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In this latest issue of The Glenbrooks publication, 
District 225 continues to celebrate our students’ 
remarkable achievements, staff contributions, 
and families’ support. While our schools have 
long been recognized nationally for our students’ 
academic prowess, it is equally important to 
acknowledge and celebrate their accomplishments 
in other realms, such as athletics, arts and 
extracurricular activities. 

This year, the district engaged the community in 
a process to develop a 3-5 year strategic plan. A 
committed group of students, staff, parents and 
community members reviewed district data and 
community feedback before creating a robust plan 
to serve as a future roadmap. During that process, 
it became evident that providing our students with 
opportunities to excel beyond academics is crucial. 
Conversations with students underscored that 
balance and the ability to pursue their passions in 
many areas are critical to their well-being and their 
engagement with their schools. 

While we offer an incredible breadth of 
opportunities, in this issue, we highlight students 
whose fashion sense has garnered attention 
both inside the classroom and worldwide. In 
addition, we bring you a story about our renowned 
combined symphony orchestra program that 
for more than 40 years has offered a place for 
students to express their classical music talents. 

I am deeply grateful to our dedicated staff who 
daily go above and beyond by willingly taking on 
extra responsibilities to make these opportunities 
available to students. Their commitment to our 
students’ holistic development is commendable 
and reflects the spirit of excellence that defines 
the Glenbrooks. Later in these pages, we celebrate 
the Distinguished Teachers of the Year who 
exemplify the traits that make our schools unique 
places for students and staff. 

Our parents play an invaluable role and are truly 
partners with our schools. Encouragement to 
chase one’s passion begins at home, and our 
parents wholeheartedly support our students 
by giving their time and energy and attending 
concerts, games and competitions. Their 
unwavering commitment to supporting our 
students’ learning and growth assists us in 
fostering an environment where every student 
feels a sense of belonging. 

Finally, we all appreciate the decades of generosity 
and support from our communities. The 
successes of our schools are deeply rooted in the 
fact that our communities treasure the value of 
strong schools.

A MESSAGE FROM 
DR. CHARLES JOHNS
Superintendent

“ENCOURAGEMENT TO CHASE ONE’S 
PASSION BEGINS AT HOME, AND 

OUR PARENTS WHOLEHEARTEDLY 
SUPPORT OUR STUDENTS BY 

GIVING THEIR TIME AND ENERGY 
AND ATTENDING CONCERTS, 
GAMES AND COMPETITIONS.”

Dr. Charles Johns
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We are delighted to embark on another exceptional 
year in the Glenbrooks! 

Our outstanding students will be growing 
academically through our rigorous curriculum, 
while expanding their horizons through abundant 
extracurricular opportunities. Dedicated faculty, staff 
and coaches will be expertly teaching and leading 
as they nurture and inspire. And together, we will be 
fostering a caring and inclusive culture, where all are 
welcome and encouraged to pursue their passions. 
This holistic approach to our students’ education is 
always at the heart of our Glenbrook excellence.

The Board of Education is committed to honoring 
these timeless qualities. Crucial to our mission 
is recognizing that excellence is dynamic. We 
embrace an ethos of continuous improvement, 
striving to equip our students to flourish in an ever-
changing world — not just while they are with us, but 
throughout their lives.

To support our students’ continuing success, our 
district recently completed a strategic plan to 
guide us for the next 3 to 5 years. Both practical 
and aspirational, the plan draws on wise input 
from a broad spectrum of voices. High academic 
achievement, student well-being and preparation 
for rewarding futures are among its many important 
goals. As we move forward, the Board will use 
the plan to set district priorities as well as provide 
oversight and ensure accountability.

Our district’s continuing financial strength will 
be critical to bringing our plan to fruition. We are 
fortunate to have significant resources, which we 
steward prudently through sound fiscal management, 
timely maintenance and replacement of facilities 
and intelligent investments in technology and other 
educational tools. 

At the core of all these efforts are our remarkable 
families and community members. Year in and year 
out, we are blessed with their support in countless 
ways, both inside and outside our schools. The Board 
is deeply thankful for this invaluable partnership and 
looks forward to our continuing collaboration.

A MESSAGE FROM BRUCE 
DOUGHTY
Board of Education President
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Meet Principal Mandy 
Hughes, a New Leader at 
Glenbrook North

While walking through the hallways at Glenbrook North High School, 
incoming principal Mandy Hughes cannot help smiling as she greets 
students and staff members. Despite her official start date being months 
away, she has made a concerted effort to visit the school and attend 
spring events. “Attending the Variety Show illustrated to me the sense of 
pride and passion that exudes from many different areas of the school,” 
said Hughes. “The first number took my breath away because there was 
so much joy in the faces of the students.”
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With a career spanning various roles within 
education in three states, Hughes’ journey to 
becoming the next leader at GBN has been 
marked by her unwavering commitment to student 
success and well-being. 

