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Since its founding, Harmony's goal has been to create a pathway for
students to live inspiring futures. Meet one HPS alumna who leveraged

her STEM learning from Harmony into her dream career with NASA.




When 11-year-old Elisa Rivera set her sights on NASA, her
parents set out to find a high school that would fuel her
dreams. After researching schools with rigorous academics
and a strong STEM focus, the Rivera family found the perfect
fit in Harmony Science Academy-El Paso.

With a vision of becoming an aerospace engineer, Elisa threw
herself into every opportunity Harmony had to offer — from
STEM clubs and leadership roles to project-based learning
experiences. It helped that she attended a school where
students had similar interests and aspirations and teachers
who helped them discover and embrace them. Students
built relationships that lasted beyond graduation. They were
“family,” and became an effective cohort to support each
other every step of the way.

STEM education was foundational at Harmony from the very
start. Ensuring that students had the background needed for
STEM career paths was an early priority at all Harmony High
School campuses. Now, STEM education starts as early as
PreK and Kindergarten with a STEM curriculum that scaffolds
and builds from grade to grade.

“I still remember the first time |
walked into a Harmony school.
After all these years, it still
feels like home.”

Harmony founders recognized that there would be a serious
gap in people ready for emerging STEM careers if education
didn’t take drastic measures in preparing students for STEM
degrees. They offered “STEM for All,” making sure that all
students had equal access and exposure to STEM classes
and clubs. Harmony leaders fortified STEM education with
partners such as PLTW (Project Lead The Way), the U.S.
Army, Certiport, NASA, and others. These partners support
teachers and offer students opportunities in STEM beyond
the classroom. Harmony designed a proprietary curriculum
based on project-based learning, which is a proven method
to engage students in their learning through cross-curricular
projects.

Throughout the years, Harmony students have been
encouraged to think critically and be innovative. This has
resulted in early interests in science, math, robotics, drone
navigation, engineering, design, technology, and bio-medical.
Harmony students have won state and national awards in
STEM competitions such as Cyber Patriots, Technology
Student Association (TSA), Vex Robotics, Rec Foundation
(Drone), American Rocketry Challenge, Math Counts and so
many countless others.
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“At Harmony, we don’t just teach
science and math. We teach curiosity,
creativity, and the
courage to innovate.”

- Levent Sakar, STEM and PBL
Director, Harmony Public Schools

All through high school, Elisa connected with professionals
in the field and followed their advice to explore, stay
curious and stay involved. After graduating, Elisa pursued
a bachelor’s degree in mechanical engineering at the
University of Texas at El Paso. Many of her classmates
went on to be mechanical and electrical engineers working
at corporations such as General Motors and Exxon.

Elisa didn’t stop there. While in college, she built
an impressive résumé through internships, including
placements at the NASA Goddard Space Flight Center and,
ultimately, NASA itself. While at UTEP, Elisa got wind of the
Aeronautics and Astronautics program at the University of
Purdue. There, she pursued a Master’s degree in aerospace
engineering at the renowned institute

Her big break came through the prestigious NASA
Pathways Internship Program, which offered her a multi-
semester, hands-on experience at Goddard. The program
prepared her for a seamless transition into full-time work
at NASA, where she continued to contribute while earning
both her undergraduate and graduate degrees.

Today, Elisais living her childhood dream. As an aerospace
engineer working on NASA’s Artemis program, she plays a
key role in efforts to establish a permanent lunar base and
prepare for the first human mission to Mars.

“I still remember the first time | walked into a Harmony
school,” Elisa said recently. “Even after all these years, it
still feels like coming home.”

Elisa’s inspiring journey has made her a sought-after
speaker at Harmony Public Schools events across Texas.
Most recently, she delivered a keynote address at Harmony
School of Innovation-Katy’s Hard Hat Ceremony, where
more than 30 aspiring engineers gathered to hear her story.
She also visited Harmony’s teacher training last summer
and shared her inspiring message.

Her message to students was clear: “Love what you do
and never lose sight of your goals.”

Elisa Rivera’s journey from a curious middle schooler to
a pioneering aerospace engineer is a powerful example of
Harmony Public Schools’ mission in action — preparing
students for college, career and beyond through a caring,
collaborative and STEM-focused education.
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