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Do you have a SOARing moment you want to 
celebrate? Complete our online form to be 

considered! Visit bit.ly/plssoar or  
scan the QR code to submit. 
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LETTER FROM THE 
	 Superintendent 

LETTER FROM THE 
	 Editor

Dear Plain Local Community, 

As we find ourselves in the heart 
of winter, I want to take a 
moment to reflect on the 
incredible teamwork and 
dedication that keeps our district 
running smoothly during this 
challenging season. It’s easy to 
overlook the behind-the-scenes work 
that ensures our schools remain safe and 
supportive environments, even on the coldest, snowiest days.
I would like to extend a special thank you to our custodians, 
maintenance crew, grounds crew, bus drivers, and all those who 
work tirelessly in the elements during these winter months. Whether 
it’s clearing parking lots, salting walkways, maintaining warm and 
functional buildings, or safely transporting students to and from 
school, your efforts do not go unnoticed.

To our families and staff, I encourage you to take a moment to recognize 
and thank these individuals when you see them. They are essential 
members of our team, ensuring that we can all continue to focus on 
providing exceptional education and opportunities for our students.

As we look ahead to brighter days and warmer weather, let’s 
continue to lift each other up, embrace the challenges, and soar into 
the new year with pride and purpose.

Thank you for being an integral part of what makes Plain Local 
Schools such a special place.

Go Eagles!

Brent May  

Superintendent 

Dear Plain Local Community, 

Welcome to the Winter Issue of 
Eagle Nation Magazine! As we 
settle into the season, I’m thrilled to 
highlight six outstanding GlenOak 
High School students who are part 
of the International Baccalaureate 
(IB) program. Their stories and 
experiences embody what it means to 
soar as Golden Eagles—taking on challenges, 
exploring global perspectives, and preparing for bright futures.

I’d like to extend a heartfelt thank you to GlenOak’s Commercial 
Photography teacher, Jeannene Mathis-Bertosa, and senior 
student Laila Johnson for their invaluable contributions to this issue. 
Their talent and dedication brought the vision for our cover photos 
to life, beautifully capturing the spirit of our featured students.

A special thank you as well to the six IB students for sharing their 
journeys and participating in this project. Your willingness to 
represent this exceptional program shines a light on the opportunities 
IB provides to our students and inspires others to aim high.

I hope this issue offers the community a deeper understanding of 
the IB program and its incredible impact on our students. Thank 
you for your continued support of Plain Local Schools and for 
celebrating the achievements of our students alongside us.

Stay warm, and as always, Go Eagles!

 

Mary Beddell 

Director of Public Relations 

A glimpse into the making of the 
Eagle Nation Magazine Winter Issue 
cover! GlenOak High School’s 
Commercial Photography teacher, 
Jeannene Mathis-Bertosa, worked 
alongside senior Laila Johnson to 
capture the perfect shot featuring 
six outstanding International 
Baccalaureate students.
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THE IB EXPERIENCE:
Preparing Global Learners 
at GlenOak High School
At GlenOak High School, the International Baccalaureate (IB) Programme is shaping the 
leaders and learners of tomorrow. GlenOak, the only high school in Stark County to offer 
this globally recognized program, gives students the opportunity to engage in rigorous 
academics, develop critical skills, and grow into well-rounded individuals prepared to take 
on the world.

Established in 1968 in Geneva, Switzerland, the International Baccalaureate Organization 
now spans over 5,900 schools in more than 160 countries. GlenOak became an authorized 
IB World School in 2018, offering both the full IB Diploma Programme (DP) and individual IB 
courses to juniors and seniors.

Students can begin their IB journey by applying for courses during the scheduling process 
in their sophomore year. All IB courses span two years and culminate in internal and 
external assessments during the senior year. Not only does IB push students academically, 
but it also provides opportunities to earn significant college credit. In Ohio, a score of 4 (out 
of 7) on a Higher Level IB course or a 5 on a Standard Level course guarantees college 
credit at public institutions, with many private colleges also recognizing IB scores.

Whether pursuing individual IB courses or the full Diploma Programme, GlenOak students 
gain skills that prepare them for success in college, careers, and life. In this article, you’ll 
hear from six IB students—Rachel Geiger, Grace McKenna, Brendan Dunphy, Cam’Ron 
Ajebe, Chloe Garner, and Soren Lewis—about their experiences, challenges, and the 
impact of IB on their futures.

Ms. Megan Leatherman engages students during an IB Psychology SL 
class, encouraging critical thinking and discussion as part of GlenOak 
High School’s International Baccalaureate Programme.
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What are your plans after graduation?

I plan to attend college and study exercise science.

I plan to attend college and study speech pathology.

College, likely for mechanical engineering or  
something in art.

I hope to major in political science in college before  
going on to specialize in constitutional law at law school.  
I hope to have a career as a public servant using my  
law background.

I plan to attend college and currently aim to pursue  
a career in engineering. Even if that goal changes, my main 
inspiration is contributing to a more sustainable and 
conscious world.

I plan to attend college.

What clubs/activities are you involved  
with at GlenOak?

Sources of Strength, All School Musical, OMUN,  
Student Council

I am involved in the dance program and I am a member  
of the color guard here at GlenOak. As well as a member of 
the Symphonic Strings ensemble.

Guitar and Art

I am in OMUN, National Honors Society, a Writer and  
Social Media manager for the Eagle, Student Ambassador,

Soccer, the National Honor Society, French National Honor 
Society, French Club, Mu Alpha Theta, and Más Amor

I am a member of the swim team. I belong to Mu Alpha 
Theta, Student Council and Mas Amor.
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In IB math we go beyond equations – we connect the puzzle pieces of math. It’s about understanding how 
Algebra, Geometry, Statistics, and Calculus fit together, creating well-rounded thinkers ready for any 
challenge. Our students become more than just problem solvers; they become critical thinkers who can apply 
mathematical principles across various disciplines.” 
— Mrs. Maria Speakman, IB Math teacher
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What made you want to be part of the  
IB Programme at GlenOak?