Hughes always knew she wanted to be an 
educator. As she entered college, she was sure 
that her own high school experiences in choir and 
theater would steer her toward a teaching career 
in music. However, a college English professor 
ignited a passion in her and illustrated how 
literature, much like music, can strike a chord and 
move people, bridging the gap between her two 
interests and inspiring her to teach English.

During her first job teaching English at Bettendorf 
High School in Iowa, Hughes realized her 
discussions with students about literature or their 
writing often turned into conversations about 
building confidence and personal growth. In those 
conversations, she said, “I did have the opportunity 
to help students find their pathway.” 

Hughes’ husband, John, is a professional 
musician whose educational journey and 
career opportunities took the family around the 
Midwest. When they moved to DeKalb, Illinois, 
she embraced her proximity to Northern Illinois 
University and completed postgraduate work in 
counseling, which led to her first position as a 
school counselor. Serving as a school counselor 
showed her the importance of having a systems-
level perspective to continuously assess how 
these systems may contribute to what students 
can or cannot access. Her experience with 
problem-solving in counseling positions made her 
seriously consider becoming a principal. 

Another move took the family to Berlin, Wisconsin, 
where the small school district used funds from 
a 5-year federal School Climate Transformation 
Grant to hire Hughes as its project director. The 
position combined the skills she built in her 
previous positions, which served her well when, 
after four years, she was appointed to be the 
middle school principal.

After serving as principal for two years, Hughes 
and her family moved to the Chicago suburbs 
at the onset of the pandemic. She accepted 
an assistant principal position at Fremd High 
School in Palatine, Illinois, and spent her first few 

months meeting staff and students on Zoom. Her 
duties at Fremd encompassed student activities, 
professional development and overseeing the 
budget, support staff and facilities. Because 
of this multifaceted role, she understands 
the intertwined systems: “I am acutely aware 
of the importance of communication across 
groups. Any decision made for school, activity or 
athletic events has implications for maintenance, 
technology, communications, the dean’s office and 
students and parents.” 

Amid their hectic weeks, Hughes, her husband, 
their 11-year-old daughter, Ellie, and their mini 
goldendoodle Teddy take some time to reconnect. 

“I AM ACUTELY AWARE OF THE 
IMPORTANCE OF COMMUNICATION 

ACROSS GROUPS. ANY DECISION 
MADE FOR SCHOOL, ACTIVITY OR 

ATHLETIC EVENTS HAS IMPLICATIONS 
FOR MAINTENANCE, TECHNOLOGY, 

COMMUNICATIONS, THE DEAN’S 
OFFICE AND STUDENTS AND PARENTS.”

Mandy Hughes
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As Hughes explained, “Music is an important part 
of our family life. John and I met in college while 
singing in the choir, and we use music to reset 
when we need a break from discussing schedules 
or grocery lists. Our go-to pieces from a well-worn 
piano duet book are ‘Georgia on My Mind’ and 

‘True Colors’.” Hughes and her daughter also attend 
concerts and aim to someday sing together in the 
choir her husband directs. 

Hughes officially stepped into her new role at 
Glenbrook North on July 1: “I am excited to be 
coming to Glenbrook North at a time when the 
strategic plan is newly formed, and I can talk 
with students about how we can best support all 
facets of their lives. All the staff members whom 
I have met have been gracious and welcoming. 
As we get closer to the start of school, I look 
forward to meeting more students, families and 
community members.” 
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D225 by the Numbers

Number of 
Students Involved 
in the 2024 Spring 
Musical “The Prom” 

