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DID YOU KNOW?
SBLSD is part of a pilot program with the 
Washington Education Association that 
offers a Residency in Teaching for staff 
who want to earn an endorsement in 
Special Education.

•	 Years in the pilot program: 2

•	 Number of staff earning teaching 
certificate/endorsement in Special 
Education: 4

SUPER 1,502
OUT OF 10,827 

STUDENTS
Our promise in action
Know. Value. Support. These three words define our dis-
trict’s promise and guide everything we do. They’re not 
just part of a mission statement or a tagline in the strate-
gic plan — they reflect who we are and what we believe.

It’s a commitment you see in action every day. You see it 
in the teacher who takes the time to meet the individual 
needs of students. In the coach who finds a way for every 
student to participate. In the staff member who offers a 
high five, a fist bump, or quiet word of encouragement. 
You see it in the student who once struggled and finally 
found success.

Every student — no matter their background, abilities, 
or learning needs — deserves to be known, valued, and 
supported. They each have their own story and a unique 
set of strengths, which is why we want our schools to be 
places where students aren’t defined by challenges but 
by possibilities.

Ultimately, our promise is a mindset that allows students 
to turn moments into milestones, challenges into growth, 
and schools into places where every student is able to 
reach their full potential.

Dr. Laurie Dent  |  Superintendent
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COVER: Community Based Transition Program interns help shelve items at 
Grocery Outlet in Bonney Lake. Read about the program on pages 4-5.

PUBLICATION: Named after the district’s number, Scoop 320 is produced 
by SBLSD’s Communications and Community Relations Office. View elec-
tronic editions at sumnersd.org/scoop320. Questions? Email communica-
tions@sumnersd.org.

The Sumner-Bonney Lake School District does not discriminate in any programs, services or activities on the 
basis of sex, race, creed, religion, color, national origin, age honorably discharged veteran or military status, 
sexual orientation including gender expression or identity, the presence of any sensory, mental or physical 
disability, or the use of a trained guide dog or serving animal by a person with a disability. The district provides 
equal access to the Boys Scouts of America and other designated youth groups. SBLSD does not discriminate 
on the basis of sex and prohibits sex discrimination in any education program or activity that it operates, as 
required by Title IX and its regulations, including in admission and employment. Contact the following for 
questions/reports: Title IX, TitleIXcoordinator@sumnersd.org; ADA, ADAcoordinator@sumnersd.org; Section 
504, Section504coordinator@sumnersd.org; 253-891-6047; 1202 Wood Ave, Sumner, WA 98390.

Special Education Staff 
Teachers	 71 
Paraeducators (full time)	 142 
Specialists/Support	 74

Community Based Transition Program 
Students	 29 
Job Sites/Partners	 19

Developmental Learning 
Classrooms	 20

Funding* 
State Funding	 $22 million 
District Funding	 $10 million

*The state does not fully fund special education. 
We are underfunded and must rely on local levies 
to make up the difference.



OUT OF 10,827 
STUDENTS SPORTS

Congratulations to the high school 
teams and individuals who competed 
at the state level this winter. Go to 
sumnersd.org/Athletics to view the 
winter high school sports report for 
season finishes and awards.

Boys Swim & Dive 
Bonney Lake HS 
Sumner HS

Cheer 
Sumner HS + 4A State 
Academic Champions

Dance/Drill 
Bonney Lake HS

Girls Basketball  
Sumner HS

Girls Bowling 
Bonney Lake HS

Gymnastics 
Bonney Lake HS 
Sumner HS 

Wrestling 
Bonney Lake HS 
Sumner HS

SCOOP 320
You’re reading Sumner-Bonney 
Lake School District’s Scoop 
320, a bi-annual publication 
providing our community 
the latest about district 
happenings.

We’re excited to highlight our 
amazing students, staff and 
schools. From snackable tidbits 
to more in-depth stories, Scoop 
320 provides student-focused 
and community-connected 
content to all households in 
our school district boundary.

What’s in the name? We’re 
giving you the inside scoop 
on Sumner-Bonney Lake 
School District #320.

MORE SCOOP
Get district scoop year-round 
on social media.