My brother did it and really advocated for it. Also I like the 
idea of more of an open minded type of learning with 
seminars and discussions.

I wanted to be part of the IB Programme because I love the 
style and structure of the classes. IB classes are much more 
seminar and writing based. This style of learning is very 
beneficial to me and my learning which is one of the many 
reasons why I chose to be part of the IB Programme.

The IB program sounded appealing to me because I wanted 
to get a head start on college, and just get into the mindset 
for it. Also, being in an atmosphere where group discussion 
and collaboration are key factors sounded perfect for me.

I came from a very small town before I came here.  
The curriculum offered there was good, but didn’t quite offer 
the unique and global perspective on the learning experience 
that I learned IB was capable of. Upon learning of IB,  
I immediately felt it was the piece of my education I was 
missing, so I knew it was right for me.

As a sophomore, I was drawn to the challenge of IB and the 
unorthodoxy of it by American standards. The international 
aspect of the Programme was a major factor in considering 
my decision as well, as it expanded the scope of my learning 
and represented an opportunity to interact and learn at a 
global level. Knowing that GlenOak is the only IB school in the 
county made the prospect of these classes special; I felt 
lucky to have the chance to take them.

I felt that IB would best prepare me for college. I also was 
interested in the different style of learning.

What has been your most impactful IB lesson,  
class or teacher?

My most impactful IB class has been HL Math. It has 
challenged me in so many ways that I didn’t think were 
possible. I know that whatever math classes I have to take  
in college that I will be prepared for it and excel in them.

It is so hard to pick just one class that has been the most 
impactful, but so far I would have to say Global Politics has 
been the most impactful because it has really opened my 
eyes to a lot of issues currently happening around the  
world that I was not as knowledgeable on before I began  
this course.

My most impactful IB teacher would have to be Mrs. 
Caldwell. She inspires me to do better on all my assignments 
and to put forth my best self no matter what it is.

I feel that the Theory of Knowledge IB core class has 
surprised me as one of the most mentally engaging and 
thought provoking classes I have had. It has enabled me to 
think critically about various aspects of art, knowledge, 
history, and science, and approach them from angles I had 
not before understood.

Every single IB class has been very impactful for me. 
However, the Theory of Knowledge course has possibly been 
one of the most impactful IB classes, as it introduced me to a 
new way of looking at the world. In the class, we discuss 
questions such as, “What is knowledge?” and, “How do we 
define art?”. Hearing my classmates’ viewpoints on these 
seemingly straightforward concepts revealed that they are 
anything but clear. The course has been a unique opportunity 
to academically explore more philosophical questions that 
regular classes do not provide.

My most impactful class so far has been Theory of 
Knowledge. It has expanded my view for many different 
things in the world.
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How do you think being part of the IB Programme 
will or has prepared you for your future?

The IB Programme has taught me to look at multiple different 
perspectives and talk to people and work together to figure 
out the best possible ways to get the solution. I think this will 
help me in the future to know that there is always a way to 
solve a problem; I might just have to look at it in a different 
way, whether it is in school or in life.

IB will prepare me for the future because it teaches you a 
whole new way of thinking. This way of thinking is very open 
minded and global. I am hoping that I will be able to take 
these skills with me into my future to help me succeed.

By giving me the skills to better communicate and work 
better with others. Since I started the IB program I have felt 
like I can be more outgoing. I came to the realization that 
everyone has ideas, same as me, so why should I not share 
my own?

The rigor alone I believe has prepared me for college level 
academics. Outside of that, however, I feel that the globally 
minded approach to the course content has given me better 
insight into the perspectives other nations and cultures have 
on everyday things like tradition, art, science, and morality.

The IB Programme has prepared me for my future in 
numerous ways. Briefly, it has taught me that there is never 
one right way to do something, it has taught me the value of 
different opinions, and it has allowed me to form true and 
genuine connections with my classmates. From an academic 
standpoint, the workload that IB requires is intense and 
requires you to be involved in your community. For that 
reason I feel that the Programme has greatly contributed to 
my work ethic and ability to reach out to others.

I think being part of IB is preparing me for future life skills.  
The 7 core concepts IB wants its learners to think about are 
communication, creativity, perspective, representation, 
identity, culture and transformation.
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As the IB Head of School and 
a parent of two IB graduates, 
I can attest to the quality and 
rigor of the learning. Students 
are stretched to think globally 
and creatively. I have watched 
students undertake challenges 
they thought they could not do 
and emerge with confidence 
and pride after successfully 
navigating new intellectual 
terrain.”

— �Mrs. Gayle Kimbrough,  
IB Head of School and 
GlenOak Principal
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IB DIPLOMA PROGRAMME COORDINATOR
Meet Dr. Jennifer Austin, 

Dr. Jennifer Austin, GlenOak’s IB Diploma Programme Coordinator, is passionate about guiding students 
and teachers through the IB journey. “The IB Diploma Programme is like a family. We are a community  
of learners. We support each other and strive to do our best to help each other be successful,”  
says Dr. Austin.

She brings a wealth of experience and dedication to her role as the International Baccalaureate (IB)  
Diploma Programme Coordinator at GlenOak High School. A passionate educator, Dr. Austin holds  
a PhD in Curriculum and Instruction from Kent State University (2022), where she also earned her MAT  
in Secondary Education (2002). She began her academic journey with a BA in English and Journalism  
from Miami University (1999).

Dr. Austin has been a cornerstone of Plain Local Schools for over two decades, serving as an English 
teacher from 2002 to 2021 before stepping into her current role as IB Coordinator in 2022. Her leadership 
extends beyond the classroom—she has served as a New Teacher Mentor, National Honor Society Advisor, 
and English Department Team Leader. She also represented teachers on the Building Leadership Team  
and District Leadership Team contributing to schoolwide improvement efforts.