Actors, Singers 
and Dancers

Crew
Members

25
Instrumentalists

45 82

Paninis Sold During 
the 2023-24  
School Year

14,28116
9

National Merit 
Finalists

GBN

GBS

Number of Variety 
Show Tickets Sold

7,752

Number of IHSA Spring 
Sports Athletes

1,633

12,873

GBS

GBN

Illinois State Scholars

161161
186

GBN

GBS
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2024
DISTINGUISHED 

TEACHERS
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Nick Capalbo, Glenbrook North special education 
teacher, is the recipient of the Distinguished Teacher of 
2024 award. Capalbo, who has served at GBN teaching 
various special education courses since 2017, has been 
nominated for his exceptional dedication to supporting 
the whole student, emphasizing mental health and 
personal growth. Capalbo serves as a classroom teacher 
and special education case manager to students with 
various special needs ranging from cognitive impairments, 
Autism, learning difficulties and significant social-
emotional needs. He regularly thinks outside the box to 
find creative ways to forge connections between students 
and new, untraditional learning experiences that often 
occur outside the classroom. In addition to teaching, 
Capalbo is both the Varsity Girls’ Basketball Coach and 
Assistant Boys Tennis Coach. He is the recipient of the 
2023-2024 Illinois Basketball Coach of the Year. Capalbo 
serves on the committee for Class Act, which is dedicated 
to honoring students who demonstrate the tenets of 
a true Spartan. Capalbo earned his bachelor’s degree 
from Western Illinois University and a master’s in Special 
Education from National Louis University. 

Stacy Flannery, Glenbrook South social studies teacher, 
is the recipient of the Distinguished Teacher of 2024 
award. Flannery started her career at GBS in 1995 and has 
taught various social studies classes since. She has been 
nominated by her students a dozen times over the years. 
Flannery’s students say she goes above and beyond to get 
to know her students and find ways to engage everyone 
in the classroom. Flannery inspires students to be curious 
about the world around them. In addition to teaching, 
she has been the Assistant Instructional Supervisor and 
Team Leader of the United States History program since 
2009. In the past, she has been the sponsor of Key Club. 
Through the University of Illinois Urbana-Champaign, 
she was part of the first teacher groups allowed back in 
China in 1998 following the Tiananmen Square protests 
in 1989. Additionally, Flannery has attended three Gilder 
Lehrman summer institutes at Stanford, NYU and Nixon 
Library. Flannery holds a bachelor’s degree in English and 
History and a Master of Arts in Teaching History from the 
University of Illinois Chicago. 

NICK CAPALBO
Glenbrook North, Special Education

STACY FLANNERY
Glenbrook South, Social Studies
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From an early age, GBS class of 2024 student 
Nicholas DeRosa has had a passion for fashion.

“I remember at age seven making my sister a little 
dress in Florida,” DeRosa said. “I picked it back up 
my freshman year because I had nothing to do 
during COVID.” 

Immediately, GBS career and technical education 
teacher Melissa Pfister noticed DeRosa’s talent 
while holding classes online: “Something that 
stood out was that during his freshman year, 
Nicholas would take a simple project and turn it 
into something more extreme. Right away, I knew 
something more was going on.”

DeRosa uses fashion design to share stories in 
his life. “I can pinpoint a feeling or an emotion or 
a moment and then expand on that and create 

metaphors with the dresses,” he said. During his 
sophomore year of high school, he designed three 
prom dresses that his sister and two others wore. 

As Pfister noted, DeRosa “is a student designing at 
school and working outside the classroom. He has 
a little studio in his basement. It is his passion.” 
DeRosa built his home fashion studio two years 
ago when he ran out of space in his bedroom to 
store his fashion materials. The studio has built-in 
cabinets, a desk and lighting.

“At my home fashion studio, I am working on a 
dress with nude fabric. I have hand-sewn all the 
beads, and I am painting star crystals. It is a lot of 
hand sewing,” DeRosa said.

Typically, DeRosa brings projects from school to 
home. When working on multiple projects, the 
home studio allows him to focus on separate 
pieces in different spaces. DeRosa said he spends 
about eight hours weekly working on projects 
at home: “I have spent about seven hours hand 
sewing the design at home. I hope to debut the 
piece in this year’s fashion show.”

Quite a few students at GBS have modeled his 
designs over the years to be showcased in the GBS 

GBS Student Spotlight

“I CAN PINPOINT A FEELING OR AN 
EMOTION OR A MOMENT AND THEN 

EXPAND ON THAT AND CREATE 
METAPHORS WITH THE DRESSES.”

Nicholas DeRosa

GLENBROOK SOUTH 
STUDENT FINDS 
INSPIRATION FROM 
OWN LIFE TO DESIGN 
WOMEN’S FASHION 
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fashion magazine Stitched, the GBS fashion show 
and a local boutique. GBS class of 2026 student 
Meredith Bill was introduced to DeRosa through 
Stitched. Bill noticed the beautiful designs and 
reached out to assist with makeup, but DeRosa 
wanted her to model a dress instead.

“I was so excited. We met in the fashion room, and 
he had this whole rack of beautiful gowns. I was 
shocked by his talent,” Bill said. Since their first 
encounter, DeRosa has continued to reach out to 
Bill to showcase other gowns he has created, one 
of her favorites being a piece she wore at the first 
GBS fashion show in 2023. 

