
Where Does the Money Come From?
Bayless relies on four main funding sources:
1. Local Revenue - 54.36% of Budget
■ Property Taxes: The majority of local revenue comes from real estate 
and personal property taxes paid by district residents and businesses.
■ School District Trust Fund: A State-wide $0.01 general sales tax for 
education paid based on attendance.
■ Program Fees: Fees from programs such as preschool, food sales and 
activities/clubs.
2. State Revenue — 36.01% of Budget
■ Basic Formula: Missouri’s “State Adequacy Target” is an amount pro-
vided per student to ensure proper school funding.
■ Classroom Trust Fund: Lottery and Gaming revenue allocated to 
schools.
■ Transportation: State reimbursement to district for a portion of trans-
portation costs.
3. Federal Revenue — 5.35% of Budget
■ Title Grants: Federal Grants for specific programs, such as Title I for 
disadvantaged students and Title III for English Language Learners.
■ Child Nutrition Reimbursements: Federal reimbursements for ap-
proved breakfast and lunches served.
■ Perkins Grant: A career and technical education grant used for high 
school business, family and consumer science, biomedical science, and 
engineering courses.
4. Other Revenue — 3.13% of Budget
■ Insurance Recovery: The District was reimbursed by our insurance 
carrier after multiple weather events caused various damages to our 
buildings & property.
5. St. Louis County Revenue — 1.14% of Budget
■ Fines: Fines passing through the office of the County Clerk.
■ Taxes: Taxes on railroads and utility properties assessed by the State of 
Missouri.

Managing resources well is an important part of the Bayless commu-
nity’s success. As a district, we work to provide excellent education, 
programs and facilities. To help explain the often-confusing world of 
school finance, here is how Bayless funds its operations:

Budgeting
for Success
The ins and outs of school funding and spending

How is the Money Spent? 
Once Bayless recieves these funds, they are care-
fully and deliberately allocated to support stu-
dents and the learning environment. 
■ Instruction/Support: Teacher and staff sala-
ries, benefits.
■ Purchased Services: Items like transportation, 
food service, school resource officers (police), 
liability and property insurance.
■ Supplies: Digital and print learning resources, 
general supplies, utilities (electricity, gas).
■ Debt Service: This fund is used to pay down 
the principal and interest on bonds issued to 
finance major capital projects such as building 
new schools or major rennovations
■ Capital Projects: Major rennovations or new 
construction. Also included are large equipment, 
hardware or software purchases. These ensure 
the long-term health of buildings and student 
resources.

Bayless works to provide value
Financial management and community support has led to a number 
of community awards/successes in recent years:
■ In 2025, Bayless scored in the top 4% of Missouri K-12 districts on 
the Annual Performance Report.
■ Bayless has ranked in the top 20% of Missouri districts on average 
over the past three years

■ Three consecutive Missouri Regional Teachers of the Year
■  National Schools and District of Character
■ One of the few St. Louis County Districts to increase in student 
population since 2019
■ NAMM Best Community for Music Education Award
■ Affton-Lemay Chamber of Commerce Beautification Award for 
rennovations to the 9296 Gravois Central Office Building



Bayless Does More With Less

Looking to the future
Bayless School District has a strong track record of financial management to provide quality schools for our commu-
nity. However, we are facing a number of pressures impacting our current financial outlook:

Clayton $24,862

Brentwood $22,111

Normandy $21,495

Valley Park $20,084

University City $18,408

Maplewood-
Richmond Heights

$17,149

Ferguson-Florissant $16,387

Ladue $16,189

Pattonville $16,172

Hancock Place $15,775

Riverview Gardens $15,532

Webster Groves $15,399

Jennings $15,330

Parkway $15,124

Hazelwood $14,929

Affton $14,827

Kirkwood $14,794

Ritenour $13,730

Rockwood $13,715

Mehlville $13,253

■ Bayless $12,410

Lindbergh $11,879

Parkway $7,097,574,110

Rockwood $5,945,922,270

Mehlville $2,917,341,740

Hazelwood $2,855,120,480

Ladue $2,557,110,330

Kirkwood $2,358,804,220

Lindbergh $2,141,400,470

Pattonville $2,105,509,900

Clayton $1,736,831,960

Ferguson-Florissant $1,574,391,900

Webster Groves $1,357,146,280

University City $1,081,369,670

Ritenour $972,710,000

Affton $706,903,270

Maplewood-
Richmond Heights

$530,707,970

Brentwood $508,810,890

Normandy $470,485,440

Riverview Gardens $374,424,970

Valley Park $292,587,490

■ Bayless $280,804,350

Hancock $222,876,400

Jennings $182,267,320

Maplewood-
Richmond Heights

$3.9788

Hazelwood $3.9437

Rockwood $3.7416

Affton $3.6490

Hazelwood $3.5904

Jennings $3.4569

Ferguson-Florissant $3.4153

Mehlville $3.3411

University City $3.1693

Pattonville $3.0679

Webster Groves $3.0848

Valley Park $3.0064

Clayton $2.9929

Brentwood $2.9208

Ritenour $2.8884

Normandy $2.8164

■ Bayless $2.7888

Kirkwood $2.7807

Hancock $2.7648

Ladue $2.75

Lindbergh $2.75

Parkway $ 2.6736

Cost Per Pupil: 
The average amount spent per stu-
dent in a fiscal year. Data calculated 

by the State of Missouri.

Assessed Value: 
The value of all commercial and per-

sonal property in a district, calculated 
by St. Louis County.

Residential Tax Rate: 
The residential tax rate for St. 

Louis County Districts
(Excludes debt service)

■ Property Tax Rollbacks: The Han-
cock Amendment mandates reductions 
in property tax rates to keep revenue 
constant and avoid windfalls when as-
sessed valuation increases. Due to this, 
our commerical property tax rate is the 
mimimum allowed by the state, and 
the residential rate is approaching it.
■ State Funding Uncertainty: Missouri 
ranks 50th in the nation for public 
school funding. Last year’s state 

revenue shortfalls meant Bayless did 
not receive its full allocation. As the 
state rewrites the foundation formu-
la, which determines school funding, 
the financial impact on our schools 
remains uncertain.
■ Limited Commercial Property Base: 
With the lowest commercial property 
base in St. Louis County, our assessed 
valuation is lower compared to districts 

with higher commercial tax contribu-
tions.
■ Low Assessed Value and Tax Rate: 
Bayless is proud that we offer value to 
our residents. However, our lower tax 
rate and lower assessed valuation may 
limit our ability to effectively respond 
to outside financial pressures like in-
flation, competitive salaries, and state 
and federal funding shortfalls. 


