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l The Jesse J. Kaplan School offers a stimulating 

learning environment for students ages 5-22 with 

autism, cognitive disabilities, medical fragility and/

or multiple disabilities. Kaplan’s Visual Instruction 

and Structured Teaching for Students with Autism 

and Learning Challenges (VISTA) program is based 

upon Applied Behavior Analysis with an emphasis 

on verbal behavior. 

The Social Communication/TEAMS program serves 

students with medical fragility, cognitive and/or  

multiple disabilities. The Social Communication  

component focuses on communication, social  

behavior, self-regulation and academics. The  

Technological Exploration of Augmentative  

Communication via Movement and Structure 

(TEAMS) component provides integrated therapies 

and education through an interdisciplinary approach  

for students with severe and multiple disabilities.
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Conference Day

Superintendent’s 
Conference Day

First Day of School  
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PATRIOT DAY

First Day of Autumn PreK Back to School Night/ 
6:00pm / PreK Building 
(Main Campus)

Lumina @ Viola Back to 
School Night / 6:00pm 
Lumina @ Viola

Jesse Kaplan Social 
Communications/TEAMS 
Open House / 6:00pm 
Jesse Kaplan School

Jesse Kaplan VISTA  
Open House / 6:00pm 
Jesse Kaplan School

River View High School 
Back to School Night 
6:00pm / RVHS @ BERC

TZE Back to School 
Night / 6:00pm 
Tappan Zee  
Education Center

Board Meeting 
7:30pm / Building 7 
Boardroom
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NATIONAL  
PRINCIPALS MONTH

ROSH HASHANAH
begins at sundown

ROSH HASHANAH ROSH HASHANAH
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g For more than 60 years, the Rockland BOCES 

Practical Nursing (PN) program has prepared 

students for a rewarding career in the health-

care industry. The 1,080-hour program takes 

the nursing student through the fundamentals 

of nursing, care of the elderly, anatomy and 

physiology, medical surgical nursing, mental 

health, pediatrics and maternity nursing as its 

core courses. Supervised clinical experiences 

are provided in local hospitals, medical offices 

and long-term care facilities. Successful  

graduation prepares the practical nursing  

student to sit for the National Council 

Licensure Examination (NCLEX).
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Board Meeting/ 
Board Appreciation 
7:30pm / Building 7 
Boardroom

HALLOWEEN

Halloween Trunk  
or Treat / 10:00am 
Jesse Kaplan School

Halloween Parade 
1:00pm / Lumina  
@ Viola

National School Bus 
Safety Week  
(10/21 – 10/25)

CTEC Spirit Week 
(10/21 – 10/25)

Transition Consortium 
Series / 7:00pm 
Virtual

INDIGENOUS  
PEOPLE’S DAY 
(Federally known  
as COLUMBUS DAY)

NYS School Board 
Recognition Week  
(10/14 – 10/18)

Family Fun Night  
6:00pm / Lumina  
@ Viola

Mountainside High 
School Open House 
6:00pm / Mountainside 
High School

CTEC Parent Open 
House / 6:00pm 
Building 3

Board Meeting 
7:30pm / Building 7 
Boardroom

YOM KIPPUR 
begins at sundown

YOM KIPPUR

New York State School Boards Association (NYSSBA) 2024 Annual 
Convention & Expo (10/20 – 10/22, NYC)
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Hudson Valley P-TECH is an integrated,  

six-year program in science, technology,  

engineering and mathematics (STEM).  

It offers a rigorous academic curriculum, 

targeted technical training and comprehen-

sive workplace experience in a dynamic, 

project-based learning environment.

Through partnerships with private sector  

businesses, P-TECH students participate  

in one-to-one professional mentoring  

and career-related internships and will  

be the first in line for local STEM jobs  

upon graduation.
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DECEMBER 2024

1 2

NATIONAL NATIVE 
AMERICAN HERITAGE 
MONTH
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Kaplan Book Fair 
10:00am (11/25 – 11/27)

Kaplan Thanksgiving 
Day Parade / 10:00am 
Jesse Kaplan School

Lumina Thanksgiving 
Feast / 11:30am  
Lumina @ Viola

Half Day  
Students/Staff 
(Early Dismissal/ 
Go Home Drill)