Pfister remembers that piece all too well, as it 
had a lot of engineering behind the big reveal. “He 
had a gold dress that started as a simple cocktail 
dress and had all this hardware sewn in, so when 
the model unclipped it on the runway, the fabric 
fell straight down, turning into a totally different 
dress,” Pfister said.

GBS class of 2024 student Julia Tyrrell also 
models for DeRosa and recalls a fond memory 
from the 2023 fashion show: “He threw together 
the dress very quickly, and it didn’t have straps, so 
he sewed straps on me during the show. Luckily, 
we were last, so we had some time, but it was 
a fun and stressful experience. No one in the 
audience knew what happened behind the scenes.” 

DeRosa’s designs were showcased in the summer 
of 2023 at an event hosted by Margo Boutique in 
the Glen Town Center. The shop has a partnership 
with youth services that raises money to help kids 
with crisis management. The event sold out and 
was featured in the Chicago Tribune.

“It felt amazing to see my stuff in the store. At the 
same time, their crisis management program is so 
important to me and my family,” DeRosa said. “I 
felt like I made a difference by helping raise money 
for the youth services.” 

DeRosa will continue his education after 
graduation by studying fashion design at the 
Fashion Institute of Technology in New York. “He 
has brought a lot of ideas and challenges upon 
himself, which shows how he wants to grow as a 
designer,” Pfister said. 
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Aligning our long-term goals with day-to-day 
operations ensures District 225 maintains the 
standard of excellence in all areas of schooling 
for which the Glenbrooks are known. A strategic 
plan provides a roadmap for achieving educational 
objectives while effectively managing resources. 

“It has been many years since District 225 conducted 
a strategic planning process,” said Superintendent 
Dr. Charles Johns. “Taking time to gather 
information, share perspectives and determine 
long-term priorities is necessary to meet the 
ever-changing needs and interests of our students, 
families and staff members and to set the district 
on the right path for the future.”

PROCESS
In the fall of 2023, the district began to gather 
feedback from all members of our community 
through various engagement activities including 
surveys, focus groups, interviews, collaborative 
workshops and student input sessions. More 
than 1,500 people participated, focused on the 

fundamental question, “What do Glenbrook 225 
students need to be prepared for their next step and 
be hopeful for their future?”

An analysis and summary report of the 
engagements was shared with the Board of 
Education in January 2024. These insights, along 
with other data, informed the work of a Core 
Planning Team, which was composed of current 
students, alumni, current and future District 225 
parents, teachers and staff and community leaders 
as well as a Design Team, which included members 
of the district leadership team. The teams met 
over several days in February, both in person 
and virtually, to develop strategic focus areas 
and outcome-oriented goals as part of an overall 
strategic framework. 

In an effort to ensure strategic planning efforts 
were on track, the community was invited to provide 
feedback through an online survey administered in 
March, which garnered more than 1,300 responses. 
The community affirmed the overall direction and 

District Develops New Strategic Plan 
with Broad Community Engagement

Glenbrook South teacher Larissa Hanson 
praised the process: “I feel very fortunate to 
have been included in the strategic planning 
process. As a mother of two District 34 
students and a GBS freshman as well as a 
tenured teacher at GBS, I was assured that 
the passion for students’ well-being, sense 
of belonging and overall success is alive and 
well in our community. The process itself 
was fascinating. The consultant facilitated 
incredibly organized, professional, focused 
and positive discussions, resulting in purpose-
driven, student-centered and respectful 
conversations that optimized our productivity. 
I am grateful for the opportunity to have in-
depth conversations with such thoughtful and 
reflective community members.” 
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Glenbrook North parent Andrew Brandner 
valued the conversations and diverse 
perspectives of the team members. “I 
appreciated that District 225 valued 
participation and input from many different 
constituents,” he said. “As the parent of both 
a D225 alumnus and a current student, I felt 
my perspective and experience were valued 
as we listened to each other and diligently 
worked to help build a stronger D225 for 
the tens of thousands of students and 
educators who will walk through the halls of 
GBN, GBS and GBOC in the coming years.”

Glenbrook North senior and Core Planning 
Team member Sarah Chinwalla felt the 
process was thorough and the plan has 
great potential. “More important than the 
creation of the plan is how we ensure that 
the plan is implemented correctly,” she said.

focus areas of the draft plan and provided insights 
to refine and update the framework. 

In April, the two teams reconvened to analyze the 
community feedback and refine the strategic focus 
areas and goals. Team members also provided 
input on updated district values, mission and 
vision statements. 

Taking the revised plan and the core values, 
mission and vision statements to the Board of 
Education on May 13 was a crucial step in getting 
the plan approved. Members of the Core Planning 
Team presented the strategic plan and answered 
questions from Board members. 

