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The newest exhibit at the Dorseyville Middle School 
LIGHT Center paid tribute to some black-and-gold 
gridiron greats.

Memorabilia marking decades of Pittsburgh Steelers 
history was on display for students and staff as part of the 
“Community of Champions” exhibit, and included books, 
playing cards, helmets and jerseys, souvenir cereal boxes, and, of 
course, Terrible Towels.

DMS’ Light Center is an arm of the LIGHT Education 
Initiative, a Pittsburgh-based educational outreach program that 
seeks to inspire, prepare, and empower the next generation of 
humanitarians.

“The goal of LIGHT is to help build communities within school 
districts in the region,” said Scott Vensel, a DMS literacy teacher 
and coordinator of the school’s LIGHT Center. 

As part of the exhibit, eighth-grade students heard from a pair of 
former Steelers – four-time Super Bowl champion Rocky Bleier 
and safety Will Allen.

Mr. Bleier, a former Fox Chapel resident who now resides in Mt. 
Lebanon, has two grandchildren in the Fox Chapel Area School 
District: Kellan, a senior at Fox Chapel Area High School, and 
Ella, an eighth-grader at DMS.

During his visit, he talked to students about themes such as 
responsibility, teamwork, leadership, and persevering through 
adversity. 

“Football is much like life,” he said. “Think about it. There is a 
beginning, there’s a middle, there’s an end. There’s birth, there’s 
life, there’s death … and then there’s a renewal. It all creates one 
word – hope.”

He detailed being wounded in Vietnam and working his way 
back to the Steelers in the early 1970s. He credits a triple-
amputee he met while recovering at a military hospital in Tokyo 
with giving him the motivation to return to football.

“Every day, he’d stop at my bed and he’d say, ‘Hey, how are you 
doing today?’ ” Mr. Bleier said. “I thought if anyone would be 

embittered with their lot in life, it would have to be that young 
soldier having to live with those atrocities … but yet, he chose 
to make a difference, and he chose to have a positive attitude. I 
thought if he could have that attitude, how about me?”

The plan for the DMS LIGHT Center is to have similar exhibits 
featuring the Pittsburgh Penguins during the winter and the 
Pittsburgh Pirates in the spring, along with speakers from those 
organizations, Mr. Vensel said.

“I look for speakers to come and talk about the power of 
working with people from different backgrounds in order to 
be successful, both on and off the field,” Mr. Vensel said. “The 
speakers help to reinforce the importance of community by 
sharing their athletic and personal experiences.”

After speaking with the students, Mr. Bleier toured the exhibit, 
much of which contained items commemorating his former 
teammates. 

“It is important to be able to see this history, touch it, and keep it 
in memory,” Mr. Bleier said. “Time goes by, and you forget. Like 
all eras, these are memories, even with the ups and downs.”

FORMER STEELERS BRING HISTORY TO LIFE
LIGHT Center Hosts ʻCommunity of Champions̕  Exhibit
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