Frequently asked questions

Q: Why are you running a levy? Q: If my property values increase, do you then collect
A: The state does not fully fund education. To close more money?
the funding gap, districts may only raise money A: No. A levy raises only the dollar amount approved
through levies, bonds, or fundraising. Levies by voters. As the community grows and property
preserve classroom support, keep opportunities values increase, the tax rate per $1,000 of
affordable and accessible, and protect the assessed value decreases. The district cannot
programs that help students learn and grow. collect more than the approved amount.

~ Yelm Community Schools Community Schools

REPLACEMENT LEVY Our school

Q: Why do we need more funding than the state gives Q: If this levy passes, when would the school district

us for basic education? start collecting funds? . -
Lasting resilience
A: State funding covers basic eduction. However, it A: The school district would start collecting 2025 VOTER |N FORMAT'ON Yelm Community Schools (YCS)
does not cover the full cost of school safety, special funds in January 2026. has a long history of educating
education, school operations, or key staff such as Q: What ifl live in Pierce County but have children that \ generations of students.

teachers, counselors, and nurses. Grants help, but

levy dollars remain essential for Yelm’s schools to _ _ . . . Starting as a private school in the
maintain comprehensive, quality education. A: Yelm covers both Thurston and Pierce counties. Their learning needs your voice. 1800s, YCS opened its first public

Residents who live in the Pierce County portion high school in 1920. That high school
can vote on Yelm school measures, and Pierce was destroyed by a fire in the 1940s.

attend Yelm Community Schools?

At Yelm Community Schools, students learn, grow, and discover their full

Q: What happens if the levy fails?
potential in a welcoming and safe environment. Together with families

53 Tl e Commumty Schools_last I CoUIny @UlEES it pro.per.ty—tax fuyepla and community partners, we nurture curious minds and build the skills However, YCS rebuilt into the
carry-over funding from the previously approved and sends them to the district. The state sets . . : :
. . : ) that lead to bright futures. The connections students make here, and educational community we know
levy. If the levy isn’t approved this November, our the boundary lines for both counties. S - : :
hool ld have to begin eliminati the hope they carry forward, will guide them long after graduation. today with one high school, two
schools would have to begin eliminating programs Q: When do | need to vote by? iddleachnolsiahdal SmienEary

that rely on levy funding' These include cuts to Staﬁ:’ On November 4, 2025, Yelm Commur“ty SChOOlS |S aSkII’lg voters to
advanced courses, extracurricular programs, support A: Ballots must be in on November 4, 2025 by 8 pm. consider a two-year replacement educational programs and operations
services, and after-school activities. Levy failure You can track your ballot’s status on votewa.gov. (EP&O) levy to sustain quality education for all Yelm Community Schools Now, we have over 5,500

would result in increased participation fees and class Q: Are there levy exemptions? students. Local levies fund crucial education programs such as: students, 775 staff, and we
educate preschoolers, transitional

schools, and an extension school.

sizes, reduced counseling and tutoring supports, . . T . .
and decreased staff training and mentoring A: Semors'and people with disabilities may qualify for,levy Critical staff for our School safety for Wil e e e Leres.
: exemptions. Contact the Thurston County Assessor’s students to have our students to )
Office at 360-786-2200 or the Pierce County Assessor’s Je access to counselors, learn in secure, safe Empowerlng every stude.nt
P Office at 253-798-6111 based on your residence. nurses, paraeducators, environments with to reach tl.|e|r full [_)ot?ntlal .
l I :'|"| — and teachers for trained staff and AR T G s e
Rt Z' = meaningful relationships,

smaller class sizes. updated systems. . :
and strong connections with

Communities dedicated to learning and achievement Mental health Intervention families and community.

l ! o oo _Ueo
supports for our programs for our
wopeflal:
| .' ,,|,l l!-u |;l'|';' Please remember to vote by November 4, 2025. students to receive students to receive

Want to learn more about the 2025 levy? Call the District Office at 360-458-1900, support to ensure supplementary

bit.ly/yelm-levy-25 or send your questions to us at webmaster@ycs.wednet.edu. their well-being. support beyond
the classroom.

Special education Art and music
VELM COMMUNITY SCHOOLS for all of our students programs for our
to continue learning students to continue
107 1st Street N . s
and growingin an participating in
: PO Box 476 . .
Community Schools inclusive and safe band, drama, and v
Yelm, WA 98597 , , S,
environment. music classes. -

Athletic programs & Extracurricular

for our students to activities for our

build teamwork, stay students to explore

active, and develop their interests and
healthy habits passions outside
A*’ ’ é through sports. the classroom.