THANKSGIVING DAY 
RECESS (11/28 – 11/29)

Transition Consortium 
Series / 7:00pm 
Virtual

Project SEARCH Open 
House / 12:00pm  
Good Samaritan 
Hospital

Hudson Valley  
PTECH Family-Teacher 
Conferences / 5:30pm 
PTECH

Standard Time ELECTION DAY

Superintendent’s 
Conference Day

CTEC College/Career 
Day / 8:30am 
Building 10

VETERANS DAY Family Fun Night  
6:00pm / Lumina  
@ Viola

Board Meeting 
7:30pm / Building 7 
Boardroom

Adult Education 
Student Recognition 
Ceremony / 6:30pm 
BERC Auditorium



River View High School offers students  

the opportunity to earn a high school  

diploma through flexible, individualized 

instruction. The program provides educa-

tional options for students who, for various 

reasons, have not experienced success in a 

traditional classroom setting. 

With small student/teacher ratios, the  

alternative high school allows for the  

creation of personalized and informal  

environments with attention to social-

emotional and academic needs. Through 

independent study and non-traditional 

methods, River View students strive to  

follow their individual paths to success.
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New Visions Health 
Careers Exploration 
Open House / 6:30pm 
Building 3 / CTEC 
PRIDE Room

Board Meeting  
5:00pm / Building 7 
Boardroom

Services Guide Dinner  
6:00pm / Building 9 
Kaplan Cafeteria 

Lumina Holiday Tree 
Lighting / 1:00pm 
Lumina @ Viola

PEARL HARBOR  
DAY
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Kaplan Winter Concert 
10:00am and 11:00am 
Jesse Kaplan School

First Day of Winter

HOLIDAY RECESS 
(12/23 – 1/1)

CHRISTMAS EVE  CHRISTMAS

HANUKKAH 
(12/25 – 1/2) 
begins at sundown

KWANZAA  
(12/26 – 1/1)

NEW YEAR’S EVE

Family Fun Night 
Workshop / 6:00pm 
Lumina @ Viola

Transition Consortium 
Series / 7:00pm 
Virtual



Career and Technical Education Center (CTEC) 

programs offer students the opportunity to 

graduate high school with college credits,  

technical experience, professional skills and  

industry certifications in high-skill, high- 

demand fields. Rigorous classroom and  

hands-on learning lead to internships with  

a variety of local businesses and government  

organizations. Our Career and Technical  

Education programs continually evolve to meet 

the needs of a changing economy—always  

appealing to a new generation of students  

looking to get the best possible head-start on 

their futures.
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NEW YEAR’S DAY Schools open
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Hudson Valley  
PTECH Fall 
Industry Challenge 
Presentations  
8:00am & 2:00pm 
(1/27 – 1/31)

LUNAR NEW YEAR Hudson Valley  
PTECH Open House  
for Prospective Students 
& Parents / 9:00am 
PTECH

Hudson Valley  
PTECH Open House  
for Prospective Students 
& Parents / 7:00pm 
PTECH

Family Fun Night 
Workshop / 6:00pm 
Lumina @ Viola

Transition Consortium 
Series / 7:00pm 
Virtual

Board Meeting/Tenure 
Presentation / 7:30pm 
Building 7 Boardroom

Project SEARCH  
Open House / 6:00pm 
Good Samaritan 
Hospital

MARTIN LUTHER  
KING, JR. DAY

NYS Regents Exams (1/21 – 1/24)
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on Rockland Adult and Community Education 

(RACE) focuses on expanding adult career 

pathways providing students multiple oppor-

tunities, from entry-level, noncredit courses 

to mid-skill level certificate degree programs. 

