
















In 2000, Middlesex County and Middlesex County Vocational and Technical School District launched their vision of high school education. The goal was to create a STEM-focused academy that would prepare students not just for college, but for the complex challenges of 21st-century engineering
careers. Twenty-five years later, Edison Academy Magnet School has lived up to that ambitious vision and today it is a state and nationally ranked public high school.
Originally known as Middlesex County Academy of Science, Mathematics, and Engineering Technology, the school welcomed its first freshman class in fall 2000. When the vocational school district rebranded as Middlesex County Magnet Schools in 2021, the Edison, NJ based school became Edison Academy Magnet School, but its mission remained unchanged: fostering academic excellence, critical thinking, and a passion for lifelong learning.
The creation of Edison Academy demanded visionary leadership. Mr. Glenn Methner, then Director of Curriculum and Instruction, was tasked with bringing the academy to life. He and his team conducted extensive research, studying academy style educational models throughout New Jersey and beyond, with particularly valuable insights coming from sophisticated institutions in Delaware.
Mr. Methner crafted a comprehensive proposal for the Magnet School Board of Education and Commissioners of Middlesex County. The proposal faced initial rejection, however relentless advocacy from previous Commissioner Director David Crabiel and the Middlesex County Administration ultimately pushed forward an approval to build an academy style high school.
This approval marked the beginning of building a brand new county school whose purpose was to elevate high school learning and bridge secondary and postsecondary education.
With thoughtful planning, guidance, and coordinated contracting construction began in January 2000. What was originally estimated to take 18 months was completed in just 11 months, with the ribbon-cutting ceremony held on November 10, 2000.
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However, building the school was only half the battle. Mr. Methner traveled throughout Middlesex County, presenting at township Board of Education meetings, PTA gatherings, and to superintendents selling, as he called it, "a field of dreams." He was promoting a school that didn't yet exist, with no full-time teachers hired and no precedent to point to. He asked parents to invest their trust in a pioneering institution that would bring high-level learning to the forefront of high school education in Middlesex County. Many were hesitant to have their children or students attend a nonexistent school during their teenage formative years.
Mr. John Ocker has been teaching at Edison Academy since 2001 and has personally seen the school grow. He said, “I think the biggest challenge for our school was getting recognition. Many people around the county did not know about our school, or were reluctant to apply to a new school.”
The admissions process reflected the school's standards. Applicants would need to meet specific academic requirements, sit for an entrance exam, and potentially be interviewed to ensure they were prepared for the demanding pace of learning they would encounter over the next four years and beyond.
Despite these challenges, or perhaps because of them, townships and
parents embraced the vision. What started with 75 students competing for only 40 seats per grade has grown exponentially. Edison Academy now welcomes upward of 800 visitors to its open house held once yearly.
Every aspect of Edison Academy was intentional: the career majors were created based on industry forecasting and real-world needs, focusing on Civil, Mechanical, and Electrical Engineering. The curriculum was built to challenge students and train them to think critically through complex industry concepts at a high school level. Students embraced this; they challenged themselves and one another which was largely in part because of the small class sizes. It was not always about being perfect but rather testing a theory and learning from failures, while encouraging one another to find new ways to solve problems.
The [Edison] Academy will always be a huge part of my journey. It's truly the place where I fell in love with engineering, and that passion ultimately led me to choose my majors of study at Carnegie Mellon University. Beyond academics, the school's tight-knit community allowed me to truly flourish. The small size meant I wasn't just another student; I was constantly supported and encouraged to be myself. I don't think I would have been able to flourish so easily in a larger school where I might have been 'swallowed up' by hundreds of students. The Academy gave me the confidence and the foundation
to succeed. - Alumnus Rishi Ved Class of 2012HOME	MIDDLESEX COUNTY MAGNET SCHOOLS	|	INSIGHT FALL 2025	6
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The school's location on the Middlesex College campus was strategic, positioned directly behind the college's engineering buildings. This proximity allowed students and staff to attend lectures and meetings, aligning academy lessons with higher education material taught to college students only a few feet away.
Even the architecture was designed to provoke thought and trigger learning. With square footage calculated for exactly forty students per grade level, every detail served a purpose: the glass elevator
in the main common area, the mesh wiring as stairway railing, the glass windows looking into classrooms allowing visitors to observe without disrupting lessons. A new academy schedule enabled longer class periods, and teachers were encouraged to deliver "burst lessons" which are rapid cycles of topic introduction, interaction, and review that reinforced concepts through multiple approaches. This model was created to train students to think critically in multiple ways while familiarizing them with college-level learning. Years of this teaching style would allow students to enter college classrooms with confidence. They already had the foundational skills to approach problems critically.
The founding years brought success that exceeded many expectations. Under Mr. Methner's leadership as Principal and his administrative team, the school and its students forged relationships with prestigious institutions including New Jersey Institute of Technology, Rutgers School of Engineering, and Stevens Institute of Technology. These universities recognized the caliber of Edison Academy graduates, often welcoming them with substantial scholarships.
