
Excellence in Writing

AUTISM EVALUATIONS
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This story was written by the ESD 113 
Communications Team on behalf of ESD 
113’s Special Education Cooperative. 

P U R P O S EP U R P O S E

This article highlights the work of ESD 113’s Special 
Education Cooperative (Co-op) and its autism 
evaluation process. Through the Washington State 
Health Care Authority, the Co-op received grant 
funds to train staff and build resources that shorten 
evaluation timelines. Autism evaluation wait lists 
traditionally stretch months or even years. ESD 113’s 
Special Education Co-op staff can evaluate students in 
a matter of weeks. Fourteen school districts currently 
belong to the Co-op and can access these services.

ESD 113 tells stories and celebrates programs across 
our region. We serve 44 school districts, one tribal 
compact school, and numerous private schools. 
Sharing this story reflects our communications 
team’s commitment to highlighting programs 
that expand access to services for students.

This article shows that progress in evaluation timelines 
is possible. When schools, teachers, and families 
seek answers on how to best support students, a 
story like this offers concrete evidence that solutions 
exist. Students and families can receive timely 
evaluations when the right resources are in place.

A U D I E N C EA U D I E N C E

This article reaches a broad audience: district 
superintendents, school leaders, special education 
directors, teachers, practitioners, autism evaluation 
programs, other educational service districts, 
and families. Autism touches many lives, and a 
story about faster, more accessible evaluations 
connects with a wide range of readers.

ESD 113 distributed this article through our 
monthly newsletter to superintendents and 
principals across the districts we serve, as well 
as educational partners. The story also appeared 
on our website and reached more than 10,000 
people on Facebook—the most successful 
Facebook post in ESD 113’s social media history.



K E Y  M E S S A G I N GK E Y  M E S S A G I N G

The article centers on how ESD 113’s Special Education 
Co-op addresses a critical regional need by bringing 
gold-standard autism evaluations directly to families. 
Our messaging shows that evaluation timelines 
previously stretched up to five years at clinics like Mary 
Bridge or Seattle Children’s Hospital. The Co-op now 
delivers those same assessments locally, reducing 
costs and keeping students in familiar community 
settings.

The article also highlights the Co-op’s ability to build 
community partnerships, secure grant funding, and 
expand access to specialized services. This program 
shows what becomes possible when districts, 
agencies, and specialists collaborate.

L A N G U A G EL A N G U A G E

ESD 113 Communications Team articles go through 
a quality assurance process that checks spelling, 
grammar, punctuation, and usage against standard 
American English conventions and ESD 113’s style 
guide.

This article uses clear, accurate language while 
maintaining the integrity of the subject matter. Where 
subject-specific terms appear, the article defines 
acronyms and provides context for clarity.

W R I T I N G  S T Y L EW R I T I N G  S T Y L E

This article highlights the work of ESD 113’s Special 
Education Co-op by moving readers from the challenge 
families face (wait times stretching months to years) 
to the people and program making faster evaluations 
possible. We used subheadings to help readers 
navigate the content and find what matters most to 
them.

We used direct quotes from Dr. Barta to explain the 
technical components of the evaluation process, 

grounding the content in her expertise and adding 
credibility. The article names specific benefits families 
experience: lower costs, less travel, and evaluations in 
familiar community settings.

Sharing stories of accomplishment across our region is 
central to the ESD 113 Communications Team’s work. 
We serve 44 school districts, one tribal compact school, 
and numerous private schools and internal programs. 
Celebrating what becomes possible when the right 
resources are in place reflects our mission. This 
article offers concrete evidence to schools, teachers, 
and families that progress in evaluation timelines is 
achievable. We aimed for that tone throughout.

O R G A N I Z AT I O NO R G A N I Z AT I O N

The article presents a problem and reveals ESD 113’s 
solution. We opened with the fact that many families in 
our region no longer wait years for autism evaluations, 
thanks to the Special Education Cooperative.

From there, we moved into how the program works: 
the grant, the partnerships, and the training that make 
it possible. We used a subheading to signal the shift 
and make the article easier to scan. Dr. Barta’s quotes 
explain the evaluation process in her own words, which 
makes the technical details easier to understand.

A second subheading introduced the Co-op’s team 
approach, shifting focus from family benefits to 
broader program impact. We closed with the program’s 
reach (14 districts, with room to grow) to show 
readers what becomes possible through community 
partnerships. ESD 113’s Special Education Cooperative 
demonstrates that expanding access to evaluations is 
achievable across our region.
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ESD 113 Special Education Cooperative Delivers 
Fast, Accessible Autism Evaluations
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