As IB Coordinator, Dr. Austin’s responsibilities include everything from supporting students academically to 
managing the logistics of the IB exams. She promotes the program to families, leads teacher professional 
development, and ensures that IB curriculum materials stay up-to-date. “I want the IB Diploma Programme 
to continue to grow, and I want the students to be successful in their learning,” she shares.

I want the IB Diploma 
Programme to continue 
to grow, and I want the 
students to be successful 
in their learning.”
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Why Choose IB? A Community of Learners 
Dr. Austin believes that IB is for any student eager to grow academically and personally.  
“IB students develop skills like critical thinking, research, communication, and writing,”  
she says. “But they also develop empathy, confidence, and compassion that will serve  
them well in life after high school.”

At GlenOak, IB is not meant to be exclusive but rather accessible and enriching. With 150 
students currently enrolled in at least one IB course and 17 pursuing the full Diploma 
Programme, the IB community continues to grow. GlenOak offers 12 IB subject courses plus 
the IB Core, providing students with an academically challenging yet supportive environment.

For those considering IB, Dr. Austin’s advice is simple: “If you are a student who enjoys 
learning and wants to grow, the IB Diploma Programme at GlenOak is the place for you!”

The Heart of IB: Students and Teachers 
What makes IB truly special at GlenOak? According to Dr. Austin, it’s the students and 
teachers. “The students in the programme are balanced and reflective thinkers and effective 
communicators who enjoy inquiry-based learning. The teachers who teach as part of the  
IB Diploma Programme are the heart and soul of the programme,” she explains.

International mindedness is a key component of IB. Students learn to appreciate diverse 
perspectives and become lifelong learners who want to make a difference in the world.  
“IB encourages students to respect all cultures, be lifelong learners, and be active members  
of their community,” Dr. Austin adds.

Learn More About IB 
For families and students interested in learning more about the IB Programme at GlenOak, 
there will be an information session on February 13, 2025 during scheduling night at the  
high school.

GlenOak High School is proud to support the IB mission: “To develop inquiring, 
knowledgeable, caring young people who help create a better and more peaceful world 
through intercultural understanding and respect.”

GlenOak senior Lucy Shaheen participates in a lively discussion during 
Mrs. Pam Dentler’s IB Spanish course, showcasing the collaborative and 
engaging environment of the IB Programme at GlenOak High School.
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The IB Programme at GlenOak High School stretches critical thinking  
and collaboration amongst our students. It embraces open-mindedness 
and multiple perspectives about important issues in our world.”

— �Mr. Ryan Foltz, IB Global Politics teacher

Mr. Ryan Foltz leads students in thoughtful discussion during IB Global Politics, encouraging them to explore pressing international issues and diverse 
perspectives as part of GlenOak High School’s IB Programme.
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BARON EICHELDINGER, 
AVONDALE ELEMENTARY 

“Baron Eicheldinger is a fourth-grade 
student at Avondale Elementary 
School. Baron was recently named 
the Plain Township Rotary Student of 
the Month. He is a natural leader who 
shows great care and compassion for 
others. Baron’s interests include 
participating in wrestling, football, 
baseball, and tennis. He also enjoys traveling 
with his family. Baron is always eager to lend a helping hand and 
brighten the day of those around him. He shows respect to his 
teachers and classmates and can always be found SOARING in 
meeting the expectations set before him. One notable example of his 
leadership is his dedication to mentoring a first-grade student who 
needs extra support, demonstrating his care and responsibility. This is 
just one of many instances where Baron’s positive influence is felt at 
Avondale. Baron makes everyone at Avondale proud!” 

Nominated by Matt Gagnon, Avondale Elementary Principal 

ELIZA TOPPIN,  
BARR ELEMENTARY 

“It is my absolute honor to recognize 
Eliza Toppin, an outstanding Grade 4 
student from Barr Elementary. She 
truly exemplifies what it means to be 
a responsible learner, genuine friend, 
leader, and exceptional learner! Eliza 
is exemplary in her academics, has a 
positive attitude, and is always willing to 
help anyone in need. Her smile is contagious 
and inspiring! She is always determined to do her best at all that she 
sets out to do! For example, Eliza is the first female in the history of 

As we embrace the theme “Watch Me Soar” for the 2024-2025 school year, we celebrate the remarkable 
determination and perseverance of our students. Each issue of Eagle Nation Magazine will spotlight those who 
exemplify the spirit of soaring. Join us in recognizing their incredible journeys and the impact they have on our 
Plain Local Schools family.

STUDENTS
the GlenOak wrestling program to take 1st place in the All-Star 
Wrestling Tournament. Earlier this year, she was named the 
CHAMPION in her weight class! She serves as a Champion in Me 
member at Barr and never stops short of doing her very best in all that 
she sets her mind to. Eliza, we are so very proud of you! Your beautiful 
heart inspires so many and reminds all of us what it means to be a 
true role model.” 

Nominated by Camille Anderson, Barr Elementary Principal 

LIBBY BLACK,  
FRAZER ELEMENTARY 

“Libby is such a kind and intentional 
student who welcomes and accepts 
others with her whole heart. She is 
respectful and takes responsibility for 
her actions. Libby always meets and 
exceeds expectations for behavior in 
and out of the classroom.”

Nominated by Mrs. Morales and Miss 
Maiorana, Frazer Elementary Teachers 

RAVEN SHULL,  
MIDDLEBRANCH ELEMENTARY 

“Raven is an outstanding student and 
leader among her peers! After 
learning about conservation in 
science class, Raven took the 
initiative to create a slideshow 
presentation on different types of 
lightbulbs that save energy—all on her 
own! She shared this presentation with 
her teacher, Ms. Pochubay, and her 
classmates. This type of initiative and ‘going the extra 
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LONDON MILLSAP, GLENWOOD 
INTERMEDIATE SCHOOL 

“London is a true leader at 
Glenwood! She is always doing 
what is expected of her and so 
much more. She is respectful, 
kind, and always helping out 
around the classroom. She has a 
kind heart that shines bright in 
school. Her ability to SOAR every 
single day is admirable.” 

