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Hello everyone, I am so excited to be here to celebrate the opening of our new 21st Century Van Voorhis Elementary School building! The last time I visited, they were just digging the hole for the foundation, and to see what is has become is truly amazing.

As a former teacher and principal, I know that successful education can happen anywhere, but that the physical environment where students learn really does make a big difference.

Did you know that it is said that a school building—the learning environment-- serves as a kind of “third teacher?” Who do you think is the first teacher? Well, your human teacher, of course! And the second teacher—your fellow students. We learn with and through each other.

So what about that third teacher—the building? How does it teach?  

First, as with all DoDEA teachers, we expect that our school buildings will be highly adaptable to the needs of our students. 

Long gone are the days of teachers standing at a chalkboard and lecturing to students sitting in rows of desks. 

This school embodies our commitment to adaptability. With flexible layouts, movable walls, and open spaces, our 21st Century Schools are designed for teachers to adjust their lessons to meet the needs of each individual student.

At DoDEA, we have the privilege of being the highest ranked school system in the United States on the National Assessment of Educational Progress, also known as the Nation’s Report Card. We achieved those results in large part because we understand that education requires collaboration at every level. 

Our schools are purpose built to facilitate teamwork and collaboration between students; between teachers; between subjects; and between grade levels. 

We learn best when we learn from one another; I often say, ‘we are better together,’ and it is our job to facilitate an environment in which information can flow in every direction. 

This building is an expression of our commitment to our students and our community. It shows that we value you and that you deserve the very best! We believe that our students have limitless potential, and that it is our joyful duty to help our students achieve that potential. And just like our students are at the heart of all we do, we want our schools to be the heart of our communities. 

This is such a wonderful community. It’s marvelous that you are able to enjoy student-led morning news broadcasts; math and reading curriculum nights; the fall festival; book fairs; walkathons; and that you offer a wide selection of student clubs. 

And speaking of better together: making this building come together took a lot of teamwork and collaboration! I want to thank everyone who helped make the transition to this new building a reality. I know it was a huge project, and the effort and dedication of everyone involved is amazing. 

This will be a place where students love learning and growing; and where teachers will feel empowered to collaborate and learn and grow alongside their students. 

Thank you so much for being here for this wonderful celebration.  