Proposition No. 1

Yelm Community Schools replacement

educational programs and operations levy.

The Board of Directors of Yelm Community
Schools adopted Resolution No. 09-24-25,
authorizing a replacement levy to continue
support for educational programs. This
proposition would authorize the district to
levy the following excess taxes, replacing
an expired levy, on taxable property within
the district, for essential educational
programs, extracurricular activities, and
operations, including teachers, arts, nurses,
counselors, classified staff, paraeducators,
safety, graduation readiness, technology,

athletics, facilities, curriculum, and training.

Year Estimated rate = Amount

2026 $1.30 $8,955,000

2027 $1.30 $9,495,000

What does this mean?

Proposition No. 1 asks voters to consider

a replacement EP&O levy that helps fund
educational programs and daily operations
in Yelm Community Schools. If approved,
the levy would provide local funding at an
estimated rate of $1.30 for every

$1,000 of a property’s

assessed value. The

replacement EP&O levy

would raise $18.45

million in 2026 and

2027 to support Yelm

students. Actual

year-to-year

levy rates are ‘
based on the
total assessed
property value
across Yelm
Community

Did you know?

Schools.

This amount is locked through 2027.

We can only collect the total funds
approved by voters. The total amount
cannot be raised over the next two years.

The tax rate
What this would cost

The estimated rate for this replacement levy is $1.30 per $1,000 of
assessed land value. This is a decreased amount to you from the
last levy rate approved in 2020 that expired at the end of 2024.

Remember, we can only collect the total amount of funds
voters approved for the next two years. So, if your property
value increases, the amount per $1,000 decreases.

The last-approved rate was: The new rate would be:

/ﬁ\ $2.50 per $1,000 /ﬁ\ $1.30 per $1,000

of property value of property value
The new total amount per month and year would be:

A A (] (1]

$300,000 $400,000 $500,000 $600,000

$32.50/month  $43.33/month  $54.17/month ~ $65.00/month
$780.00/year

$390.00/vear  $520.00/year  $650.00/year

Yelm is beautiful!

It’s not a secret that our community
is a great community. We also
know that means people want
to be here. As demand and
population increases, assessed
land value increases.

Does this mean | pay more?

No! The district can only
collect the total amount
approved by the board.
If property values rise,
the rate per $1,000
of assessed property
value would drop.

The funding gap
Washington’s school funding model

Washington’s funding model serves all schools, but

its one-size-fits-all approach doesn’t always meet

the needs of smaller districts like Yelm. State funding
doesn’t cover programs like athletics and falls

short on counseling, special education, music, and
maintenance. All of these programs rely on local levies.

Our levy

We do not currently have a levy in place. Our last
voter-approved levy expired at the end of 2024.

This means we have implemented a reduced education
plan. Levies fund critical educational programs, services,
and staff. With a funding deficit, those programs, staff,
and opportunities are reduced or eliminated.

This reduced education plan means reducing staff,
clubs, programs, and athletics, leading to increased
class sizes, and fewer opportunities for students.

By funding many of the programs that help students learn
and grow to be ready for the world, this replacement
levy would allow our district to continue to be a
welcoming, safe, student-centered, and
collaborative learning environment.

Did you know?

Our district qualifies for Local Effort
Assistance (LEA). LEA is a state program
that provides extra funding to school
districts with lower property values.

Only schools with a voter-approved
local levy qualify for this assistance. If
Yelm’s levy is approved this November,
our schools are estimated to receive
up to $4.3 million of additional

state funding for student learning.
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The levy breakdown
How levy dollars are spent

We use levy dollars to fund programs and
services that are part of “basic education”
as defined by the state of Washington

| .
M 47% funds teaching and learning
B 18% funds arts and electives
B 13% funds health and safety
11% funds operations and technology
Il 11% funds athletics and activities
You asked, we listened!

Voters wanted to see how levy dollars worked. Keep an
eye out for our levy logo to see your levy dollars in action!

O

COMMUNITIES DEDICATED
TO LEARNING AND ACHIEVEMENT

Replacement EP&O Levy
YELM COMMUNITY SCHOOLS

How we compare

What other districts are asking

Based on 2025 tax levies, our projected 2026-2027
average rate for bonds and levies are significantly lower
than the average rates from surrounding districts.

_ North Thurston Public Schools
$4.27
_ Olympia School District
$4.16
_ Tumwater School District
$3.88
_ Tenino School District
$2.86

- Yelm Community Schools
$2.44