My time at the Edison Academy set me up for success in college as it helped me adapt to the pace & rigor of college classes quickly. I also made use of the Engineering foundations & principles I learned in my Civil/Mechanical engineering class in my college career, and that foundational knowledge was key to picking up more advanced concepts early on. Most importantly, the Edison Academy helped shape my work ethic and taught me the importance of community, and those are two values that I carried with me both through college and in my professional career. - Alumnus Katrina David Class of 2015
By 2008, Edison Academy ranked among the top high schools in both the state and the nation according to U.S. News & World Report. But perhaps proof of the school's impact came in an unprecedented form, one that would place a spotlight on Edison Academy's high level of achievement.
For college-bound students, the SAT represents months, sometimes years of preparation. Practice questions, test-taking strategies, timed exams. When eight Edison Academy students achieved perfect scores in a single year, it triggered an immediate response from College Board. This sparked interest from the national organization as well as the State Department of Education. The notion of eight students scoring perfect scores in the same grade from the same school was simply incomprehensible.HOME	MIDDLESEX COUNTY MAGNET SCHOOLS	|	INSIGHT FALL 2025	7
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Representatives from the College Board and the State Department of Education decided to tour Edison Academy and personally see the style and level of learning that took place at the school. Upon arrival Principal Methner assured visitors that Edison Academy students possessed not only integrity but also the skill and intellect to achieve such a feat. Not just one student, but all students.
Rather than conducting the tour himself, Mr. Methner assigned students to guide the welcomed visitors. The students demonstrated that high-level learning and comprehension of complex theories happened every single day at Edison Academy. They showed that students didn't just memorize, they mastered material. They actively sought knowledge, challenged themselves at every opportunity, and approached the SAT with the same rigor they brought to their engineering studies. Today, Edison Academy Magnet School maintains the highest average SAT score in New Jersey, with a combined average of 1,530 a mere 70 points short of perfection.
The [Edison] Academy felt more like a supportive, high-achieving family… Crucially, we were given the freedom to make mistakes and explore. Open debate was encouraged and was part of the school's fabric, which helped students like myself critically think through and balance different perspectives. It was a unique, nurturing environment that pushed us academically while allowing us to truly thrive personally. - Alumnus Rishi Ved Class of 2012
Twenty-five years after Mr. Methner sold his vision at township meetings, families throughout Middlesex County now actively seek out Edison Academy. The community realizes the school’s value and has witnessed students aim for and reach their goals. Edison Academy has earned local, state, and national recognition across diverse fields, including teams of students from Edison Academy participating in and winning NASA’s App Development Challenge in 2023 and 2025. This is a national coding challenge, where NASA presents students with real world technical problems seeking student contributions to deep space exploration missions. In 2024 a student won the 2024 Congressional App Challenge for their original app RADAR, in 2023 one student became the first ever female to win a national math competition, and recently the Edison Academy boys’ tennis team won the NJSIAA Group 1 Finals State Competition. This breadth of achievement reflects the school's mission: not to create engineers alone, but critical thinkers who excel in any field they pursue.
Much of this success stems from the strong sense of camaraderie within the school; a culture where teachers, students, and staff share earned pride in their collective achievements. Edison Academy has a lasting impact on all.
Every one of my classmates was incredibly driven and hard-working, and it was nice to have that environment in high school. Being surrounded by people that wanted to succeed definitely lifted me up & pushed me to be the best version of myself that I could be. - Alumnus Katrina David Class of 2015HOME	MIDDLESEX COUNTY MAGNET SCHOOLS	|	INSIGHT FALL 2025	10
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To the current students: you are incredibly lucky and fortunate to be part of this exceptional school and its tight-knit community.
While I found my passion in engineering, remember that even if your ultimate path isn't STEM, the lessons learned and skills picked up here transcend industries. The critical thinking, problem-solving, and collaboration you master are universal. And remember to have fun!
Cherish the world-class opportunities and relationships you are building. I promise you, ten years from now, you won't think about the B versus the A that you got on an exam. You'll think about the faculty who listened, the friends you made, and the passion you found.
- Alumnus Rishi Ved Class of 2012
Behind every student success story are the dedicated teachers and staff who have shaped Edison Academy's culture. Their insights reveal what makes the school endure:
The students get a lot of attention at our school because of its small size; however, we get significant recognition in state and national competitions among some very big schools. My mother said to me,
if you are having a bad day, remember the one student you reached, then you know you have done your job. If I could preserve one thing about this school I would preserve my colleagues, because of our skills and hard work, we teach in an excellent school. It’s been a good experience to work with them. - Mr. John Ocker, Teacher of Spanish since 2001
Our school provides a comfortable and nurturing environment as well as an exceptional academic environment which enables our students to excel. My advice to new teachers in our school is to be flexible and go with the flow! - Rosemary Simmons, School Nurse since 2002 and Advisor to the Interact Club,
Safety Ambassador Program, and Co-Advisor to NHS
"As Edison Academy Magnet School celebrates 25 years of excellence, it remains what it was always meant to be, a beacon of innovation, a testament to visionary leadership, and a launching pad for students to thrive in any career field they pursue,” said Superintendent of Schools Jorge E. Diaz.
This history is possible thanks to Mr. Glenn Methner, who shared his stories and persevered through obstacles to build the Edison Academy Magnet School we know today. Thank you to Mr. Ocker and Mrs. Simmons for sharing insights about the school and their time there. And thank you to Rishi Ved and Katrina David for lending your voices as alumni. Collectively, this article would not exist without your willingness to share your stories.
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A Quarter Century of Innovation, Achievement, and Community
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