Coursework is aligned with in-demand  

occupations in the Lower Hudson Valley in 

response to the needs of local business and 

industry. Each year, our RACE offerings help 

more than 5,000 adult learners expand their 

employment opportunities and improve 

English language and academic skills.
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NATIONAL AFRICAN 
AMERICAN HISTORY 
MONTH

CAREER AND 
TECHNICAL 
EDUCATION MONTH
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Schools open Board Meeting 
7:30pm / Building 7 
Boardroom

RAMADAN 
begins at sundown

PRESIDENTS’ DAY

WASHINGTON’S  
BIRTHDAY

MID-WINTER RECESS 
(2/17 – 2/21)

Transition Consortium 
Series / 7:00pm / Virtual

Family Fun Night 
Workshop / 6:00pm 
Lumina @ Viola

LINCOLN’S BIRTHDAY

Board Meeting 
Budget Presentation 
7:30pm / Building 7 
Boardroom

VALENTINE’S DAY

GROUNDHOG DAY Hudson Valley  
PTECH Open House  
for Prospective Students 
& Parents / 9:00am 
PTECH (SNOW DATE)

Hudson Valley  
PTECH Open House  
for Prospective Students 
& Parents / 7:00pm 
PTECH (SNOW DATE)



Rockland BOCES assists students with  

a wide range of disabilities in preparing  

for and making the transition to post- 

school learning, living and employment. 

Work-based learning programs like  

Project SEARCH and the Kaplan  

Community Development Center (KCDC) 

allow students to live independently,  

learn marketable job skills and work  

with local employers.
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Board Meeting 
7:30pm / Building 7 
Boardroom

Daylight Saving  
Time

Family Fun Night 
Workshop / 6:00pm 
Lumina @ Viola

Board Meeting 
7:30pm / Building 10 
Conference Center

Superintendent’s 
Conference Day

SkillsUSA Pasta Dinner 
5:00pm / Building 9 
Kaplan Cafeteria

ST. PATRICK’S DAY Transition Consortium 
Series / 7:00pm 
Virtual

First Day of Spring
Lumina Talent Show 
10:00am / Lumina  
@ Viola

ASH WEDNESDAY



Rockland BOCES district-based programs 

serve classified students, ages 5-22, with a 

variety of disabilities, including autism,  

developmental and learning disabilities, as 

well as students who present with social  

and emotional challenges. Classrooms are 

located in elementary, middle and high 

schools with opportunities for integration 

and/or mainstreaming.
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National School Boards Association (NSBA) 2025 
Annual Conference (4/4 – 4/6 Atlanta)
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Board Meeting  
7:30pm / Building 7 
Boardroom

EASTER

PASSOVER 
ends at sundown

EARTH DAY

BOCES Election  
& Budget Vote 
in Districts

Board Meeting 
7:30pm / Building 7 
Boardroom

HOLOCAUST 
REMEMBRANCE DAY
begins at sundown 
(4/23 – 4/24)

HOLOCAUST 
REMEMBRANCE DAY

Spring Recess 
(4/14 – 4/18)

Family Fun Night 
Workshop / 6:00pm 
Lumina @ Viola

GOOD FRIDAY  

National School 
Boards Association 
(NSBA) 2025  
Annual Conference 
(4/4 – 4/6, Atlanta)

Kaplan Art Show  
10:00am (4/8 – 4/9)

CTEC Parent Open 
House / 5:30pm  
CTEC Campus

Board Meeting 
5:00pm / Building 7 
Boardroom

Annual Dinner 
6:00pm / Building 9 
Kaplan Cafeteria

Resource and 
Transition Fair 
9:30am – 1:30pm / 
Community Rooms, 4th 
Floor Palisades Center

PASSOVER 
begins at sundown 
(4/12 – 4/20)

NYS SkillsUSA Competition (4/23 – 4/25, Syracuse)
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The Lumina School is a center- 

based program for students in  

grades K-8 who face a variety of 

learning challenges. Lumina offers 

a predictable, positive learning  

environment in which students 

acquire the skills necessary for  

academic and social success.
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MEMORIAL DAY Board Meeting  
7:30pm / Building 7 
Boardroom

Jesse Kaplan Carnival 
Day / 10:00am  
Jesse Kaplan School 
(RAIN DATE)

TZE Field Day 
10:30 AM / Tappan Zee 
Education Center  
(RAIN DATE)

CTEC Culinary Banquet 
6:00pm / Building 9 
Kaplan Cafeteria

National Technical 
Honor Society 
Induction / Principal’s 
Honor Roll / 6:00pm / 
BERC Auditorium

Jesse Kaplan Carnival 
Day / 10:00am  
Jesse Kaplan School

TZE Field Day 
10:30 AM / Tappan Zee 
Education Center

Lumina@ Viola Road 
Runners / 9:30am 
River View HS Track 
(RAIN DATE)

