest. Students utilized the quote,

“If I cannot do great things, I can do small
things 1n a great way.” to ispire their



entries and share with us their reflections
through artwork, videography, photography,
essays, and poetry.

CHANTELLE

We ask that all student contest winners join
us on stage, share their winning pieces with
us, and accept a small token of appreciation.

((SLIDE 26))

In the category of Portfolio Piece, our
winner 1s: Myra Shah, Wass Elementary
School

Congratulations! Thank you for sharing
your talents with us.

((SLIDE 27))
RICH



Our contest winner for Video - Short Film
is: Inban & Venba Raj Deepan,
Schroeder Elementary School

((PLAY...... VIDEO))
Congratulations, and thank you, Inban and
Venba.

((SLIDE 28))

Our contest winner for Video PSA 1is:
Janavi Ambati, Schroeder Elementary
School

((PLAY...... VIDEO))
Congratulations, and thank you, Janavi.

((SLIDE 29))
CHANTELLE



Written Pieces for the contest included
Essay Style and Poetry. Our winners will be
sharing their entries by reading them for us
this morning.

In the category of Poetry

Please welcome Syeda Tarannum from
International Academy East.

((SYEDA READS POEM))

Congratulations, and thank you Syeda. Now,
join me 1n congratulating and welcoming
our essay winner, Yaksh Shah from Larson

Middle School.
((YAKSH READS ESSAY))

RICH
Thank you, Yaksh! These students
demonstrated what Dr. King preached—that



we can all make a difference through acts
big and small. Thank you to all of the
students who submitted entries to the MLK
Contest.

RICH
((SLIDE 30))

At this time, we would like to welcome our
second guest speaker to the stage, Mr.
Gregory Smith. Mr. Smith 1s a passionate
educational leader with over 20 years of
experience from Ann Arbor, Michigan,
dedicated to empowering people from all
walks of life through the transformative
power of education. He holds a bachelor's
and master's degree from Wayne State
University and an Educational Specialist
Degree from Oakland University, and he 1s
pursuing a doctoral degree from Oakland



University. Greg 1s committed to the belief
that every individual holds boundless
potential to inspire progress, foster growth,
and uplift humanity. As a nationally
recognized speaker, he shares his voice
nationwide, delivering impactful
presentations on restorative leadership
development, belonging, and healing
cultural humility. His work inspires
educators, leaders, businesses, and
communities to create environments where
diversity 1s celebrated, voices are valued,
and everyone has the opportunity to thrive.
Greg's warmth, wisdom, and unwavering
belief in the power of human connection
continue to leave a lasting impact,
encouraging transformation and unity at
every level. Welcome, Greg Smith.



((GREG SMITH ON STAGE))

((SLIDE 31 - PLAY FIRST IN LOVE
VIDEQ))

AFTER ...., SSAB EXECUTIVE BOARD
WILL COME ON STAGE T0 GIVE
LOGISTICS OF THE REST OF THE
DAY AND DISMISS EVERYONE.

((SLIDE 32))

- Thank you, Mr. Smith and Dr.
Shivers for your impactful words! We can
all commit to leading from a place of love.
On behalf of the Superintendent Student
Advisory Board, thank you for joining us
today as we bond together to serve others.
We want to provide you with some details



about the next portion of our event, our
service projects.

First, we need you to help us track our
impact by scanning the QR code on the
screen and signing 1n as a volunteer. Please
do that now 1f you are able. There are QR
codes around the building if needed.

SSAB 2 We have several service projects,
most of which are in the main gym. When
you leave the auditorium, you will find maps
directing you toward our service projects.
Projects can be completed in any order you
choose. If one of the service projects is
crowded, please move to another one.



SSAB 3 If you are willing to donate blood
today, our blood drive will take place in the
west deck, above the main gym. There are
signs showing the way—or you can always
ask someone 1n a light blue shirt.

SSAB 4 In the gym, we will be tying fleece
blankets for those 1n need, assembling hope
bracelet-making kits for children at Grace
Centers of Hope, creating care packages for
children and their caretakers at Children’s
Hospital, packing toiletry bags for those in
need, and making cards of joy.

- Red Hawk Roast, a student-driven
Coffee Bar, will be selling coffee that
benefits the event this morning. Don’t forget
to purchase a cup and support our students.
If you have any questions throughout the



morning, please find one of us in the light
blue shirts, we are here to help.

SSAB 6 We also have important paper
banners on the wall to the right when you
enter the gym. Please take a moment to sign
our 2025 MLK banner. We are so excited to
share this Day of Service together. Please
take your time exiting the auditortum—now,
let’s go work together to spread Dr. King’s
legacy and make a positive impact!

(MUSIC LEADS US OUT))
((SLIDE 33))



