Publications and Digital Media Excellence: Writing
Title: College and Career Readiness: Teach STEM Africa
Date: October 2024 
Audience: All stakeholders for Gwinnett County Public Schools (GCPS)– families, students, staff, community, and government and business leaders.
Key Message: In 2021, GCPS developed a new strategic plan, Our Blueprint for the Future. A community-wide effort to create our shared vision for student success– Portrait of a Graduate, includes the skills, competencies, and attitudes our community believes are vital for students to possess when they graduate from GCPS. The Portrait serves as the “north star” of our Blueprint for the Future. When anticipating the future skills needed for success after graduation, our shared vision encompasses ten comprehensive strategic priorities and fundamental competencies. These priorities and competencies define the guiding principles that drive our educational approach districtwide and illustrate the tangible, actionable steps to align with our strategic plan.
With Empathy, Equity, Effectiveness, Excellence, Collaborative Leadership, Adaptability, Critical Thinking, Communication, Resourcefulness, and Student Voice, we focus on the knowledge, skills, abilities, and interests that demonstrate our Blueprint in Action throughout each of our diverse clusters. Each month during the 2024-25 school year we will highlight student achievement through the categories of College and Career Readiness, Each and Every Student, Literacy Proficiency, and Safe and Welcoming Schools to show how our schools have been diligently weaving the district's mission and vision into every facet of the academic experience.
Goal: To highlight a unique human-interest story about one of our educators and how her external experiences with her STEM nonprofit, Teach STEM Africa, overseas have contributed to her work to prepare students for post-secondary success and lead incoming educators here in Gwinnett County Public Schools. 
Accomplishment: Focusing on College and Career readiness, Dr. Kimberly West’s experiences as an educator with GCPS and STEM instruction inspired her to share her talent and the joy of science with those who may not have access to it. This not only highlights Dr. West’s dedication, but it also shows that the Blueprint in Action transcends the four walls of our classrooms. The story also sheds a light on the versatility of our educators, as leaders in the classroom and for entry level teachers who desire guidance. Overall, this story amplifies the character of those who join Team GCPS and how their experiences and community involvement enhance student development.
Communication: The Blueprint in Action web features are collected on the GCPS Website here: Our Blueprint in Action - Gwinnett County Public Schools (gcpsk12.org). Stories are published each month and shared via social media with photo collages linking back to the feature story. 
Evaluation: 
At the time of publishing on the web, the Teach STEM Africa content achieved 721 views.
On Instagram, the Teach STEM Africa post achieved 6,837 views, 174 interactions, and reached 3,873 users. 
On Facebook, the Teach STEM Africa post reached 8,870 users, 145 interactions, and 21 comments, which is above average for regularly posted content. 
Content:
Dr. Kimberly West, a science teacher at McConnell Middle School, had a vision to bring the innovation of Science, Technology, Engineering, and Mathematics (STEM) to the country of Ghana after her visit in 2022. Dr. West says she fell in love with the students and the atmosphere created by students and teachers who were excited to learn together. She founded her non-profit, Teach STEM Africa, upon her return and has since provided educators with quality training, and students with resources that will be crucial to their success. 
     “One of the things that I love about teaching science is that it is innovative and has the power to transform students’ thinking by exposing them to new ideas about the world around them. STEM encourages critical thinking skills, creativity, and problem-solving skills that are vital to students in all phases of their academic journey and postsecondary life,” Dr. West shares.
     After working with Gwinnett County Public Schools (GCPS) for eight years, Dr. West is familiar with leading others. She has extensive experience guiding a student-teaching resident and preparing them for their career as an educator through GCPS’ Human Resource Department’s Student Teaching Resident Program. The program partners with local colleges and universities to provide experience through student teaching opportunities. Rebecca Carlisle, GCPS Assistant Director of Recruitment and Retention, describes Dr. West as encouraging, inspirational, and generous.
     “She welcomed her resident with open arms, even meeting with the student over the summer to make sure the resident felt welcomed and understood that this was their classroom, not just Dr. West’s classroom,” Carlisle says. “Though Dr. West has only been at McConnell Middle for a short time, she has clearly made a tremendous impression, to be known not only as an effective classroom teacher but also as someone people look to for guidance,” Carlisle continues.
    Bringing her talents to Ghana, Dr. West assisted in training 60 teachers during their professional development. Her non-profit recruits U.S.-based educators to join their cohort and travel to Ghana to host engaging sessions that cover new science standards, elementary math and science activities, aerospace engineering, and teacher mental health. 
     The future of Teach STEM Africa is bright, as Dr. West is recruiting her next cohort of educators for 2025 and adding more classroom visits and training sessions.