MOTHER’S DAY Family Fun Night 
Workshop / 6:00pm 
Lumina @ Viola

Transition Consortium 
Series / 7:00pm  
Virtual

Lumina @ Viola 
Learning Showcase 
(Lower Elementary) 
10:00am / Lumina  
@ Viola

Tenure & Retirement 
Celebration  
6:30pm / Building 10 
Conference Center
Board Meeting 
7:30pm / Building 10 
Conference Center

Lumina @ Viola 
Learning Showcase 
(Upper Elementary) 
10:00am / Lumina  
@ Viola

Jesse Kaplan Field Day 
10:00am / Jesse Kaplan 
School (5/15 – 5/16) 
(RAIN DATES)

RVHS Prom / 7:00pm 
Town and Country

Lumina @ Viola  
Road Runners / 9:30am 
River View HS Track

Lumina @ Viola 
Learning Showcase 
(Middle School) 
10:00am / Lumina  
@ Viola

Hudson Valley  
PTECH Spring Dance 
6:00pm / TBD

CINCO DE MAYO Jesse Kaplan Field Day 
10:00am / Jesse Kaplan 
School (5/8 – 5/9)
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LGBTQIA+ PRIDE 
MONTH

Hudson Valley 
PTECH Spring 
Industry Challenge 
Presentations 
8:00am & 2:00pm 
PTECH (6/2 – 6/5)

LPN Completion 
Ceremony / 6:00pm 
West Nyack Lawn

Mountainside High 
School Graduation 
6:30pm / Mountainside 
High School

Lumina @ Viola Field 
Day / 9:00am / Lumina 
@ Viola 

CTEC Completion 
Ceremony / 6:00pm 
West Nyack Lawn

Lumina @ Viola Field 
Day / 9:00am / Lumina 
@ Viola (RAIN DATE)

Jesse J. Kaplan School 
Senior Prom / 11:00am  
Jesse J. Kaplan School

Family Fun Day 
9:30am – 1:30pm 
West Nyack Lawn

SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY

Mountainside High School is an alternative 

secondary program that enables students to 

reach their highest potential in a supportive  

and structured environment, affording 

them a strong sense of purpose—a positive 

attitude toward learning and incentives for 

appropriate behavior. Small class sizes and 

a strengths-based approach helps to engage 

young minds, support unique needs and 

build new skills and confidence that lead  

to lifelong success.M
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FATHER’S DAY CABAS Moving Up 
Ceremony / 9:00am 
Tappan Zee Education 
Center
PreK Moving Up Ceremony 
/ 1:30pm  
PreK Bldg. - Main Campus
New Visions Health 
Careers Exploration 
Orientation / 6:30pm  
CTEC PRIDE Room

Project SEARCH 
Recognition Ceremony 
10:00am / Good 
Samaritan Hospital

JUNETEENTH First Day of Summer

NYS Regents Exams 

Jesse Kaplan Senior 
Day / 12:00pm  
Jesse Kaplan School

Hudson Valley P-TECH 
Completion Ceremony 
10:00am / P-TECH

Half Day / Students

Board Meeting 
7:00pm / Building 7 
Boardroom

Half Day / Students Last Day of School 
(2 hour day for students)

Adult Education 
Student Recognition 
Ceremony / 9:30am 
RVHS Auditorium  
@ BERC

SkillsUSA BBQ / All Day 
West Nyack Lawn

Board Meeting 
4:45pm / Conference 
Center / Building 10

Adult Education 
Student Recognition 
Ceremony / 6:30pm 
SVHS Auditorium

Lumina@ Viola 8th Grade 
Graduation 10:00am / 
Lumina @ Viola

Hudson Valley P-TECH 
National Technical Honor 
Society Induction / 6:00pm 
P-TECH

River View High School 
Graduation / 6:30 PM 
RVHS Auditorium @ BERC

Lumina@ Viola 
Kindergarten Moving 
Up Ceremony / 10:00am 
Lumina @ Viola

Jesse J. Kaplan School 
Senior Prom / 10:00am 
Building 9 / Jesse J. 
Kaplan School

FLAG DAY

Adult Education 
Student Recognition 
Ceremony / 11:30am 
Riverview Auditorium 
@ BERC

NYS Regents Exams (6/17 – 6/18)

NYS Regents Exams (6/10 – 6/11)

NYS Regents Exams (6/23 – 6/25)

National Skills USA Competition (6/23–6/27, Atlanta, GA) 
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INDEPENDENCE DAY

july 2025
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programs & services

1. The Rockland BOCES  
West Nyack Campus

	 The main campus on Parrott Road is home to the Career and  
Technical Education Center, the Rockland BOCES Conference  
Center, the Practical Nursing program, the Jesse J. Kaplan School,  
the Kaplan Community Development Center and the Rockland  
BOCES Preschool Program.

