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PURPOSE: The Public Relations and Communications produces the Community Connect magazine in the Fall 
and Spring of each school year.  We actively seek uplifting and impactful stories to share with the community.  
A principal reached out to us and shared a remarkable story about a mother who had actively participated in a 
PTA event to help raise funds for the school to purchase an AED.  As it turns out, during the screening event to 
help raise funds, her own son was found to have a serious heart condition that required immediate surgery.  
Her participation in the PTA event led to her son being screened and ultimately saved his life. 
 
WHERE/WHEN IT’S BEING USED: With one of the largest circulation in the Northwest Valley, the ​
Community Connect magazine was mailed to approximately 90,000 households and businesses in Surprise, El 
Mirage, Youngtown and Maricopa boundaries during the Fall of 2023.  Additionally, the magazine was posted 
on the district website and articles were disseminated to the community on social media pages through Issuu. 
 
TARGET AUDIENCE: The target audience is all stakeholders in the Dysart community including parents, 
students, staff, volunteers and community members specifically including those who live in our retirement 
communities.  The variety of articles and topics developed for the magazine were meant to appeal to the wider 
community and also to share the unique stories from our schools. 
 
HOW IT’S SUPPORTING EFFECTIVE COMMUNICATION: The Community Connect magazine supports 
effective communication by providing a positive publication featuring impactful stories from students, parents.   
teachers, volunteers and community members.  The magazine is meant to engage the community in our 
schools who would not otherwise have a connection with Dysart.  This particular story was extremely moving 
and evoked emotional responses from many readers. 
 
OUTCOMES ACHIEVED: The Community Connect magazine has a print circulation of approximately 90,000 
households and businesses, including parts of Surprise, El Mirage, Glendale, Youngtown, and Maricopa 
County boundaries.  From the Heart ran in the Spring 2024 issue.  We had several community members reach 
out directly and share how much they enjoyed reading the magazine, how they related to the articles, and how 
they were inspired by the story.  Additionally, the article and the Dengler’s difficult story led the district to 
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prioritize purchasing AED devices for all campuses that didn’t currently have one, understanding their overall 
importance as part of creating a safe environment. 
 
 
 

 

 