@SumnerSchoolDistrict

@SumnerBonneyLakeSD

sumnersd.org/youtube

sumnersd.org/linkedin
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https://www.sumnersd.org/athletics


STUDENTS WITH 
DISABILITIES BUILD 
LIFE SKILLS WITH 
PARTNERSHIPS 



Trinity L. was ready to get to work when 
she arrived at Dillanos Coffee Roasters in 
Sumner on a Friday in February.

“I’m doing the labels,” she said. “I want to 
see how many I can do.”

Trinity likes putting labels on the coffee 
bags at Dillanos. She gets to help there as a 
student with the Community Based 
Transition Program (CBTP), a program 
through the Sumner-Bonney Lake School 
District that teaches life skills to special 
education students ages 18-22. The 
District partners with local businesses and 
organizations to offer internships to CBTP 
students, who are referred to as “interns.”

“The interns have a great attitude,” said 
Chris Pugh, Dillanos warehouse super- 
visor. “They are happy to be here and to 
see people.”

BRIDGING GAPS
The CBTP has been around for more than 
25 years, successfully helping around 
250 students with disabilities bridge the 
transition from high school to employment.

In Washington state, qualified students are 
entitled to special education services until 
the day before their 22nd birthday. While 
many graduate at age 18, there’s a small 
group of students who need more support.

To qualify for the program, students must 
have met all high school credits, finished 
assessments, and still require the need for 
special education services.

While in Community Based, interns 
focus on learning independent living and 
vocational skills. 

“These kids are amazing, to watch them 
learn and grow and tap into that potential 
that they have — I love it,” said learning 
specialist Michele Johnson, who co-runs 
the program.

BY THE NUMBERS
•	25 years of CBTP
•	250 interns supported
•	29 interns for 2024-25
•	19 partners for 2024-25

LEARNING SKILLS
This year, the program supports around 29 
interns. Every week, they travel to different 
businesses and organizations in Sumner 
and Bonney Lake to learn work skills.

Those work skills can range from hard skills 
like stocking shelves, sweeping and facility 
maintenance, to soft skills like teamwork, 
leadership and adaptability. Interns also 
work to increase their level of indepen-
dence while at job sites.

Through Community Based, Trinity said 
she has learned about different types of 
work, budgeting, and generally how to be 
an adult.

Andrew W. has been an intern for three 
years. He likes to work at Dillanos because 
he operates the electric floor sweeper up 
and down the halls of the warehouse. He 
helps keep the warehouse tidy and the 
floors clean for the forklift drivers.

“I would like to do something like this,” 
Andrew said when asked what type of job 
he was interested in. “You learn how to 
communicate and be flexible, learn hard 
skills and soft skills. I enjoy the work.”

The skills that interns develop at their job 
sites help them at jobs after they leave the 
district program. So far, CBTP interns have 
landed jobs at local places like Fred Meyer, 
Hops n Drops and Round Table Pizza, to 
name a few.

BUILDING 
PARTNERSHIPS
The Community Based Transition Program 
partners with 19 businesses and organiza-
tions this year.

“They’re great at working as a team,” James 
Byun, owner of Grocery Outlet in Bonney 
Lake, said about the interns.

At Grocery Outlet, interns help stock the 
freezers and organize products in aisles.

“Some of the sites you have to do different 
things I’ve never done before, like Grocery 
Outlet,” said intern Becca C. “Community 
Based wants to help you with real life, to 
prepare you for the outside world.”  �

Learn more at sumnersd.org/CBTP.

Watch 
video

https://www.sumnersd.org/CBTP


A new tool was introduced 
to SBLSD elementary school 
playgrounds last year to help 
students who struggle with verbal 
communication during recess.

Called a communication board, 
the panels display an array of 
words and pictures intended to 
help students communicate with 
adults and their peers.

Students can point to the pictures 
to express what they want to do 

– such as a ball or some chalk for 
playing. Images can also indicate 
how a student is feeling, such as 
a picture of a person shivering for 
feeling cold.

“The boards help include every-
body into play,” said Larisa 
Sanchez, a speech and language 
pathologist at Crestwood Elemen-
tary. “You and I can get frustrated 
and have trouble finding our 
words, and if I had a visual of 
it, it’d be really helpful. And so 
thinking of kids, they might need 
a picture in order to communicate 
to somebody what is going on.”