 	 Administrative and support services offices on the  
West Nyack campus include: Facilities; Health, Safety  
and Security; Transportation; Human Resources;  
Communications; Business; Technology; the Instructional  
Services and Professional Development Division; and,  
the Student Services Division. Central Administration  
offices in West Nyack include those of the  
District Superintendent, Chief Operating  
Officer, Assistant Superintendents and  
the District Clerk.

2. The Lumina School  
 at Viola

	 Students in grades K-8 benefit  
from a program focused not only  
on academics and extra supports,  
but also on social and emotional growth.  
Additionally, the Lumina School houses  
the Family Resource Center and the  
Mental Health Association of Westchester.
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3. BOCES Educational Resource Center (BERC)
	 Also known as the old Nyack High School, this building is home to River View High School—a program 

that provides alternative instructional strategies and intensive support in a traditional high school setting.
	 A majority of Rockland Adult and Community Education (RACE) programs are also offered at BERC. Programs  

include adult literacy, ESOL and career training via Rockland Works.
	 Additionally, Intensive Day Treatment (IDT) and a satellite of the Rockland BOCES Family Resource Center (FRC) 

are housed at this location. The FRC is a welcoming place within the BOCES community for families to come  
together for fellowship, support and fun.

	 Youth Connections, a component of Rockland Works, is located on the lower level of the BERC building.  
Youth Connections provides training, education and employment services for in- and out-of-school youth  
in the county.

	 At the Partnership for Safe and Healthy Youth, staff representing several county agencies work to identify  
and coordinate support services needed by Rockland County youth and families.

	 The Rockland County Partial Hospitalization Program operated by Astor Services is also located at BERC.

4. Tappan Zee Education Center 
	 The former Tappan Zee Elementary School (TZE) is now home to Hudson Valley P-TECH—an integrated,  

six-year program providing high school, college and career training so that students graduate with an  
associate’s degree in a STEM discipline. TZE is also home to the Rockland BOCES CABAS program.

5. Mountainside High School 
	 Mountainside High School is an alternative secondary program for students with emotional, behavioral and 

learning challenges. Students benefit from the small class size, a strengths-based approach and extra supports 
needed for success.

District-Based and Community-Based Programs
With more than 30 district-based sites throughout Rockland County, Rockland BOCES programs for students of all 
ages are never far away. Project SEARCH—a work-based learning program for students with disabilities—is a collabora-
tion with Good Samaritan Hospital in Suffern, ACCES-VR and the Rockland County Association for Learning Disabilities. 

4

GRAND VIEW-
ON-HUDSON

PIERMONT

B E R G E N  C O U N T Y ,  N E W
 J E R S E Y



for your information
Visitors are WELCOME!
Visitors and guests are always welcome at Rockland BOCES. For safety and security purposes,  
visitors must provide photo identification and will be asked the purpose of their visit.

CTEC Student  
House Project

Safety City

Windmill
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MAIN CAMPUS
Building 1: CTE

Building 2: CTE / Student Services and Preschool Program

Building 3: Career & Technical Education Center / Practical Nursing Program

Building 4: Human Resources / Business Office / 
Health, Safety & Security / School Registry

Building 4A: Communications Service  

Building 5: Transportation / CTE Welding

Building 6: Kaplan Community Development Center /  
Student House

Building 7: Central Administration

Building 8: Facilities

Building 9: Jesse J. Kaplan School /  
CTE Culinary Arts Program

Building 10: Instructional Services and Professional  
Development / Conference Center / Student Services