THE PLAN
The new strategic plan includes four focus areas, 
each with its own set of outcome-oriented goals: 

•	 Developing and Empowering Students within 
the Glenbrooks and Beyond  
Creating opportunities that allow students to 
build essential skills and explore paths toward 
well-being and future success.

•	 Improving the Culture and Climate in District 
225 through Meaningful Relationships 
Strengthening a sense of belonging for each 
member of the Glenbrooks to ensure all 
identities are valued and welcomed.

•	 Reimagining the Glenbrook Classroom 
Experience 
Advancing a positive learning experience where 
each student is able to grow and thrive. 

•	 Developing Leaders throughout District 225 
Building and supporting leaders throughout 
the organization to better serve students, staff 
and families. 

The next step is for the district to create action 
plans for each focus area that will lead toward the 
outcome goals identified by the community teams. 
The plan is expected to launch at the start of the 
2024-2025 school year. 
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The Glenbrook Symphony 
Orchestra Celebrates 45 
Years of Playing the Music, 
Not the Notes

As the sun sets and the classrooms in Glenbrook North empty, the Sheely 
Center for Performing Arts is gearing up for the Glenbrook Symphony 
Orchestra’s Wednesday night rehearsal.
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Glenbrook North and Glenbrook South students 
ready their instruments and music and take 
their seats to begin the two-hour and 15-minute 
practice. “I feel like we are very privileged here to 
have the GSO,” GBN class of 2024 student David 
Stolyarov said.

GSO teacher/conductor Aaron Kaplan raises his 
baton, and the room of 160 students becomes 
so silent that one can hear a pin drop. Suddenly, 
listeners are transported to another world while 
hearing the sounds of classical music. “It’s very 
high energy and exciting,” said GBS class of 2024 
student Marie Ku. “There are many people in one 
room, and we are all making music together.”

The North and South orchestra students were 
first combined by Carl Meyer during the 1980-
1981 school year. That first year, said Kaplan, the 
combined orchestra only had 12 string players: 

“Meyer built this program. I was lucky to be one of 
his students at GBN and am honored to continue 
its long-standing tradition.”

In addition to its symphony orchestra, the 
program’s structure offers a freshman orchestra at 

both GBN and GBS. “The kids come from different 
middle schools with different levels of experience,” 
Kaplan explained. “During freshman year, we 
work on our baseline skills to make the group 
cohesive. By the time they are sophomores, they 
are performing with the GSO.”

The middle schools feeding into the Glenbrooks 
include Attea, Field, Maple, Northbrook Junior 
High, Springman and Wood Oaks. With many 
students participating, the program has evolved 
into a two-teacher program. Along with GSO 
teacher/conductor Rachel Atlas, Kaplan travels 
between the two schools to co-teach the freshman 
orchestra and the symphony class, which is 
comprised of sophomores, juniors and seniors.

“Wednesday night is when we put all the magic 
together,” said Atlas. “The symphony strings 
combine, and then the winds and percussion from 
GBN and GBS join the rehearsal.”

Students in the symphony orchestra class are 
automatically in the GSO as a co-curricular 
element of the class. Students who are a part 

“THE GOAL IS TO INSTILL A LOVE OF 
MUSIC THAT KEEPS THEM COMING 
BACK TO IT, AND HOPEFULLY THEY 
WILL BE THE FUTURE CONSUMERS 

OF CLASSICAL MUSIC.”

Aaron Kaplan
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of the winds and percussion portion of the GSO 
must audition for a spot, with a prerequisite  
being they must be enrolled in a curricular band 
class. For these students, the GSO is considered 
an extracurricular. 

Stolyarov has played percussion for nine 
years, saying that the GSO is one of his favorite 
groups. “When you are here, you learn a lot 
about the music you are playing. So many times 
during rehearsal, Mr. Kaplan tells us stories 
of the composers and the piece’s intent, and I 
appreciate that,” Stolyarov said.

In addition to the GSO, Stolyarov has been a 
Chicago Youth Symphony Orchestra member for 
the last two years, where he has performed with 
students from around the Chicago area: “There 
are times when I have performed music for the 
Chicago Youth Symphony that I learned the 
year before in GSO. It shows that the size of our 
combined district orchestra can play at the same 
level as the outside orchestras. I don’t think that is 
something most schools can say.” 

Kaplan and Atlas understand how special the 
Glenbrook tradition is as they both were a part of 
the GSO, graduating from GBN in 2007. “The way 
this program is structured creates an unbelievably 
special program that you don’t get in many places. 
I have to thank the GSO for introducing me to 
some of my lifelong friends,” Atlas said. 

