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ADDITIONAL COMMENTS

Whittier Elementary School students gained hands-on cooking experience through a new
enrichment program that connected them with older mentors in Newport Harbor High School’s
Culinary Arts Kitchen. Wearing matching aprons, elementary students worked side by side
with their high school peers to prepare recipes while exploring the basics of nutrition, food
preparation, and healthy choices. The collaboration allowed high school students to step into
leadership roles, guiding and encouraging their younger counterparts.

This enrichment program blended math, science, and teamwork into a real-world learning
experience. Elementary students practiced measuring and observing reactions during baking,
strengthening academic concepts while developing practical life skills. By sparking curiosity
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and exposing students to future career pathways, the enrichment program showed how
students of all ages benefit from opportunities to discover new talents and interests.

This partnership between an elementary enrichment program and a high school career
technical pathway showcased the power of connection, as younger students were impressed
by older role models, who strengthened mentorship skills. The story embodied two of our core
strategic messages: that learning can be hands-on and joyful, and that every student deserves
access to engaging, meaningful opportunities that build lifelong skills.

We partnered with school principals and teachers to plan a story that captured both emotion
and purpose. We also interviewed elementary and high school students to include their
perspectives on this unique experience. Elementary students mentioned feeling “grown up”
while working in a professional-style kitchen, and high school students described the pride of
mentoring their younger peers — some even attended Whittier Elementary themselves! This
collaboration focused on practical skills that reinforce classroom learning, built connections,
and showed younger students the fun opportunities that await them at their future high
school.

We structured the article to lead with action and heart before connecting the experience to
larger district priorities. We included academic and life skills, from math and science
(measuring, observing reactions, etc.) to teamwork and communication. The story
emphasized how the program aligns with career technical pathways and how Newport Harbor
High School’s culinary program serves as both an inspiration and a stepping stone for younger
students.

This story was posted on the district and the two schools’ websites and shared with parents in
that school zone. It was also shared with the general community, including local media;
Newport Beach-based publication Stu News Newport republished the story for its readers. A
link to the story was also shared publicly on Instagram, Facebook, and X.

The response was overwhelmingly positive. The connection between the two schools has
continued, with other student groups from Newport Harbor High School working with their
Whittier Elementary School peers on initiatives such as bridging their AVID programs and
volunteering at the elementary school’s literacy events. These relationships have grown
naturally from the initial collaboration, reinforcing that meaningful communication can spark
lasting partnerships.


https://stunewsnewport.com/whittier-elementary-cooking-enrichment-class-122024/

Through the lens of a shared kitchen, we told a much larger story: one about mentorship,
belonging, and the enduring power of connection across campuses. For both students and our
community, it was a reminder that education’s most meaningful lessons often happen not in
isolation, but side by side.