Nominated by Trisha Williams, Glenwood Intermediate School 
Principal

LAYLAH SHANKEL,  
OAKWOOD MIDDLE SCHOOL 

“Laylah has a positive attitude 
every day and is an outstanding 
example to others as she is 
always prepared and focused on 
the task at hand. Laylah is liked as 
well as respected by her peers and 
is always willing to help others. She 
is actively involved with lessons and 
prioritizes her work. Laylah works with 
everyone in the classroom and is a bright spot in the day!” 

Nominated by Chicola Whitfield, Oakwood Middle School 
Deputy Principal

KENNEDY MCCLELLAN,  
GLENOAK HIGH SCHOOL 

Kennedy takes both honors-level 
and International Baccalaureate 
classes here at GlenOak High 
School. Jackie Blaydes had the 
following to say about Kennedy: 
“Kennedy has been an exceptional 
student in the Plain Local Dance 
Program for the past 14 years. She 
possesses a natural dance talent that is 
evident every time she takes the stage. She is a true leader, 
constantly strives for excellence, and always goes the extra 
mile to make a positive impact on the dance program.”

Nominated by Tyler Adkins, GlenOak High School Academy 
Principal

mile’ is what being ‘Ready to Learn’ is all about! In addition, 
Raven is an awesome kid. She is kind, creative, and an active 
member of our Fourth Grade Leadership Team. Way to SOAR, 
Raven!”

Nominated by Jennifer Moff, Middlebranch Elementary Principal

JASLYNN ELLIOT,  
TAFT ELEMENTARY 

“Jaslynn exemplifies what it means 
to be a caring and compassionate 
member of the Taft Elementary 
community. She has a remarkable 
ability to notice when someone is 
having a tough day and is always 
the first to offer her help. Jaslynn’s 
kindness extends beyond her peers—
her care for the entire school community 
shines brightly. Her thoughtful demeanor creates an environment 
where others feel supported, valued, and uplifted. Jaslynn 
reminds us all that at Taft, there’s always a helping hand or a 
listening ear, thanks to students like her. We’re so proud to have 
her as part of our Taft family!” 

Nominated by Kortney Milford, Taft Elementary Principal

DAVID STEED,  
WARSTLER ELEMENTARY 

“David is a shining example of a 
SOARing student at Warstler, 
consistently striving for academic 
excellence while also being a 
supportive and caring friend to his 
peers in 3rd grade. He doesn’t just 
excel in the classroom; he also takes 
on the role of a champion in his own 
life, bravely managing Type 1 Diabetes. On 
11/14, World Diabetes Day, David seized the opportunity to 
educate both students and staff about living well with diabetes, 
inspiring everyone around him. Our school community proudly 
wore blue in support of David and the ongoing fight for a cure. 
His kindness, strength, and determination to be the best version 
of himself every day are truly inspiring. We are excited to watch 
him continue to grow and thrive at Plain Local Schools!” 

Nominated by Carolyn Herstich, Warstler Elementary School 
Principal

Do you have a soaring moment to share? 
Complete our online form by scanning  

the QR code or visiting bit.ly/plssoar
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AROUND THE District

Avondale Students 
Explore Global 
Literature and 
Cultures

Avondale students in Ms. 
Ferguson’s grade 1 and 2 
blended classroom took 
their reading, writing, and 
presenting skills to a new 
level as they designed and 
created informational display 
boards to educate others 
about literature in countries 
around the world.

As part of the first-grade  
Wit & Wisdom curriculum, 
students read the highly 
enriched text My Librarian is a 
Camel. From this book, students 
learned how people in different 
parts of the world receive their 
books and information. While analyzing the text and making 
comparisons, students were amazed and intrigued by how different—
and yet similar—other countries are in terms of accessing books. A 
shared realization among the class was how surprising it is that 
literature isn’t as easily accessible in many parts of the world as it is in 
the United States.

Driven by curiosity, the students extended their learning by researching 
various countries to better understand their needs, strengths, and 
access to literature.

“It was heartwarming to see the kiddos come together and support 
one another to achieve this goal! They loved learning about other 
places and cultures and became so grateful for the opportunities they 
have here with their books,” said Ms. Ferguson.

The class worked in partnerships and groups to build collaboration and 
teamwork skills while working toward a common goal: creating display 
boards to share information about diverse countries with their peers.

Students completed this project in phases. First, they collected key 
information from the text. Next, they used Chromebooks and the 
National Geographic for Kids website to research their chosen country 
in greater detail. Finally, they combined all their knowledge into a 
presentable format to share with others.

The students enjoyed collaborating on this project and were proud to 
share the world of literature with their peers. The experience gave 
them a deeper appreciation for the ease of access to books and 
learning opportunities they enjoy at Avondale and across the U.S. 

For more information, please email Avondale Elementary at 
avondale@plainlocal.org.

Building Confidence One Word at a Time at Barr 

At Barr Elementary, fostering both academic growth and 
personal confidence is a priority. One inspiring example of this 
mission in action is the work of Academic Specialist Mrs. 
Debbie Duffy, who has found a simple yet powerful way to 
empower her students. After each lesson she teaches, Mrs. 
Duffy encourages her students to say a positive word of 
encouragement about themselves, which instills self-confidence 
and positivity in every student.

Research shows that self-affirmation can significantly boost 
motivation and self-esteem, especially in young learners.  
Mrs. Duffy has tapped into this principle by making self-
encouragement a part of her daily routine with students. At  
the end of each lesson, she takes a moment to pause, and  
as each student looks in the mirror, they say a positive word  
about themselves.

Students might say, “I 
am confident,” “I am 
strong,” or “I am a 
great reader.” These 
affirmations not only 
help students end the 
lesson on a positive 
note but also reinforce 
a growth mindset, 
reminding them that 
progress and effort are 
worth celebrating.