As Wednesday night rehearsal reaches the halfway 
mark, students break, and the room fills with 
laughter and smiles. Kaplan and Atlas review any 
material that needs to be rehearsed, telling the 
students, “Play the music, not the notes,” a motto 
for the GSO started by Meyer. 

For students, this phrase may mean physically 
interpreting the notes on the page to express 
emotions, but it takes on a new meaning after 
high school. “As they graduate and enter the 

“MY FAVORITE PART ABOUT 
PERFORMING IS DISPLAYING 
EVERYTHING WE HAVE BEEN 

WORKING ON FOR MANY WEEKS.”

MARIE KU
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world,” Kaplan said, “it becomes an allegory for 
anything they do. It’s not to have the surface level 
of interpretation of whatever they are doing. It is 
to find the humanity, passion and creativity behind 
that and apply it to whatever they do in the world.” 

The GSO puts on several fall, winter and spring 
concerts for the whole community to enjoy. “In 
addition to our current families, our audiences 
are frequently filled with community members 
and former parents/alumni from many years ago,” 
Atlas said.

One of Ku’s favorite performances in the GSO 
was the spring 2023 concert with a Broadway 
music theme: “My favorite part about performing 
is displaying everything we have been working on 
for many weeks. It is hard work and takes a lot of 
time and effort, but we always come out with great 
concerts, so it is well worth it.”

Ku has been playing the violin since she was 
five years old. “I like the violin’s versatility,” she 
explained. “You can play many different genres 
and make many different noises with it. It’s really 

cool.” She plans to join an orchestra after high 
school but not major in music in college. 

“The goal isn’t for most of them to become 
professional musicians. The goal is to instill a 
love of music that keeps them coming back to it, 
and hopefully they will be the future consumers of 
classical music,” Kaplan said. There are currently 
two GSO alumni in the Chicago Symphony 
Orchestra and over a dozen alums in professional 
orchestras around the United States and Europe. 

Incoming students interested in the GSO can 
enroll in the program during class registration. 

“Both GBN and GBS are big high schools, and 
students can take many different paths. The 
music program offers something exceptional. 
They are in class with the students all four 
years,” said Atlas. 

The GSO celebrates its 45th anniversary during 
the 2024-25 school year.
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SATHIA SELVARJ
Tennis, Basketball, Softball (all 4 years)

GRACE GERTNER 
Volleyball, Basketball, Soccer (freshman 

& sophomore); Volleyball, Basketball 
and Softball (junior & senior)

LOGAN DANE 
Cross Country, Bowling, Track 

& Field (all 4 years)

We celebrate the talent and 
commitment of these students whose 
passion for sports led them to be 
three-season athletes during all four 
years of their high school careers.

12-
Season
Athletes
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JORDAN FAKHOURY 
Football, Swimming,  

Track & Field (all 4 years)

HAYDEN JOSEPH 
Golf, Basketball, Softball (all 4 years)

SHAYAN TAHMOORESSI 
Cross Country, Swimming, and 

Water Polo (all 4 years)

ERIN REEVE 
Cross Country, Basketball, 
Track & Field (all 4 years)
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For class of 2024 student Lexi Serra, life as a 
fashion influencer began early.

“My love for fashion began when I was a child. My 
mom dressed me in complete outfits, including 
hats, shoes and accessories,” said Serra. This 
passion and eye for putting the right pieces 
together has served Serra well as the president 
of the LookBook club at Glenbrook North and as 
a social media content contributor for several 
brands nationwide.

LookBook began in 2021 as a way for students 
interested in fashion, photography and graphic 
design to collaborate and create a magazine that 

highlights fashion trends and styles in an online 
format. Since the club began, membership has 
grown to more than 100 students. 

Serra was part of the club during the 2022-2023 
school year and was tapped to be club president 
for the 2023-2024 school year because of her 
enthusiasm and organizational skills. The role 
requires managing all aspects of the magazine, 
including working with her fellow board members 
to choose the page layout themes “pitched” by 
club members, organizing shoot locations and 
placing the models, photographers, graphic 
designers and stylists into teams. 

Several changes were implemented under Serra’s 
leadership for this year’s publication, including 
locations and the introduction of hard copies. “All 
the shoots were done on location,” explained Serra. 

“None were done in front of the white screen on 
campus. We had so much fun going downtown 
together, listening to music in the car and getting 
excited about the project.” Another favorite 
location for Serra was the Willow Hill Golf Course 
in Northbrook. She felt the students involved in 

“IT IS A COOL FEELING TO SEE [THE 
LOOKBOOK] FINISHED BECAUSE 
MANY PEOPLE WERE A PART OF 
IT. THERE IS SO MUCH LOVE FOR 

THE LOOKBOOK COMMUNITY.”