One student at Crestwood used 
the board as a way to be social 
with the people around her in a 
way she may not have without 
it, said Larisa. The student would 
point to the picture and want 
someone to say the word, like 
having a conversation about 
recess.

“It has led to children being 
able to engage,” she said.

The district’s 18 boards were 
purchased through a Digital 
Equity Inclusion Grant, with two 
boards available per elementary 
school. The boards are similar to 
Augmentative and Alternative 
Communication (AAC) digital 
devices that students who may 
have communication challenges 
use in the classroom, but may not 
be able to take outside.  �

Have you ever needed to simply get 
the wiggles out or take a short break to 
refocus on your work or a task?

A few of our elementary schools offer just that to 
students in the form of sensory activities.

From jumping among planets like an astronaut on 
a sensory walk to touching rope, shells and sequins 
on a sensory wall, students have the opportunity 
to take a short break from class in an effort to calm 
down, release some energy or recenter themselves.

Currently at Donald Eismann Elementary and 
coming soon to Tehaleh Heights Elementary, space-
themed interactive paths use bright-colored decals 
in common spaces that allow students to tip toe, 
squat, side step and jump in a specific order that 
takes them from blast off to a moon landing.

Emerald Hills Elementary hosts a nature-themed 
sensory path specifically sized to fit in a hallway. 
Sensory activities have proven effective in helping 
students better focus in the classroom.

We’re thankful for donations that make these 
sensory activities possible. Parent Teacher 
Associations and grants purchased the paths.  �

P L A Y G R O U N D  B O A R D S 
HELP STUDENTS FIND A VOICE

SENS   RY 
WALKS

Watch 
video

Watch 
video



Families find support 
for Special Education 
students

As a parent of two special education 
students at Bonney Lake High School 
and Mountain View Middle School, 
Meghan Albers wanted to know what 
happens when her children turn 16, 18 

and 21.

When she first heard about 
Sumner-Bonney Lake School District’s 
family information series, called 
Third Thursday, she was immediately 
interested in attending.

“When you have to make all the choices 
that determine your child’s future path, 
it’s important to know what resources, 
programs, and assistance they will 

have access to and how to navigate 
the system to provide them with a 
secure future,” Meghan said.

That system can be complex and 
confusing, but Third Thursday can 
help. The series, unique to SBLSD, was 
started after staff found that parents 
and guardians needed a setting where 
they could ask questions about their 
particular families’ needs with trusted 
professionals. Whether it be filling out 

paperwork or learning about financial 
planning, they needed help beyond a 
booth at a one-time resource fair.

“It was one of the best things I have 
ever done,” Meghan said about joining 
Third Thursday. “We were able to 
get real information in real time and 
have our questions answered, not 
only by people currently in the field, 
but by other parents with children 
of various ages.”

Michele Lehosky, executive director 
of the Pierce County Coalition for 
Developmental Disabilities, was one of 
the professionals helping parents at a 
Third Thursday meeting this year. The 
coalition, known as PC2, works to find, 
inform, educate, and empower indi-
viduals with developmental disabilities 
and their families.

“Third Thursdays give families a casual, 
supportive environment to be able to 
ask questions and get the support and 
resources they need for their child,” 
Michele said. “When their students 
turn 18 and transition into the 
Community Based Transition Program, 
parents feel like they’ve just learned 
the school system and now they’re out 
in the world and having to learn about 

Social Security, about housing, about 
jobs for individuals with developmental 
disabilities and who can help them find 
what they need for their loved one.”

That’s why it’s good to start early, 
before their student turns 18, said Kris-
tine Nelson, school psychologist and 
transition coordinator for the district.

Now Meghan’s daughter, Skylar, has a 
plan for after her senior year to attend 
the Community Based Transition 
Program, where she hopes to continue 
working as a janitorial intern.

“I do feel better prepared for the future,” 
said Meghan.

SBLSD hosts four Third Thursday 
meetings each year. For details, visit 
sumnersd.org/ThirdThursday.

Learn more about our Special Services 
Department at 
sumnersd.org/SpecialServices.  �
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•	 Parenting classes 
•	 Free diapers, wipes
•	 Financial coaching
•	 Employment coaching
•	 English classes
•	 Sewing classes
•	 Help with SNAP
•	 Help with Apple Health
•	 Basic needs supplies

Services are offered in 
English and Spanish (inter-
pretation in other languages 
is available upon request).

