Public School Forum closing remarks
Tuesday, Sept. 10, 2024

· Thank you. I want to express my appreciation to you for joining us here today. This is a lot of information to take in, and I am grateful for the opportunity to share some closing remarks.

· First, great things are happening in our schools.  We have amazing leaders, teachers and students who are working hard to excel and succeeding.  

· If you want to see our schools in action, Guilford Education Alliance’s popular Principal for a Day event is coming up on October 2. Step into a school and shadow a principal or frontline worker for the morning.  To register, scan the QR code here on the slide or go to www.GEANC.org.    

· As you have heard today, public education is in a challenging place. Years of underfunding have led to inadequate facilities and staffing shortages. 

· We are in a highly competitive environment for the best teachers, knowing that excellent educators have the greatest impact on a child’s academic progress. Yet, state teacher pay is far below the national average, and in Guilford County, our teachers are paid 35% less than their peers in other large districts.

· And it’s not just teachers. We struggle to find and keep HVAC technicians, so we’re forced to outsource repairs at a much higher cost. We struggle to find and keep bus drivers, so drivers run double routes, causing kids to lose valuable instructional time. 

· It’s why you’ll see a referendum on the Guilford County ballot this fall that speaks to the need to increase teacher and frontline worker salaries. 

· Voters will consider a fraction-of-a-penny sales tax measure on the ballot that would raise our sales tax rate from 6.75% to 7%, the same as Forsyth, Rockingham, Randolph and other area counties. It’s important to note that the tax would not apply to essential items such as gas, groceries and prescription medication.

· If that passes, Guilford County Commissioners have pledged to use the resulting revenue to support compensation for teachers and frontline workers.  

· That additional revenue could equal more than $25 million a year, and that expense is shared with visitors and residents alike. 

· I want to recognize long-time education advocates Margaret Arbuckle and Ann Busby who are chairing the Sales Tax Committee.  I also want to thank GEA for leading the advocacy efforts for this.  

· Guilford County is fifth in the state for tourism spending – Tanger Center, our ballparks, the High Point Furniture Market, this past weekend’s amazing Folk Festival – all bring in revenue that can be leveraged to increase teacher and frontline staff pay.  

· Stop by GEA’s table in the back to get more information.  Small change here can make a big impact.  

· Teacher and staff salaries are only part of the puzzle. In Guilford County, we’ve been fortunate that our community approved $2 billion in bond funding, but even that is not enough to finance everything on our facilities needs list. With the rising cost of inflation, the $2 billion is not going as far today as it was when the bonds passed.

· In the years since COVID, we’ve been able to deploy federal relief dollars to support student achievement, and as we just announced last week, those interventions are working. 

· In 2023-24, 92 of our schools met or exceeded growth, and about a third of our schools reached proficiency levels at or above pre-COVID levels. Our graduation rate reached its highest-ever point at 92.2 percent. 

· The progress that we and other districts are making has been possible because of that federal funding, but those dollars are about to expire. 

· I know what’s happening here in Guilford County is happening across the state. Our resources might be different, but our needs are the same.

· We need highly qualified teachers and a full roster of frontline workers to continue the progress we’ve made. We need buildings that are safe learning environments with working heat and air, and solid roofs, so that students can focus on the task at hand, learning.

· What I’m saying is this: When schools have the right resources, students succeed. Better still, when students succeed, communities thrive. Businesses find workers who fit their needs. Property values increase. 

· The common denominator is public education. A strong public school system benefits everyone. 

·  So, I encourage you, as we look toward the next few weeks, to think about the people who are seeking to represent you in our state and local government. 

· Ask yourself if their values align with your values. Are they interested in supporting all children, and all communities, or just certain ones? 

· Are they interested in making sure that North Carolina is the best place for business, AND the best place for education? 

· Learn about your candidates, and vote for those who want to invest in North Carolina’s most valuable resource – our children. 

· Share what you have learned here today with your friends and neighbors. These are the facts, and I appreciate the Public School Forum of North Carolina for hosting this event and providing the information that people need to make informed decisions. 

· In Guilford County we say that we are better together, and I truly believe that. When we work together, we can achieve great things. Thank you for working with schools in your communities to support children and families. 

