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Racism and Threats of Violence Take a Toll

ident should have an equal opportunity for success.

tudent needs to feel they belong, are understood and are valued.

dent has unique strengths and challenges.
dent should be kind, caring, and respectful to others.

Dear Glastonbury Community,

The recent violent and racist threat posted on social media by a former Glastonbury High School
student has shaken our community. We appreciate all those who have spoken out.

We are heartbroken and angry that this happened. We are devastated that families of color have
faced hatred and evil in Glastonbury. And we cannot even begin to understand how the families
of those specifically named in the threat are feeling today.

Every member of our Board of Education fully embraces the belief statement above. Likewise,
the faculty, staff, and administrators of Glastonbury Public Schools work tirelessly to ensure all
students feel safe, supported, and included. In the last decade, the work of our school district, and
those across the country, has been profoundly impacted by racism and threats of violence at
school and in the community. It takes a toll.

But racism and threats of violence are not just school problems. They are shared problems for
schools, families, and communities to overcome.

Some have asked about the programs our school system currently has in place to combat racism.
The list is long. The Board anticipates a comprehensive report on these student and staff
programs at the August 12 Board meeting.
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However, when the school day is over, students return to homes where too many of them are
bombarded, hours at a time, with the politics of anger, division, hate, and blame played out on
television screens and social media apps.

Dear Citizens of Glastonbury, our schools need your help. There are many ways you can assist in
building a more supportive and welcoming community. And there are many ways you can
support the efforts of our schools to do the same. Here are some you might consider:

1. Support Inclusive Practices: Advocate for school programs that promote inclusivity,
diversity, and anti-racism.

2. Expand your Family “Toolkit:” Learn about online hate and harassment and discuss
this topic at home.

3. Promote Community Programs: Support initiatives such as the Glastonbury ABC
House, ADL, and Open Choice.

4. Speak Up: Be an ally. Speak up when you hear or see racism, bias, and hate.

Let us not be overwhelmed by the work ahead. Instead, please join us in confronting it head-on.

The Glastonbury Board of Education
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https://www.adl.org/resources/tools-and-strategies/what-online-hate-and-harassment