LOCATION 
Sumner Middle School 
1508 Willow St. 
Portable 705

HOURS 
Monday-Friday 
8 am-4 pm 
(hours vary; call for appts.)

CONTACT 
(253) 891-6153 
sumnersd.org/ 
FamilyResourceCenter

“It was one of the best 
things I have ever done.”

FAMILY RESOURCE CENTERFINANCIAL 
COACHING
Struggling financially or feeling 
underemployed? The Sumner-
Bonney Lake Center for Strong 
Families offers free services:

•	 Financial coaching
•	 Employment coaching
•	 Income support

Learn more at sumnersd.org/CSF 
or call Sound Outreach at 
(253) 593-2111. 

The Sumner-Bonney Lake 
Family Resource Center 
offers a wide variety of 
human service programs, 
resources, health services, 
information and referrals.

The Resource Center is a 
partnership with the cities 
of Sumner and Bonney 
Lake, Tacoma-Pierce County 
Health Department and 
other local organizations.

https://www.sumnersd.org/thirdthursday
https://www.sumnersd.org/specialservices
https://www.sumnersd.org/familyresourcecenter
https://www.sumnersd.org/familyresourcecenter
https://www.sumnersd.org/csf


MATHENGLISH

ASSESSMENT 2024

* Dieringer and Carbonado only serve students through 8th grade.

Each spring, students in grades 3-8 and 10 take the Smarter 
Balanced Assessment, a metric for college and career readiness. 
Our 2024 test scores increased over the previous year and we 
remain in the top tier among Pierce County school districts.

2025-26

SUMNER-BONNEY LAKE 
SCHOOL DISTRICT #320 
1202 WOOD AVE 
SUMNER, WA 98390

Work is already moving forward on the 
recently-passed 2024 construction bond!

Stay up-to-date with all school construction news and 
activities at sumnerbonneylakebuilds.org. 

Educational needs and 
design: Committees are 
determining the educa-
tional needs and associated 
physical spaces that will 
help guide architects in the 
designs of Sumner High 
School, Bonney Lake High 
School and the new middle 
school in Tehaleh. 

Bond Oversight 
Committee: Twelve 
community members make 
up a new Bond Oversight 
Committee tasked with 
providing transparency 
and accountability during 
construction of the district’s 
nine bond projects.

Do you know a child who will be 
five years old on or before Aug. 
31? Kindergarten registration 
is now open for the 2025-26 
school year. Follow a three-step 
enrollment process online.

More information at 
sumnersd.org/Kindergarten.

KINDERGARTEN

Dieringer (K-8)*	 69.5
University Place	 69.5
Sumner-Bonney Lake	 68.3
Carbonado (K-8)*	 68.2
Peninsula	 66.2
White River	 64.8
Steilacoom	 61.3
Puyallup	 52.9
State Average	 50.3
Bethel	 48.6
Fife	 44.3
Orting	 42.6
Tacoma	 42.1
Eatonville	 42.1
Clover Park	 37.0
Franklin Pierce	 36.5

Carbonado (K-8)*	 65.9
Dieringer (K-8)*	 63.1
University Place	 58.1
Peninsula	 53.9
Sumner-Bonney Lake	 53.7
White River	 51.3
Steilacoom	 42.6
Puyallup	 41.6
State Average	 39.7
Bethel	 35.7
Fife	 32.9
Eatonville	 32.1
Tacoma	 28.9
Orting	 28.5
Clover Park	 25.6
Franklin Pierce	 23.2

SUPPORT
We’re looking for volunteers 
who can help support quality 
education through active 
participation at schools and 
with athletics.

•	 Serve on an advisory 
committee

•	 Speak during a career 
day event

•	 Coach a sport/activity
•	 Assist at events
•	 Judge presentations/

competitions
•	 Participate in mock 

interview panels

Learn how to be a volunteer 
at sumnersd.org/Volunteer.

VOLUNTEER

http://sumnerbonneylakebuilds.org/
https://www.sumnersd.org/kindergarten
https://www.sumnersd.org/volunteer