This practice has had a 
noticeable impact on 
students. They leave 
Mrs. Duffy’s classroom 
visibly confident and 
encouraged. “When 
students believe in 
themselves, they are 
more likely to engage, 
take risks, and 
persevere through difficulties,” says Principal Anderson.
By integrating self-affirmation into daily lessons, Mrs. Duffy not 
only strengthens students’ academic skills but also nurtures their 
emotional well-being.

“I know that every student has the potential to succeed, and 
they need to be reminded of their potential,” Mrs. Duffy explains.

As educators continue to seek ways to inspire confidence and 
resilience in their students, Mrs. Duffy reminds us that 
sometimes, all it takes is one positive word at a time. 

For more information, please email Barr Elementary at 
barr@plainlocal.org. 

Mrs. Duffy, who serves as the Academic 
Specialist at Barr Elementary, reinforces 
the importance of encouragement to her 
students each day.

Avondale students proudly present 
their research project on Indonesia, 
showcasing their creativity and hard 
work while exploring global literature 
and cultures.
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Words of Character at Frazer Elementary

Teaching kids vocabulary is a vital and important part of early child 
development. But which words should you choose to teach, and how 
do you know what they will need to prepare for their future? Which 
words will help them become better readers, writers, and humans? 
This school year at Frazer, we decided to tackle vocabulary building 
with morpheme matrices (the smallest unit of word meaning) using 
high-frequency prefixes, suffixes, Latin roots, and Greek forms based 
on our six pillars of character.

Through our partnership with the 
YMCA, we recognize one student 
every month from each homeroom 
who exemplifies a “Character 
Champion” and celebrate them 
during our Friday Finales whole-
school assembly. So far this year, 
we have recognized students for 
the character traits of respect, 
citizenship, and care. We look 
forward to recognizing additional 
students for the character traits of 
responsibility, fairness, and 
trustworthiness in the months 
ahead. These values were 
identified in 1992 by a nonpartisan, secular group of youth 
development experts as core ethical values that transcend cultural, 
religious, and socioeconomic differences. But what do these big 
words mean, and how can we build students’ vocabulary to help them 
understand what they are working to be recognized for?

To help Frazer students better understand the six pillars of character 
and increase their vocabulary knowledge, we started a “Word of the 
Week” focus. Each week, a word is chosen that explains or relates to 
the character trait of the month. For example, when the character trait 
of the month was caring, the words of the week included empathetic, 

Glenwood Intermediate’s ABC Club: Celebrating Excellence

At Glenwood Intermediate School, students are encouraged to achieve their best through the 
ABC Club, a program that rewards excellence in Attendance, Behavior, and Classwork. Each 
month, students who maintain outstanding attendance, avoid behavioral infractions, and 
complete 100% of their classwork earn their coveted ABC Card. This card unlocks special 
privileges every Wednesday, such as Hat Day and Sunglasses Day, adding fun and excitement 
to their school experience.

These dedicated students exemplify the GWIS SOAR values:
• �Showing respect      • �Owning their choices      • �Acting kindly      • �Ready to learn

To recognize their commitment, the PTO sponsors a special treat at the end of each month, 
celebrating their hard work and positive attitude. The ABC Club not only promotes academic 
and behavioral excellence but also fosters a sense of community and pride in being a 
Glenwood Intermediate School student. 

For more information, email Glenwood at glenwood@plainlocal.org.

reflect, support, and transmit. These words 
combine high-frequency bases or roots with 
common prefixes and suffixes.

Each morning on the announcements,  
Mrs. Coar repeats the word of the week:

• �Monday: Students learn the word and its 
definition.

• �Tuesday: They learn the prefix and 
explore other prefixes that can be 
interchanged to make new words.

• �Wednesday: They learn the suffix and 
discuss additional suffixes that can be 
added to the word.

• �Thursday: The root of the word and its 
meaning are explored to help students 
relate it to other words they encounter.

• �Friday: Students are encouraged to 
create sentences using the word.

Throughout the week, students use the whiteboard in the cafeteria—
where the morphology matrix is displayed—to create words and 
sentences with the word of the week. The power of word expansion 
becomes art as creativity and understanding flourish.

Through this display of creativity and fun with wordplay, students  
learn to apply the morphological skills they gain each day while also 
understanding how these words help define character. This synthesis of 
learning allows each student to develop a deeper appreciation of our rich 
language, build depth and breadth in their vocabulary knowledge, and 
focus on the meaning behind the character traits that shape their actions.

By engaging in this process, we continue to grow and nurture the 
amazing little humans that make up our incredible Frazer family. 

For more information, please email Frazer Elementary at  
frazer@plainlocal.org. 

Glenwood Intermediate students Cooper 
Schenck, Korie Pudder, Maysen Kilgo, Chloe 
Eicher, Es’Maria Hampton, and Nora Deibel 
proudly celebrate their achievements as ABC 
Club members, embodying excellence in 
Attendance, Behavior, and Classwork.

Peyton Sukosd uses the word of 
the week, transmit, to write a 
sentence about her love for  
her family. 

Zaida Harr was chosen 
as the character 
champion of the month 
for her citizenship by 
her teacher Mrs. Baier.
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Izzy Beadle, or “Ernie the Eagle” as she’s 
affectionately known, has proudly served as our 
high school mascot for the past three years. A 
true embodiment of kindness, respect, and 
dedication, she is always ready to lend a helping 
hand. Juggling her role as Ernie with a demanding 
schedule that includes academics, athletics, and 
active involvement in the school community, Izzy 
has perfected the art of balancing it all.

As a committed member of the Swim Team 
throughout all four years of high school, she will 
earn her fourth letter this year. Beyond her 
athletic achievements, Izzy is also a proud 
member of the National Honor Society and 
consistently makes time to attend a variety of 
school events each week. Despite the busy 
demands of being a student-athlete, an honors 
student, and a beloved school mascot, Izzy 
navigates it all with remarkable grace. Her 
easygoing nature and infectious smile make her 
a joy to be around, and her strong work ethic 
and amiable character have earned her the 
admiration of both staff and students.

