FOX CHAPEL AREA SCHOOL NEWS

y ROBUST ENVIRONMENTAL SUSTAINABILITY
EFFORTS PUT INTO PRACTICE IN FCASD

nvironmental sustainability is a concept not only
taught in classrooms across the Fox Chapel Area School
District; it’s put into practice every day on each of the
district’s campuses.

“It’s just the right thing to do,” said Dan Breitkreutz, Fox Chapel
Area’s director of ancillary services, noting that sustainability
efforts have been in place in the district for more than 15 years,
such as the recycling of mixed paper, cardboard, metal and
aluminum containers, and landscape waste. “Every time we make
decisions, we keep in mind how we can carry them out in the
most environmentally friendly fashion.”

Mr. Breitkreutz said the
conversion to LED lighting

from incandescent and
fluorescent bulbs has been the
most significant environmental
sustainability effort for the district
in the past few years.

“That has been an easy, cost-
effective, and versatile solution
for our various lighting needs,”
Mr. Breitkreutz said. “The LED
lighting reduces our carbon
footprint by lowering carbon
and heat emissions, and it lowers
our energy consumption, and,
consequently, our utility bills.”

A Kerr Elementary School student
conducts an experiment at a
wind farm as part of the district’s
fifth-grade Camp Allegheny

Other recent sustainability efforts, ; ;
environmental experience.

according to Mr. Breitkreutz,
include the installation of bottle
fillers and low-flow bathroom fixtures in all Fox Chapel Area
schools, as well as the automation of all heating, ventilation, and
air conditioning (HVAC) systems in the district.

“We are continuously refining our capital projects to ensure the
most efficient mechanical equipment is installed,” he said.
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Fox Chapel Area High School students pose with their model demonstrating
their solution to powering Acrisure Stadium during the 2024 Powering
Pittsburgh competition. Students were encouraged to use recycled,
recyclable, and/or refurbished materials for the project.
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Goats from Allegheny Goat Scape visit Dorseyville Middle School as part of a

science lesson on how goats can be an eco-friendly and effective method of
clearing overgrown land.

One of Mr. Breitkreutz’s next endeavors will be overseeing a
major mechanical project at Hartwood Elementary School that
will include a new HVAC system with high-efficiency boilers,
as well as the installation of new LED lighting. Hartwood also
recently received an energy-saving dishwasher in the cafeteria.

“We look forward to getting that project underway as we
continue to make incremental gains for the betterment of
our students, families, faculty and staff, and greater school
community,” he said.

At the building level, environmental sustainability efforts of all
kinds are taking place. This year, attendance forms were digitized
at all schools, eliminating the need for paper excuses and
educational trip forms. All fifth-grade students attended Camp
Allegheny to learn about sustainability, including how to reduce
food waste and how wind farms work. Students have heard from
guest speakers from Duquesne Light, Xylem Water Solutions,
the Allegheny Parks Foundation, and Allegheny Goat Scape. A
rain barrel was added to the courtyard at Dorseyville Middle
School to help water recently installed planters, and students

at O’Hara Elementary School planted raised garden beds and
participated in a partnership with the Audubon Society of
Western Pennsylvania.

The district will continue its work with the Audubon Society
at its Summer Learning Academy. Themed “A Sense of Place,”
this year’s lessons will focus on not just math and reading, but
also on geospatial awareness and sustainability efforts driven by
local geography. The sessions will culminate with the students
planting trees in the community.

“It’s essential to teach our students how to be good stewards
of the environment,” said Dr. Ashley Constantine, Fox
Chapel Area’s executive director of elementary education and
instruction. “We hope the lessons we impart this summer will
transform into lifelong practices for our students.”
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FCASD SUSTAINABILITY EFFORTS
AT A GLANCE

22 53%-72%

bOtt|? fil!ers across How much more efficient, on average,
the district an LED bulb is over a traditional
fluorescent bulb

1,000+

light fixtures converted
to LED across the district
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FCASD Organic Landscape
Debris Recycled in 2024

Fox Chapel Area High School — 51 cubic yards
Dorseyville Middle School - 34.5 cubic yards
Fairview Elementary School — 33 cubic yards
Hartwood Elementary School — 30 cubic yards
Kerr Elementary School — 21.5 cubic yards ORGANIC

O’Hara Elementary School — 35.5 cubic yards

Mixed Paper, Cardboard, and Metal and
Aluminum Containers Recycled in 2024

Fox Chapel Area High School — 8.54 tons
Dorseyville Middle School — 8.54 tons
Fairview Elementary School — 3.20 tons
Hartwood Elementary School - 4.27 tons
Kerr Elementary School — 4.27 tons
O’Hara Elementary School — 4.27 tons
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