Building 12: Technology Services

65 Parrott Road, West Nyack, NY 10994 | (845) 627-4700 | rocklandboces.org

Kaplan Pool  
Complex

Fitness Trail

BOARD OF COOPERATIVE  
EDUCATIONAL SERVICES

Rosemary Pitruzzella, President,  
representing South Orangetown

Deborah P. Gatti, Vice President, 
Member-at-Large

Tamara Bierker, representing Clarkstown

Catherine Boera, representing Nanuet 

Sabrina Charles-Pierre, 
representing East Ramapo

Jackie Dubil Craig, representing Pearl River

Sandi Jeanette,  
representing Suffern Central

Michael Mark, representing Nyack

Peggy Zugibe, 
representing North Rockland

Erin Sussman, Clerk to the Board

CENTRAL OFFICE

District Superintendent / CEO 
Christopher D’Ambrese.......... 845-627-4702 

Deputy Superintendent / COO 
Scott Moffitt...................................845-627-4708

Assistant Superintendent  
for Human Resources 
Yasmin Helou-Caré, Ph.D....... 845-627-4729

Executive Director of Student Services 
Christine Ditrano, Psy.D..........845-627-4790

Assistant Superintendent of Career Services 
Kim Bell.............................................845-627-4770

Assistant Superintendent for  
Business and Operations 
Tawnya Muhlrad............................845-627-4721

Campus  
Security  

Gate

Parking



HOW TO REACH US

Adult Education &  
Business Services..............................845-348-3500

Business Office................................... 845-627-4722

Career & Technical Education  
(CTEC).......................................................845-627-4770

Central Office.......................................845-627-4702

Communications Service.............845-627-4705

Facilities.................................................. 845-627-4753

Family Resource Center
• BERC (Nyack).....................................845-348-3504 
• The Lumina School at  
  Viola (Suffern).................................... 845-942-7558

Health, Safety & Security..............845-627-4760

Hudson Valley P-TECH................... 845-580-1474

Human Resources.............................. 845-627-4712

Instructional Services &  
Professional Development..........845-627-4783

Intensive Day Treatment (IDT)
• Elementary............................................ 845-503-1136
• Secondary............................................845-770-0920

Jesse. J. Kaplan School...................845-627-4797

The Lumina School at Viola........... 845-503-2110

Mountainside High School.......... 845-624-5566

Partnership for Safe &  
Healthy Youth......................................845-405-4180

Project SEARCH................................. 845-820-8980

River View High School...................845-348-3518

School Library System.....................845-627-4725

School Registry Services.............. 845-627-4744

Special Education..............................845-627-4790
District-Based:
• Special Education............................845-624-5575
• Therapeutic Support  
	 (Elementary).........................................845-353-1513
• Therapeutic Support 
	 (Secondary)........................................845-624-5684

GED............................................................845-348-3508

Technology Services........................ 845-627-4735

Transition Services............................845-627-4790

Transportation.....................................845-627-4754 

Youth Connections........................... 845-348-3530

weather-related closings & delays
Rockland BOCES has established protocols for deciding 
whether to close or delay school or cancel programs due  
to inclement weather or other emergencies. Our agency  
uses several information channels to communicate this  
information with families, staff and community members:

• Mass notifications: email, text message, automated  
	 robocall. (Parents/guardians and staff members are  
	 automatically connected)
• Our website - rocklandboces.org: Closings, delayed  
	 openings, early dismissals are posted to the homepage
• Local media outlets: WHUD (100.7 FM), WRCR (1700 AM),  
	 News 12 Hudson Valley

It is best to rely on more than one information source,  
particularly in situations where the weather may cause  
power outages.

agency philosophy
We at Rockland BOCES BELIEVE in the intrinsic value of 
every learner and in our responsibility to help them each 
realize their dreams. 

To honor this, we REAFFIRM our commitment to provide 
quality leadership and instructional excellence. 

Moreover, we ACKNOWLEDGE that we are part of a  
greater whole and that the collective energy of Rockland 
County is best reflected in the collaboratives which serve 
our learning community.

rocklandboces.org
Get SOCIAL with us:

This calendar was produced by the Rockland BOCES Communications Service.  
Event dates and times were accurate up to the date of printing (August 2024) and are subject  

to change. Please refer to rocklandboces.org for changes and/or updates. If you have  questions  
about a specific calendar item, please contact the program hosting the event.
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