The crisp autumn air carried more than just the scent of changing leaves this year—it carried 
the electrifying energy of GlenOak High School’s fall sports teams as they soared to 
unprecedented success. With district championships, state-level performances, and team-first 
triumphs, the Golden Eagles launched the 2024-2025 athletic year in unforgettable fashion.

It was a historic season on the pitch as both the boys and girls soccer teams brought home 
district championships. The boys team claimed their first district title since 2008, finishing with 
a remarkable 13-5-3 record. This milestone season was highlighted by standout performances, 
including All-Ohio honors for Nick Walls.

Meanwhile, the girls soccer team made history of their own, earning their first-ever district 
championship. Their 13-5-1 record and remarkable teamwork set the tone for an 
unforgettable campaign, with Addison Hamm’s All-Ohio recognition adding an exclamation 
point to the season.

Ernie the Eagle, brought to life by Izzy 
Beadle, high-fives a GlenOak football 
player, spreading school spirit and pride 
on the sidelines.

As the soccer teams celebrated their 
victories, the boys and girls cross country 
teams were making strides—literally—toward 
the state championships in Columbus. For 
the first time since 2003, both teams qualified 
for the state meet as full squads, showcasing 
depth, determination, and unity.

The girls cross country team delivered a 
stellar performance, tying for 9th place in the 
Division 1 state rankings. The boys team also 
impressed with a 19th-place finish, cementing 
GlenOak’s reputation as a school that thrives 
under pressure.

On the courts, the girls tennis team continued 
the trend of success, claiming 3rd place in the 
Federal League and finishing with a strong 
14-6 overall record. Their competitive spirit 
and dedication to improvement left a lasting 
impression on fans and opponents alike.

Not to be outdone, the boys golf team 
showcased their talent and consistency, 
finishing 3rd in the Stark County 
Championships. Their determination 
throughout the season reflected the Golden 

The Heart Behind Ernie the Eagle

Soaring to New Heights: GlenOak Fall Sports Teams Shine

Let’s take a closer look at the person behind 
the mascot:

What is your favorite memory of serving as 
our school mascot?
“One of my favorite memories is ‘Trunk-or-
Treat,’ which is hosted by the Stark Sheriff’s 
Office at the Fairgrounds every fall. Kids from 
all over the county come to trick-or-treat, and 
mascots from different schools are there too. 
It’s always so much fun to hang out with the 
other mascots. Since Ernie doesn’t have a 
team, it’s nice to connect with others who 
understand what it’s like to wear a mascot 
costume.”

What advice would you give to a student 
who wants to get involved in school 
activities?
“Getting involved is so important, but my 
advice would be to avoid overextending 
yourself. I’ve learned that balancing my role 
as Ernie with being a swimmer and keeping 
up with my schoolwork can be overwhelming 
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GlenOak is Going Green!

SHREK THE MUSICAL is coming to the 
Abbey Foltz Stage on March 6, 7, and 8 at 
7:00 PM. Presented by GlenOak Musical 
Theater Productions, this fabulous musical 
will feature not only high school students but 
also spotlight select students from our 
Saturday Enrichment Dance program. This 
truly is an “all-school” musical, with several 
Career Tech classes—including Light and 
Sound Technologies and Construction 
Trades—joining the arts students and 
production team to create a spectacular and 
memorable show.

Come see all your favorite fairy tale creatures 
come to life, along with Princess Fiona, Donkey, 
Lord Farquaad, and—of course—SHREK! This 
is the tale of everyone’s favorite ogre.

Artistic Director Brian Kieffer commented,  
“Of course, we want the students to have  
an amazing and educational musical theater 
experience, but we also hope to create 
something special for our entire school and 
community to enjoy and be proud of.” 
Staging Director Amy Sima-Dirham added, 
“Although Shrek is a show full of laughs and 
fun production numbers, the themes of 
self-acceptance, the importance of following 
your heart, and the power of love come 
through loud and clear.”

Join us for a fantastical evening of laughter and 
adventure as our talented team of students and 
directors present SHREK THE MUSICAL! 
Based on the beloved DreamWorks film, this 
colorful and animated production will take you 
on a journey through the swamps of friendship 
and self-discovery. With unforgettable songs, 
vibrant characters, and a heartwarming story, 
it’s a show for all ages!

Don’t miss your chance to see the magic 
unfold on stage—mark your calendars for 
March 6, 7, and 8 at 7:00 PM. Tickets will  
be available in February on plainlocal.org 
under “Arts.” 

Izzy Beadle, as Ernie the Eagle, strikes a pose 
while representing GlenOak with enthusiasm 
and pride. Ernie’s energy continues to bring 
smiles to the school community.

Izzy Beadle, the dedicated 
student behind “Ernie  
the Eagle,” balances 
academics, athletics, and 
school spirit with kindness 
and grace throughout her 
high school career.

at times. Sometimes, I have to prioritize one commitment  
over another.”

What are your plans after your time as Ernie the Eagle?
“I’d love to continue being a mascot in college. Right now,  
I’m looking at the University of Akron or the University of 
Cincinnati, both of which have great mascot programs.”

Is there anyone who has had a significant impact on your 
school experience?
“My school counselor, Mr. Crum, has made a huge impact on 
my high school journey. He encouraged me to try out for 
Ernie when I was a sophomore, and his support has been 
invaluable. He’s also a great person to turn to when I need 
advice or someone to talk to during stressful times.”

Eagles’ commitment 
to excellence.

These achievements 
underscore the hard 
work, resilience, 
and passion of 
GlenOak’s athletes 
and coaches. 
Whether dominating 
on the soccer field, 
conquering cross 
country trails, or 
excelling in tennis 
and golf, these 
teams have set the 
bar high for the rest 
of the athletic year. 

For more 
information, please 
email the Athletic 
Department at 
gohsathletics@
plainlocal.org. 
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Plain Local Schools Celebrates 
Statewide Recognition

The Plain Local Schools community is proud to 
celebrate an outstanding achievement by Kent 
Hamilton, physical education teacher at Avondale 
and Middlebranch Elementary Schools. Hamilton 
has been named the Elementary Physical 
Education Teacher of the Year for the state of Ohio 
by the Ohio Association for Health, Physical 
Education, Recreation, and Dance (OAHPERD).