Lexi Serra

GBN Student Spotlight

GLENBROOK 
NORTH STUDENT 
AND BRAND 
INFLUENCER 
ELEVATES 
LOOKBOOK
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the spread did a fantastic job reflecting old money, 
class and golf. 

The previous two publications were only available 
online. Serra wanted to offer the club members 
and others the opportunity to purchase a hard 
copy. Changing the format from an online version 
to one ready for print challenged Serra. “I had 
never done anything like that,” said Serra. “I worked 
with one of the graphic artists late into the night to 
ensure it was ready to submit to the printer.” 

Now that it is finished, Serra and her team are 
thrilled: “It is a cool feeling to see it finished 
because many people were a part of it. There 
is so much love for the LookBook community.” 
LookBook Club sponsor and fashion teacher 
Stefanie Basford agreed, noting that “LookBook is 
a fashion magazine that encompasses so much 
more than fashion, and Lexi helped foster that.”

Around the time Serra joined LookBook, she began 
posting stories about her family vacations and 
fashion on her Instagram page. That morphed into 
sharing her adventures while exploring Chicago 
restaurants, shops and attractions. Her unique 
perspective as an 18-year-old got her noticed by 
other content creators and businesses that wanted 
to capitalize on marketing to her 3,500 followers. 

As a content creator, Serra secured a brand deal 
with Canopy by Hilton in Chicago. She received 

a complimentary stay in exchange for posting 
photos of her experience at the hotel, including 
the room, food and things to do around the 
neighborhood. She posted photos and videos on 
her Instagram, and then the hotel shared them. 

Serra has contracted with Made Good Granola 
and DevaCurl to develop User Generated Content 
(USG), which means she produces the content 
the companies post on their social media. She 
has also worked with Lettuce Entertain You 
Restaurants, Peppermayo, JoJo Shake Bar and 
the Choose Chicago tourism campaign. Her work 
with these companies and public relations firms 
has resulted in her being invited to restaurant 
grand openings, a series premiere for the Choose 
Chicago tourism campaign and an influencer-run 
trip to Bali in the summer. 

There are connections between being a social 
media content creator and LookBook. When 
Serra works with fashion brands, she must 
decide the best way to style an article of clothing 
to uplevel the look. With LookBook, Serra figures 
out what works best together — not only outfits 
but also photos, styling, modeling, graphic 
designs and fonts.

As she moves from GBN to Butler University in 
Indianapolis, Serra plans to continue creating 
social media content while studying marketing 
and advertising. 
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The walls at Glenbrook North High School 
are covered in school pride. Distinguished 
alumni and faculty are showcased, trophies are 
displayed and pictures of current and former 
students are hanging on the walls. Student 
artwork from the school’s archives is also spread 
around the building. 

Since 2021, students in Ms. Carey Sides’ class 
have begun leaving their mark by creating vibrant 
murals around the school, including the first one 
in the department office. Sides said, “Our previous 
administrative assistant, Nancy Tichansky, 
wanted something behind her desk, so we came 
up with the idea for each student to complete one 
of nine paintings, which, when put together, look 
like a Spartan head.”

The paintings were created in a therapeutic art 
class. With the first mural, the students could 
choose which colors they wanted to use, the only 
constant being a black background. “I was just 
amazed,” Tichansky said. “The students arrived 
with the final piece, and I could see how proud 
they were that their artwork would be hanging in 
the office and that people would appreciate it.” 

Art Students 
Leaving 
Their Mark 
at GBN

“I THINK THAT IT’S PRETTY COOL 
WHEN THEY LEARN THAT A SPECIAL 

EDUCATION ART CLASS MADE A MURAL. 
IT IS LIKE PEOPLE KNOW WE EXIST.”

Aro Orgel

“EVERY TIME I GO PAST IT, I THINK ABOUT 
HOW I DID A LITTLE PIECE OF IT. IT’S NICE.”

Joey Harris
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Tichansky, who now serves as the executive 
assistant in Student Services, requested another 
piece of artwork to fill the space behind her desk. 
As she noted, “Now, I see them popping up all 
around the building.”

GBN class of 2024 student Joey Harris took part 
in creating the artwork on display behind the 
attendance office, which is her favorite piece. 

“Every time I go past it,” said Harris, “I think about 
how I did a little piece of it. It’s nice.”

