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Osseo Area Schools serves one 
of Minnesota’s largest and most 
diverse communities, reaching 
across eight cities. Its three high 
schools are deeply rooted in distinct 
municipalities, each shaped by its 
own character and pride. Yet the 
former “District 279” identity did not 
fully express the unity of a district 
that operates as one. As Osseo 
evolved, its brand stood still.

Osseo partnered with CEL Marketing 
PR Design to modernize and unify 
the district’s brand, creating a 
cohesive identity system that reflects 
its energy, diversity, and commitment 
to students while providing 
clear standards for consistent 
implementation.

RESEARCH AND PLANNING
CEL conducted a brand audit to review existing logos, publications, digital platforms, and sub-brand 
applications. Stakeholder input and leadership conversations identified key priorities:

•	 Preserve district pride while modernizing the look

•	 Create clarity and consistency across schools and departments with a clear brand/sub-brand hierarchy

•	 Refine typography, color palette, and graphic elements to a more contemporary look

•	 Improve readability and accessibility in print and digital spaces

•	 Develop a flexible brand system that could scale for long-term use

IMPLEMENTATION
The refresh included a modernized  
logo system, expanded and accessible  
color palette, defined typography 
standards, and a clear sub-brand 
framework. A comprehensive brand 
guidelines manual supports consistent 
application districtwide.

Updated print and digital examples 
demonstrated how the system works in 
practice, providing staff with tools that are 
both flexible and easy to implement.

The comprehensive brand standards guide establishes clear direction for logo 
usage, color, typography, and sub-brand alignment. Designed for usability, the guide 
empowers staff to implement the identity consistently while protecting the system's 
long-term integrity.

Ready-to-use templates allow staff to create professional communications 
quickly while maintaining a consistent Osseo Area Schools brand.

https://www.osseoschools.org/
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MATERIALS:
•	 Logo
•	 Color Palette
•	 Pattern
•	 Letterhead (District)
•	 Enrollment Flyer
•	 Flyer Template
•	 Social Media Templates
•	 Google Slide Deck Template
•	 Apparel
•	 Brand Guidelines

The new brand system provides 
Osseo Area Schools with a unified 
and flexible visual identity. 
Implementation across digital and print platforms has improved consistency, strengthened recognition, 
and simplified design decision-making for staff.

District leaders now have a scalable brand foundation that supports communications efforts, reinforces 
community pride, and ensures a professional, cohesive presence across all touchpoints.

The presentation template brings the brand into everyday district communication. 
Consistent use of color, typography, and graphic elements ensures presentations 
remain visually cohesive while giving staff a flexible framework for sharing 
information with families, partners, and the community.

LOGO

The new Osseo Area Schools logo 
replaces the former “District 279” 
mark with a symbol rooted in 
meaning. The circular “O” represents 
connection and momentum, while 
the subtle eye at its center reflects the 
district’s commitment to seeing and 
supporting every student and family. 
Modern typography and simplified 
form create a confident identity that is 
both recognizable and enduring.

COLOR PALETTE

The previous palette paired bright 
yellow with a deep purple that 
frequently reproduced as navy,  
royal purple, or vendor substitutes, 
resulting in inconsistency and 
accessibility challenges. The refreshed 
combination of rich purple and warm 
marigold was selected for reliable 
replication across print and digital. 
Purple signals pride and leadership. 
Marigold brings warmth and energy. 
Together, they create a cohesive, 
accessible system that the community 
can consistently recognize.

PATTERN

Extending from the eye within the 
logo, a custom pattern forms a visual 
path that connects directly to the 
district’s tagline, “Find Your Path.”  
The negative space subtly reinforces 
the circular “O,” creating a flexible 
graphic system that strengthens 
recognition across platforms.

https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/13mp0EZEZYYFRy8vB1iFfW2iXgmcAK_fZ
https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1ExUF_orl_UgUHU_07XqIsumP_5MB5X3H
https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1_eLfkiTO-dlp9rYKx9xeRgHHataAI8gg
https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1aGJ-4qCJEQyo3FSZyG4jXrWdrg1VTBnM
https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1tX7Faw6dLJ_ZmzLhMnG7ssneVzBltX6f
https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1hCRl27Kqo5uAWwW7AO3W21gYcuUZXDBD
https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1WSe8u8Pi35laLkuls9fnxPIwC7CU8DCN
https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1d0XEiZVZ5s-1S0L7MhC8l2XRBY_z4I0x
https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1lw453PPdc8_8x2c08nybjnyHAhvke7Xc
https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1_2aDhjF5qIGJacS4Sb6zwMjyOZXnoUJN

