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Title: Kristina Johnson: Harrison’s Hall of Fame Hero

Category: Excellence in Writing 

Goal of this Project:  
[image: ]The goal of this feature story was to spotlight one of Cobb County School District’s everyday heroes—Kristina Johnson—while illustrating the profound and multifaceted impact educators have on students and their communities.
Johnson serves as a first-grade teacher in Cobb County, the varsity volleyball coach at the high school she once attended, and a recent inductee into her alma mater’s Athletic Hall of Fame. Teacher by day, coach by night, and Hall of Famer for life, Johnson embodies the dedication, leadership, and lifelong connection to learning that define the Cobb Schools community.
The article was intentionally crafted as a theme-driven narrative that humanizes educators and celebrates their influence beyond the classroom. Using imagery inspired by comic book universes, the story framed Johnson as a real-life “superhero,” highlighting three dimensions of her impact: nurturing young learners, mentoring teenage student-athletes, and achieving athletic excellence herself.
By weaving these elements together, the story illustrated how educators shape students’ lives in lasting ways—academically, personally, and athletically. The feature aimed to inspire community pride, reinforce the value of educators, and position Cobb County School District as a place where teachers and students can thrive and achieve at every stage of life.
Effective Communication: 
To maximize reach and engagement, the article was supported by a coordinated communications campaign designed to build anticipation and reinforce the story’s creative theme.

[image: movie::/Users/brad.mcbrayer/Documents/Projects/2025/20251022 VB Kristina Johnson/Video/01_Super Kristina_Main.mp4]A comic book–style social media graphic and a cinematic teaser video introduced audiences to the concept of a “Cobb Schools superhero,” visually aligning with the article’s narrative approach while drawing audiences to the district website.

The campaign generated strong engagement across platforms:
· The teaser graphic post generated more than 11,700 views, signaling immediate audience interest.
· The 30-second teaser video accumulated over four hours of total watch time, demonstrating sustained viewer engagement.
· A companion video feature was published on the district’s YouTube channel, which has more than 5,000 subscribers, generating hundreds of impressions.
· The feature article itself recorded more than 1,500 events on the district website, reflecting meaningful audience interaction with the story.

Together, these elements created a cohesive multimedia storytelling experience that amplified the reach of the written feature.

Target Audience:  
The primary audience included Cobb County School District families, employees, and community members who follow district communications. The story was also designed to resonate with current and prospective educators by highlighting the lasting impact teachers can have, both in and out of the classroom.
Secondary audiences included students, alumni, and community members connected to Harrison High School and its feeder schools. By sharing Johnson’s journey—from student-athlete to Hall of Fame inductee, teacher, and varsity coach—the story reinforced the role of Cobb Schools educators as leaders and role models in their communities.
Outcome Achieved: 
The article and its supporting campaign successfully elevated the story of an outstanding Cobb Schools educator while reinforcing the district’s commitment to celebrating the people who make its schools strong.

Through creative storytelling and a coordinated multimedia rollout, the feature generated strong audience engagement and fostered community pride in the accomplishments of district educators. Most importantly, the story demonstrated how the dedication of teachers like Kristina Johnson creates lasting influence—from the elementary classroom to the high school court and beyond.
By highlighting Johnson’s journey, the feature reinforced a central message of Cobb County School District: within Cobb Schools, educators don’t just teach—they inspire, lead, and help shape the future of their communities.
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