Most of the murals throughout the school include 
multiple canvases to create one large picture. 
Sides said the goal is to represent different types 
of art and art students: “It’s symbolic to have 
different canvases that are put together to make 
one big picture. It’s kind of symbolic of the Special 
Education department. Getting ourselves out there 
in an artistic way is important.”

Aro Orgel, GBN class of 2024 student, said art is 
an outlet they use to express themselves, and they 
can spend all day lost in a project. “It’s fun making 
these murals to put around the school because 
most people don’t know much about special 

education programs,” Orgel explained. “I think 
that it’s pretty cool when they learn that a Special 
Education art class made a mural. It is like people 
know we exist,” Orgel said. 

One of the most recently unveiled murals is in the 
Math Resource Center. “The biggest challenge 
with the Math Resource Center was its size 
because there is so much space, and we had to 
figure out how to scale it. We did multiple layers of 
paint, which took some time, but it was worth it in 
the end. It was really satisfying,” Orgel said. 

Over the last three years, the students have 
created five pieces of artwork that are currently on 
display. Other locations include Student Services, 
Attendance and the Special Education department. 

As Sides explained, the best part of the mural 
projects is seeing the students’ faces when they 
present the final product in its new home. “Many 
of our students aren’t super involved in school 
activities or recognized academically or athletically, 
so this is a way for them to be connected to the 
school,” she said.
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2024
DISTINGUISHED 

ALUMNI
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Nusrat J. Choudhury, a Glenbrook North class of 
1994 graduate, is a United States District Court Judge 
in the Eastern District of New York. She is the first 
Muslim woman and the first Bangladeshi-American 
in United States history to serve as a federal judge. 
Prior to her appointment, Judge Choudhury served 
as the Legal Director at the American Civil Liberties 
Union (ACLU) of Illinois, where she oversaw a team 
of lawyers advancing civil rights and civil liberties 
across Illinois. Judge Choudhury also served for more 
than a decade in various roles at the ACLU, including 
as Deputy Director of the Racial Justice Program 
and Staff Attorney in the National Security Project. 
While at GBN, she participated in choir, speech, 
theater, track, cross country, graphic design/art, the 
Glenbrook Academy and the National Honor Society. 
Judge Choudhury received her J.D. from Yale Law 
School, her M.P.A. with Distinction in International 
Development from Princeton University and her B.A. 
summa cum laude from Columbia University. She 
is a recipient of the South Asian Bar Association of 
New York Access to Justice Award and the Edward 
Bullard Distinguished Alumnus Award from Princeton 
University’s School of Public and International Affairs.

Dr. James Klausner, a Glenbrook South class of 
1980 graduate, is the co-founder and Executive 
Chairman of the long-duration energy storage 
company, RedoxBlox. Additionally, he is the MSU 
Foundation Professor at Michigan State University. 
Dr. Klausner serves on the Board of Directors for the 
American Society of Thermal Fluid Engineers and 
the International Titanium Association Foundation. 
He has written more than 175 referred publications 
and is the author of more than 10 patents and four 
provisional patents. While at GBS, he participated 
in wrestling, football, track and baseball. During 
Dr. Klausner’s senior year of high school, he was 
honored with the co-most valuable player for both 
football and wrestling. He continued playing NCAA 
football for the U.S. Merchant Marine Academy, 
where he earned his undergraduate degree in 
Marine Systems Engineering. Dr. Klausner received 
his Ph.D. in 1989 from the University of Illinois 
Urbana-Champaign in Mechanical Engineering. 

NUSRAT J. CHOUDHURY
Glenbrook North, Class of 1994

DR. JAMES KLAUSNER
Glenbrook South, Class of 1980
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Glenbrook High School District 225 offers a 
public education to more than 5,100 students 
in Glenview, Northbrook and portions of 
unincorporated Northfield Township.

“The Glenbrooks” is a community publication 
of District 225 and is mailed by postal route. 
Some individuals who do not live within the 
Glenbrook High School District 225 boundaries 
may receive this mailing.

Glenbrook High School District 225
3801 W. Lake Avenue
Glenview, IL 60026

Glenbrook South:
August 12

IHSA fall sports begin

August 19
Freshmen Orientation 

Transfer Student Orientation
Open House

Pride Orientation
“Been There Done That” evening event for 

freshmen and transfer student families 

August 22
First day of school (Blue Day)

September 23 - 28
Homecoming Week

Glenbrook North:
August 12

IHSA fall sports begin

August 19
Freshmen Orientation

Transfer Student Orientation 

August 22
First day of school (Green Day)

September 16 - 21
Homecoming Week

FALL 2024-25 IMPORTANT DATES


