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The class of 2024 will represent GCS at top colleges and universities across the country.

Guilford County Schools is proud of each of our more than 5,400 graduates, who are crossing the stage prepared for success in 
college, career and life.

GCS is a shining example of public education, offering each of our students – from gifted students to those with special needs – the 
opportunity to personalize their educational experience. 

We are GCS and proud. #GCSGrads

Congratulations  
to the Class of 2024!
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Dear Class of 2024,  
The time to walk across the stage and turn the tassel is 
here. Graduation is a tremendous milestone—one that 
you should be proud of reaching, especially amidst the 
challenges that have come your way.  

As a graduating class, you have adapted to new learning 
environments and risen to the occasion.  For more than a 
decade, you have been laying the foundation for your future, 
and I am eager to see what this brings your way. There are 
many paths you may choose to take, whether it be college, 
the military, or jumping into the workforce. No matter how 
far you get on your path, it is important to remember who 
helped you lay that foundation and find the best direction for 
your growth.  

Teachers have fostered your curiosity and drive for 
learning, providing you with lessons to hold onto for years 
to come. Coaches have shown you the importance of hard 
work, demonstrating what is possible with effort. Countless 
school employees have been there for you, whether it was 
serving you lunch with a smile or getting you home safely 
after school.  

During your academic career, you have also forged bonds 
with your fellow students, building friendships that can 
stand the test of time. While you may be taking different 
paths, these people will remain in your corner, cheering you 
on from the sidelines.  

Wherever you may go and whatever new challenges you 
may face, reflect upon the lessons, bonds and people in 
Guilford County Schools. Know that I am proud of your past 
and future accomplishments and that you will forever have 
a home in GCS.  

While your journey here may be coming to a close, there are 
great things ahead. You are a part of what it means to be 
Better Together, and I am excited about the impact you will 
make on the world.  

In partnership, 
Whitney Oakley, Ed.D.  
Superintendent, Guilford County Schools#GCSGrads

http://www.gcsnc.com


GUILFORD COUNTY SCHOOLS  
A PROUD STATE AND NATIONAL LEADER

DISTRICT HONORS
•	 United Way Spirit of North 

Carolina Award since 2013
•	 The White House recognized 

Guilford County Schools for its 
high-dosage tutoring initiative, 
which is helping to improve 
student outcomes following  
the pandemic.

•	 GCS received the Advancing 
Excellence and Equity in 
Urban Education Curriculum 
Leadership award from the 
Council of the Great City Schools.

STANDOUT SCHOOLS
•	 The Early College at Guilford 

was ranked as the best public 
high school in the nation by 
U.S. News & World Report. It 
was also ranked #1 in North 
Carolina. STEM Early College 
at N.C. A&T was ranked 40th in 
the country and second in the 
state, and Weaver Academy was 
ranked at #173 in the country 
and sixth in the state.

•	 GCS opened Sylvia Mendez 
Newcomers Schools, the first 
school in North Carolina named 
for a Latino person.

•	 Eleven GCS schools were 
named to the Advanced 
Placement Honor Roll.

•	 Jones Elementary is the first 
Global Teaching Partners 
Language Immersion Model 
School.

TOP EDUCATORS
•	 GCS Teacher of the Year 

Leah Carper was named the 
Burroughs Wellcome Fund 
North Carolina Teacher of the 
Year in 2022. 

•	 Page High teacher Elizabeth 
Hackney was the finalist 
from North Carolina for the 
National Education Association 
Foundation’s prestigious 
California Casualty Award for 
Teaching Excellence in 2023.

•	 331 National Board Certified 
Teachers (NCBT), making GCS 
17th in the country for the 
number of new NBCTs

•	 Superintendent Dr. Whitney 
Oakley and Guilford County 
Board of Education Chair Deena 
Hayes-Greene are part of the 
2023 class of Outstanding 
Women in Business Honorees.

•	 Stephen Bell, coordinator of 
American Indian Education,  
was named as the 2023 
National Indian Education 
Association Convention 
Educator of the Year.

SUPERIOR STUDENTS
•	 The district’s four-year cohort 

graduation rate is 90.8 percent, 
maintaining a consistent trend 
of a higher graduation rate than 
the state and other large school 
districts in North Carolina.

•	 16 students were named as 
National Merit Semifinalists in 
2023-24.

•	 Student volunteerism in the 
community increased from 
51,150 hours in 2021-2022 to 
111,600 hours in 2022-2023—a 
$3,348,000 economic impact.

•	 Outstanding scholarships 
and grants were awarded 
to the Class of 2023 totaling 
$180,878,276.

•	 Members of the Class of 2023 
received the Morehead-Cain 
Scholarship, Park Scholarship, 
Goodnight Scholarship and Duke 
Trinity Scholarship.

PREEMINENT PARTNERSHIPS 
AND RESOURCES
•	 Driving Possibilities, an 

initiative of Toyota, creates 
consistent project-based 
pathways with real-world 
applications at Jackson Middle 
and Southeast High. The Toyota 
USA Foundation is providing 
$1.5 million for the creation and 
expansion of hands-on STEM 
learning at both schools.

•	 Building renovation and 
uplift opportunity from an 
$850,000 federal grant 
awarded to provide access 
for both Southeast Middle and 
Southeast High School students 
to explore the advanced 
manufacturing field.



Advanced Academics 
GCS students are achieving 
educational excellence. Each 
is prepared to succeed in a 
globally competitive world, 
benefiting from a district that 
offers challenging and exciting 
programs and courses.

Character and Service 
GCS knows today’s young 
people must be citizens of the 
world, as well as leaders in their 
own community. We focus on 
educating the whole child, linking 
learning with meaningful action.
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•	 48 magnet and choice schools 
with 66 programs

•	 Students can study Science, 
Technology, Engineering and 
Mathematics (STEM), aviation, 
Spanish immersion, health 
sciences, Montessori and more.

•	 258 Career and Technical 
Education (CTE) courses in 49 
schools, CTE programs include 
artificial intelligence, nursing, 
drone supply chain and logistics, 
advanced manufacturing, 
culinary arts, aviation, and 
engineering, among others.

•	 Two nationally recognized 
visual and performing-arts high 
schools.

•	 Nationally recognized programs 
for students with autism, 
developmental, physical or 
intellectual disabilities, and other 
needs.

•	 More challenging courses for 
academically gifted students 
and a separate school for very 
advanced learners

•	 30 different Advanced Placement 
(AP) courses offered district 
wide.

•	 Challenging International 
Baccalaureate (IB) programs 
offered at four GCS high schools.

•	 Through a partnership with Equal 
Opportunity Schools (EOS), nine 
participating high schools are 
addressing gaps in participation 
in Advanced Placement and 
International Baccalaureate 
classes.

•	 In 2022, 122 IB Diplomas were 
awarded to graduates in our 
four International Baccalaureate 
district high schools.

•	 More than 14,000 GCS students 
are identified as academically and 
intellectually gifted.

•	 Students have completed more 
than 2.1 million service-learning 
hours, with more than $51 million 
in economic impact.

•	 All 124 schools focus on a monthly 
character trait, from courage to 
perseverance to self-respect.

•	 Since 2012, more than 90 GCS 
programs have been recognized 
as Promising Practice recipients.

•	 20 State Schools of Character 
since 2014 and 13 National 
Schools of Character.

Personalizing Learning
GCS is a national leader  
in personalizing programs to 
meet the needs of our diverse 
student body.


