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[INTRO]
Good morning, everyone.

It is truly a joy to stand here today as we celebrate this important milestone for Northern Shores
Elementary School and for the Suffolk Public Schools family. My name is Valerie Fields, and |
am a member of the Suffolk City School Board representing the Nansemond Borough.

Today’s groundbreaking represents not just the expansion of a building, but the continued
growth of a community, one that values opportunity, innovation, and the success of every child
who walks through these doors.

Northern Shores has long been a place where students are encouraged to dream, to question,
and to excel. The additional classrooms and enhanced learning spaces that will come with this
project will allow Northern Shores to serve more students, reduce overcrowding, and continue to
provide safe, high-quality learning environments that inspire creativity and achievement. These
improvements will make a meaningful difference not only for today’s students, but for
generations to come.

We extend our sincere gratitude to the City of Suffolk for funding this project and for their
partnership in supporting our students and schools. The collaboration between our school
division leaders and City leaders is so important, and today is a powerful example of what can
be achieved when we work together to do what'’s best for kids.

I would also like to take a moment to acknowledge and honor my predecessor, Dr. Judith
Brooks-Buck, former Suffolk Public Schools Board Member and representative of the
Nansemond Borough, who championed this project with unwavering dedication. Dr.
Brooks-Buck understood the needs of this community and advocated tirelessly to ensure that
Northern Shores received the support and investment it deserved. Her leadership and persistent
voice helped make today possible, and her legacy is deeply rooted in the progress we are
celebrating.

To our school staff and our families, each of you continue to be strong partners in the learning
experience, and your advocacy has mattered. And to our students—you are the reason we are
here. You are the reason we build, we grow, and we keep reaching higher.

[OUTRO]

Thank you all for being here, and thank you for believing in Suffolk Public Schools. Together, we
are building more than classrooms, we are building the future.