This prestigious award recognizes Hamilton’s 
dedication to teaching excellence, his innovative 
approaches to physical education, and his 
commitment to his students. Known for his 
passion for fostering a love of activity, teamwork, 
and sportsmanship, Hamilton creates engaging 
learning experiences that encourage students to 
develop lifelong habits of health and wellness. His 
ability to balance creativity with a curriculum that 
meets the diverse needs of all learners is a 
testament to his exceptional teaching.

Beyond the classroom, Hamilton is a leader in his 
field, pursuing opportunities for professional growth 
and contributing to the broader conversation about 
physical education. His recognition as Teacher of 
the Year reflects not only his impact as an educator 
but also his role as a mentor and advocate for 
health and fitness within the school community.

Hamilton accepted the award at the OAHPERD 
Convention in December, surrounded by his proud 
family—a moment that perfectly reflects the 
support and inspiration he brings to both his 
professional and personal life.

Joined by his proud family, Kent Hamilton, physical 
education teacher at Avondale and Middlebranch 
Elementary Schools, celebrates being named 
Ohio’s Elementary Physical Education Teacher of 
the Year by OAHPERD. 

Middlebranch  
Mentoring Magic

Under the guidance of school counselor Ms. 
Jenny Dobrea, approximately fifteen 
Middlebranch third graders are serving their 
school as mentors for younger students. 
Third grade teachers worked with Ms. 
Dobrea to select some of their students who 
exhibit traits that would make effective 
mentors, such as natural leadership, 
helpfulness, responsibility and kindness. 
Once the mentors were selected, they went 
through training with Ms. Dobrea, who 
provided each mentor with a notebook 
containing activities and resources they will 
need during their sessions. “I wanted to 
frontload them with the tools they will need 
to work with these young students. It is 
important to me that they feel prepared and 
comfortable. This will lead to them feeling 
confident with their new buddies,” reports 
Ms. Dobrea. 

After they went through their training, third grade mentors were connected with 
younger students from kindergarten, first and second grade. The mentors have a 
schedule that they follow, seeing their “buddies” once per week for about 15 minutes. 
These mentors take the initiative to remember their schedules, collaborate with their 
buddies’ teachers, and keep track of their progress. Ms. Dobrea set up activities for 
the mentors to use that help develop positive relationships between the students, 
support our building’s SOAR expectations for behavior, and academic goals the 
younger students are working towards. The sessions include greetings, a question of 
the day, the selected activity, and a closing that reinforces the student’s goals. 

Ms. Dobrea shares, “I really believe that this program will help our students build 
positive relationships and create a sense of belonging in our school; not only for our 
young students being mentored, but for the mentors themselves as well. The third 
graders are developing skills that will help them throughout their lives, and at the 
same time they are helping to build up and encourage the next group of future 
school leaders.”

About twice per month, Ms. Dobrea pulls the mentors together to check in with them 
as a group. They go through the upcoming activities from their binders, the students’ 
progress on their goals, and they practice the activities with each other. “By spending 
a few minutes together every few weeks, I can help the mentors further develop their 
leadership skills and build their confidence. It is magical to see them come out of their 
shells and watch them grow through this process. I am so proud of them and the 
positive impact they are having on our school.”

Don’t just take Ms. Dobrea’s word for it though. Here’s what third grade mentor Lena 
D’Agnese has to say about her experience mentoring a first grade student: “I am so 
happy to work with Ms. Dobrea and the other mentors to learn how to help the 
younger students. It’s so nice getting to help a younger student. I love working with 
her and helping her with her work. She is really nice. I also love that I get to make a 
new friend. Every Tuesday I can help her and I can be someone she looks up to.” 

For more information, please email Middlebranch Elementary at  
middlebranch@plainlocal.org.

Third grade mentor Lena D’Agnese 
(back) works with first grader 
Alexandria Dudek (front) during one 
of their “Middlebranch Mentor” 
sessions.
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Oakwood Students Explore Career Pathways

This fall, Oakwood Middle School hosted its first annual Career Tech Exploration Day, offering 
7th-grade students an opportunity to learn about GlenOak High School’s 17 Career Tech programs.

Adaptive Sports Ohio Brings Wheelchair Basketball to Taft Elementary

Students at Taft Elementary enjoyed an unforgettable experience when a representative from 
Adaptive Sports Ohio visited to introduce their Wheelchair Basketball program. Thanks to the 
efforts of Mrs. Bisesi and Mrs. Coppa, the engaging presentation emphasized the importance 
of inclusivity in sports and highlighted the incredible opportunities adaptive athletics provide for 
individuals with physical disabilities.

The excitement didn’t stop there—students had the chance to participate in hands-on 
activities! They hopped into wheelchairs to try their hand at basketball, discovering the skill and 
strategy involved. Adaptive volleyball was another highlight, where students worked together in 
a fast-paced, teamwork-focused game.

This inspiring visit not only introduced students to adaptive sports but also underscored the 
importance of perseverance, inclusion, and community. Second-grader Nathaniel Lutz shared 
his excitement, saying, “Wheelchair basketball was great, and I loved spinning in the chairs!” 

For more information, please email Taft Elementary at taft@plainlocal.org. 

Warstler Students Bloom with Service Learning Project

Oakwood Middle School 7th graders 
engage with GlenOak High School students 
during Career Tech Exploration Day, trying 
hands-on activities like music production 
and gaining insight into potential future 
career pathways.

Held in the gymnasium, the event featured 
demonstrations, Q&A sessions, and hands-
on activities led by more than 40 GlenOak 
junior and senior students. Ahead of the 
event, Oakwood students watched Career 
Tech videos to familiarize themselves with the 
options available and selected their top three 
programs of interest. With prepared questions 
in hand, students explored their chosen 
programs during the event, engaging actively 
with their high school peers.

