Hands-on science takes

root at Bethel High

In a greenhouse tucked behind Bethel
High School, Jacklyn Brendible and
her students are cultivating more than
crops. They're growing confidence,
curiosity, and a deeper connection to
the environment that surrounds them.

Brendible is in her fourth year of
teaching agricultural science, and her
classroom extends far beyond the
walls of the building. It stretches into
the school's greenhouse and garden
beds, where her students get their
hands dirty as they learn what it takes
to foster plants from seed to flower.

"Students are out there almost every
day working with different plants,” she
said. "They get to really be out there
working with their group. | always like
to say, we don't need our phones, we
don't need our iPads out here. Let's
just be with the environment and
experience these different plants.”

Grady, a senior who has taken a class
with Brendible all four years of his high
school career, recently helped grow a
batch of sugar snap peas and said the
experience changed the way he thinks
about food.

“| think growing your own plants is
healthier,” he said. "We just grew a
bunch of peas, and they look way
different than the ones you get at

the store. It's more enjoyable to eat,
because you know what it is instead of
buying stuff at the store, because they
put chemicals and stuff in there.”

Brendible teaches a variety of
agricultural science courses, including
plant science, animal science, and
conservation. Topics range from

fish and wildlife to forestry and
environmental stewardship. Across
all of them, she emphasizes the

importance of understanding local
ecosystems and issues.

“I think it's important for students to
learn what's going on around them,”
she said. "We try to focus on issues

that are more pertinent to this area.”

Brendible is also responsible for
restarting the school's long-dormant
FFA chapter. Participation has grown
steadily over her four years, and this
year her students were invited to
attend the state FFA convention held
at Washington State University.

Brendible's hard work at Bethel

has not gone unnoticed. She was
recently named the Washington
State Education Association Native
Educator of the Year. It was a huge
and unexpected honor for the Alaska
native, who is a member of the
Ketchikan Indian community.

“I had no idea that this was
happening,” Brendible said. “When
they said my name, | was shocked. The
first thing | wanted to do was call my
family. | felt very honored, both in my
career and my personal life."

That recognition simply put a spotlight
on what her students have known all
along - that in Jacklyn Brendible, they
have a teacher who helps them grow
in every sense of the word.

“I'm very grateful for Ms. Brendible.

| really wasn't interested in growing
plants, but after attending Ms.
Brendible's class it has definitely
piqued my interest. I'm really excited
to learn more about it, get a deeper
understanding,” said Grady, who plans
on pursuing a degree in environmental
sciences.





