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LaGrange, Ga. August 23, 2024 – Four cadets in the Troup High School Air Force
JROTC program were recently honored for an outstanding color guard performance in
Alabama earlier this month.

SMSgt Kevin Jefferson, USAF (Retired), commander of the THS JROTC program, said
he received a call on August 9 that Major General Michael T. Rawls, a two-star general,
was retiring without an honor guard the next day due to a cancellation by the honor
guard at Maxwell Air Force Base. Jefferson was asked if his cadets could perform the
duties with less than 24 hours’ notice.

Cadet Major Caleb Bailey, Cadet Captain Ashlyn Williams, Cadet Captain Addison
Bartlett, and Cadet First Lt Michael Lewis rose to the occasion and performed
flawlessly!

Lt Col. Matthew E. Tipton, director of the entire Air Force JROTC program, came from
Maxwell Air Force Base to visit Troup High School on Wednesday, August 21, to
present each cadet and Jefferson with a Certificate of Excellence and a special coin.

The cadets were supported by other members of the ROTC program, families, Troup
County School System administrators, and school board members.

About Troup County School System

Troup County School System is an accredited educational system with over 12,272 students in
grades K-12. TCSS does offer a free Pre-K program at each elementary school. The system
has eleven elementary schools, three middle schools, three high schools, one college and
career academy, and one alternative learning center. Students within the school system are
taught a rigorous and relevant curriculum that helps them make college and career choices
beyond graduation. The system 2023 graduation rate is 86.03 percent. To learn more about the
Troup County School System, visit troup.org and the Troup County School System Facebook
page.
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