This collaborative, student-led experience 
provided a valuable introduction to the many 

career pathways available at GlenOak. The 
goal was to spark awareness and excitement 
about future careers and educational 
opportunities.

Looking ahead, 8th-grade students will visit 
GlenOak High School to dive deeper into 
Career Tech programs, tour facilities, and 
hear directly from teachers. Currently, 
Oakwood offers introductory career tech 
courses in horticulture, music production, 
entertainment technology, and sports 
medicine to help students explore their 
interests in these fields. 

For more information, please  
contact Oakwood Middle School  
at oakwood@plainlocal.org.

Taft Elementary students Vincent Wright, 
Colton Kyle, Piper Laubacher, Maci Milford, 
Mirdaline Dufrenne, and Reem Alqomizi 
experience the excitement of adaptive sports, 
including wheelchair basketball and 
volleyball, during a special visit from Adaptive 
Sports Ohio.

Warstler Elementary students and their “Plant 
Partners” work together to plant daffodil bulbs, 
creating a bright and welcoming space for the 
Plain Local community, with support from  
The Buser Family Foundation.

Warstler Elementary students who are served in 
the special education classrooms recently 
participated in a meaningful community service 
learning project with the help of “Plant 
Partners,” a group of 4th-grade volunteers who 
applied to support service learning at school. 
Together, they planted daffodils, creating a 
bright and welcoming space for everyone who 
passes by in the Plain Local community.

The daffodil bulbs were generously donated 
by The Buser Family Foundation, which also 
provided bulbs to Middlebranch, Avondale, 
Frazer, and Glenwood Intermediate School. In 
addition, the foundation donated garden 
gloves, shovels, kneeling pads, and watering 
cans to support this project from beginning to 
bloom! This act of planting flowers not only 
beautified the school grounds but also 

symbolized the growth of friendship and 
teamwork between students, volunteers, and 
the broader school community.

Through this experience, students learned the 
importance of giving back and how small acts 
of kindness—such as planting flowers—can 
make a big difference. The collaboration 
between Warstler Elementary and The Buser 
Family Foundation highlights the value of 
community service learning and how it fosters 
meaningful relationships and shared pride in 
the school’s environment.

As the flowers bloom in the coming months, 
they will serve as a lasting reminder of the 
power of working together, the bonds of 
friendship, and the joy that comes from 
serving others. 

For more information, please  
email Warstler Elementary at  
warstler@plainlocal.org. 
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Plain Local Schools Kindergarten Registration Fair 

Saturday, April 5, 2025 from 9am-12pm. 

Do you have a future Golden Eagle ready for Kindergarten? If your child will 

be 5 by September 30, 2025, now is the time to start the registration process! 

It’s quick and easy to sign up—Choose your registration method!

Exclusive opportunities to get a first look at your child’s school, meet our 

teaching team, and get all your questions answered.

Ready to soar? Join us on April 5 and make the first step in your child’s 

Golden Eagle adventure.

Scan the QR code or visit bit.ly/25plsk 
to pick your preferred registration 

appointment time, either in-person on 
April 5 or anytime by phone! Questions? 

Call us at 330-492-3500.

IS YOUR CHILD
READY TO SOAR?  
Now Enrolling the Class of 2038
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PLAIN LOCAL SCHOOLS 
	 Foundation and Alumni Association 

Hall of Distinction

Nominations for the Hall of Distinction Class of 2025 will open on  
January 15, 2025. For more information or to submit a nomination, visit: 
plainfoundation.com/hall-of-distinction.

Congratulations to the Class of 2025 Inductees: 
Dr. Laura Bowling, Dr. Louis Shaheen, Andreas Ellis, Mac Worthington, 
Kathy Jordan, Scott Leszczynski, Jared Marcum, and The Rotary Club  
of Plain Township.

Here’s the latest news and events from the Plain Local Schools Foundation as we celebrate the 
accomplishments of our students, staff, and community.

Class of 2025 
Scholarships
Mark your calendars! 

Applications for the 
Foundation’s 2025 Senior 
Scholarships will open 
soon on our website. The 
deadline to apply is 
February 19, 2025. 

For more details, visit: 
plainfoundation.com/
learn-about-the-
scholarships.

Fall Ballet Success 
On November 22 and 23, the Plain Local 
Schools Foundation presented Cinderella  
with a Twist, an All-School Ballet under the 
direction of Jacquenette Blaydes. Two of the 
three performances sold out! It was truly an 
incredible showcase of the talent within our 
district. The community’s support was 
outstanding, and the dancers amazed us all 
with their magical performance.

We are already looking forward to next year’s 
Fall Ballet!
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We invite parents, guardians, and community members to participate in 
shaping the future of Plain Local Schools as we update our strategic plan.

Your feedback is essential to our strategic planning process  
and will guide decisions on academic programs, student support  

services, athletics, facilities, and community engagement.

Your voice matters!

Opportunities to 
get involved:

Scan the QR 
code to take 
the survey.

FOCUS GROUP
Wednesday, February 12, 2025

6:00pm-8:00pm
Glenwood Intermediate School 

1015 44th Street NW Canton, Ohio 44709
Meeting Room: Cafeteria

FOCUS GROUP
Monday, March 10, 2025

6:00pm-8:00pm
GlenOak High School 

1801 Schneider Street NE Canton, Ohio 44721
Meeting Room: A111/112

Guests entering the building can park in 
the adjacent lot and enter through the main 
entrance at Door #1, someone will be at the 
door to show you to the cafeteria, which is to 
the right and directly down the hall once you 

enter the building.

Guests entering the building can park in the lower-level 
lot directly off of Schneider and enter through the main 

entrance, Door #1. Someone will be at the door to show 
you to A111/112, which is to the left and then immediately 

down the A Wing Hall to the right. The meeting room is 
on the left-hand side of the lower A hallway. 

» Take the survey
» Attend a focus group

901 44th Street NW 
Canton, Ohio 44709 




