DeKalb Community Unit
School District 428

Mitchell Elementary Namesake Mural Wall

Installed in the main entrance hallway of the school to celebrate the school’'s namesake, Dr.
Leroy A. Mitchell.

Mural is 10’ x 11°10”

A touch-screen monitor houses video content about Dr. Mitchell and the construction of the new
school, which opened in August 2025. When the video content is not playing, a floating school
logo is displayed on screen. This photo was captured with the logo in mid-rotation, hence why it
shows backwards.

The mural features the school’s primary color, purple, and complements the school’s
architectural designs found throughout the building with three-dimensional photos that lift away
from the wall, along with Dr. Mitchell’s life-sized image.




Installation Day - Bringing the vision to life.




Each photo is accompanied by the corresponding copy to learn more about Dr. Mitchell.

“One important thing about learning is that it
occurs all the time. So we don't say, ‘Okay. Stop.
re going to start learning now." Learming

ens all the time, and this building

Dekalb Community Unit School District 428 .
broke ground on a new 70,000-square-foot
elementary school on April 11, 2024, when

it was revealed that Dr. Mitchell, chosen by
overwhelming community support, would

serve as the school's namesake. Construction
was completed on June 1,2025,and:Dr. Leroy:
A.Mitchell Elementary:School celebratecfits .
grand opening on August 8,2025.

A LEGACY OF EDUCATION AND COMMUNI

Leroy A. Mitchell's story began in Mount

Pleasant, Ne\

York, in 1946 as a foster child
who w:

adopted by the Mitchell family. His
parents instilled the immeasurable value of
education from an early a y and their
T foster children, despite having only a third-
grade education themselves. Leroy always
knew he wanted to go to college. With that
burning desire, he earned a Bachelor's and

er's deg in Education from Buffalo State
University, a Master of Divinity from Northern
Baptist Theological Seminary, and a Doctorate
of Ministry from Samuel DeWitt Proctor School
of Theology at Virginia Union University.

Dr. Mitchell served for 28 years as the Director of
the Counseling, Help and Assis

ance Necessary
for a C

lege Education (CHANCE) program at
Northern lllinois University, where he he
more than 12,000 students who showed a drive
d but did not have the funds for a
jucation successfully earn degrees.
Dr. Mitchell is a highly respected and beloved
leader in the community. In addition to his
dedication to ensuring students succeed in
s also the founding
emeritus of New Hope
Baptist Church, DeKa




Taken on the day of the community open house, which welcomed several hundred visitors, this
photo encapsulated everything this design was meant to accomplish.




