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Knight Pride: Jess Walter Returns to Inspire the Next Generation

In the chilly December air, feathered hair no longer
freezes, but memories of it sure warm the heart. On
December 5, East Valley High School welcomed back one
of its most distinguished Knights, award-winning author
Jess Walter, for a day of humor, inspiration, and literary
wisdom. About 100 juniors and seniors gathered in the
library to hear Walter recount his journey from East
Valley’s hallways (well, more like outdoor walkways in
the 1980s) to literary acclaim.

Walter, who attended the original one-level East Valley
High, joked about braving icy commutes between
buildings, his frozen hair now a funny contrast to the
cozy indoor library of today’s students. A proud member
of the Class of 1983, Walter shared candid stories of

his upbringing in the Spokane Valley. From surviving a
childhood mishap that left him blind in one eye (thanks
to an unlucky encounter with a stick) to shooting hoops
as a 5’107 varsity point guard, Walter’s youth was as
colorful as his novels.

It was at age 13, while attending East Valley Middle
School, that Walter discovered his true calling: writing.
Inspired by Kurt Vonnegut’s Breakfast of Champions,
Walter began dreaming of writing about “big ideas in
funny, emotional, and engaging ways.” His early literary
ambitions found an outlet in Knight Edition, East Valley’s
student newspaper, where he served as editor and
penned a sports column.
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Walter's career has been a testament to resilience. As he

told students, it took years of rejected short stories and a
lot of self-doubt before his work gained recognition. His
internationally acclaimed novel, Beautiful Ruins, took
15 years to complete — a testament to his philosophy of
working to create one’s own luck.

But Walter’s path wasn’t always smooth. As a first-
generation college student at Eastern Washington
University, he juggled fatherhood at 19 with a full
course load. Despite less-than-stellar grades, Walter’s
determination and knack for storytelling propelled him to
success as a journalist, screenwriter, and novelist. Today,
he teaches creative writing at the prestigious Iowa Writers’
Workshop and continues to inspire writers worldwide.

When asked why he still calls Spokane Valley home,
Walter’s answer was simple: “East Valley is home, and I
love the realness of it.” For him, the Valley’s unpretentious
charm and deep sense of community make it a place
worth returning to after every trip abroad.

Walter emphasized to students that the ability to write
and communicate well is a superpower. Whether in
journalism, screenwriting, or storytelling, writing can
open doors and make the world brighter. He left students
with his most important advice: keep a journal. Writing
every day—good, bad, or indifterent—is the foundation
of any great work.

For East Valley students, meeting Jess Walter wasn’t just
a brush with fame; it was a reminder that big dreams
can be born right here in Spokane Valley. As Walter
proved, even frozen hair and small-town roots can lead
to incredible stories.




