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REMINDER:
East Irondequoit’s Bus Purchase Vote Prioritizes
D ISTR I CT VOTE Safety, Sustainability, and Fiscal Responsibility

The East Irondequoit Central School District is proposing a
NO TAX IN CREASE $10,772,000 bus purchase plan that reflects a balanced approach to
environmental responsibility and operational reliability. The propo-
: sition, which will go to a public vote on December 9, 2025, includes
December 9' 202 5 the purchase of two electric buses and a number of conventional
school buses. This plan ensures the district can continue providing
6 a.m. - 9 p_ m. safe, dependable transportation for students while maintaining fis-
cal responsibility and imposing no tax increase on residents. The
purchase will be funded through three sources: $4,072,741 from
the bus purchase reserve, $164,259 from the transportation capital
reserve, and $6,535,000 from state aid.

EASTRIDGE HIGH SCHOOL

The district is nearing the end of its 2017 voter authorization for purchasing school buses, and a new proposition
is required to approve the next round of replacements. Additionally, New York State mandates that all new school
bus purchases must be zero-emission starting in 2027, with full fleet conversion required by 2035. By purchasing
two electric buses now, East Irondequoit can begin testing their performance, identifying operational challenges,
and building the necessary infrastructure to support a full transition in the future. Electric buses are currently in
high demand due to the state mandate, so limiting the initial purchase allows the district to continue acquiring
conventional buses in the meantime to keep the fleet running smoothly.

A key component of the district’s transportation strategy is its bus replacement cycle. This cycle is designed to
uphold the highest safety standards while keeping long-term costs low. By replacing buses on a predictable sched-
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THE ROAD TO LEARNING:
BUS INVESTMENT BY
THE NUMBERS

27 1 ROUTES

There are 271 bus routes
driven daily to transport
students to and from
school and activities.

2 2 SPECIAL
PROGRAMS

We transport East Irondequoit

students to 221 special

programs and 91 buildings
throughout the county.

MILLION

MILES
All of these routes add
up to nearly a million
miles on our buses
each year.

e e e e e - -

YEARS
Mini buses are

replaced every five years and
full-sized buses every seven
years to maintain the highest
safety standards and get the
most out of trade in value.

East Irondequoit’s Bus Purchase Vote

(continued from front page)
ule, the district benefits from reduced repair costs, minimized
parts and inventory needs, and access to newer, more reliable
equipment. This proactive approach helps avoid costly emer-
gency repairs and supports efficient budgeting for transporta-
tion needs, ultimately saving taxpayer money.

East Irondequoit’s transportation department plays a vital role
in the daily lives of students and families, with district buses
logging nearly one million miles each year. Maintaining a de-
pendable fleet is essential to ensuring safe and timely trans-
portation across the community. The proposed purchase of
conventional buses will support the district’s regular replace-
ment cycle and ensure continued reliability while awaiting fur-
ther guidance from the state on zero-emission requirements.

The vote will take place on Tuesday, December 9, 2025, from
6 a.m. to 9 p.m. at Eastridge High School, located at 2350 East
Ridge Road, and residents will be asked to vote on a single
proposition authorizing the bus purchase.

What's on the Ballot?

The official ballot wording states:

Shall the Board of Education of the East Irondequoit Central
School District, Monroe County, New York, be authorized to
purchase school buses, including incidental equipment and
other incidental expenses in connection therewith, at a maxi-
mum estimated cost of $10,772,000, and that $4,072,741 mon-
ies from the Bus Purchase Reserve Fund and $164,259 monies
from the Transportation Capital Reserve Fund shall be used
to pay a portion thereof, and that the remaining $6,535,000, or
so much thereof as may be necessary, shall be raised by the
levy of a tax upon the taxable property of said School District
and collected in annual installments as provided by Section
416 of the Education Law; and in anticipation of such tax, ob-
ligations of said School District shall be issued.

Why does the official ballot say that the remaining
$6,535,000 will be paid from the tax levy?

The ballot is worded this way because, by law, if the expected
$6,535,000 in state aid does not come through, the district
would need to cover the cost using its budget, and raising the
tax levy is a potential funding source. However, state aid for
capital improvements and bus purchases has always been
reliably provided in the past. If there were ever a shortfall,
the district would cover the cost in a way that does not pass
the burden on to taxpayers, or we would not go forward with
the bus purchase.



Frequently Asked Questions: %

. Isn’t State Aid just my tax dollars, too?

How can you make this purchase without impacting my taxes? Buses will be
The $10,772,000 purchase will be funded through three sources: $4,072,741
from the Bus Purchase Reserve Fund and $164,259 from the Transpor- urchased
tation Capital Reserve Fund, both of which were established with voter
approval in previous votes. These reserve funds are specifically desig- \ with l
nated for transportation-related expenses and cannot be used for other

NO TAX

purposes. The remaining $6,535,000 will come from state aid. Because the
funding is drawn from these dedicated reserves and state support, this

plan will not result in any tax increase for residents. I N CR EAS E

Yes, it is. The New York State Legislature has given all districts an opportunity to use tax dollars col-
lected across the state for transportation needs. This is a chance to keep those tax dollars within our
community, ensuring student safety and reducing the amount of money the district would need to pur-
chase the buses, rather than these funds going to districts elsewhere in the state.

. Why do we need to buy electric buses?

The district is nearing the end of its 2017 voter authorization for purchasing school buses, a new prop-
osition is needed to approve the next round of replacements. Additionally, New York State requires all
new school bus purchases to be zero-emission starting in 2027, with full fleet conversion by 2035. By
purchasing two electric buses now, the district can test their performance, address any challenges and
build the proper infrastructure before transitioning the entire fleet. This would also allow the district
to receive a waiver on additional electric bus purchases until at least 2029. Since electric buses are in
high demand due to the mandate, buying just two buses now also allows the district to continue pur-
chasing conventional buses in the meantime to keep the fleet running smoothly.

. How do | know if | am qualified to vote?

East Irondequoit residents are eligible to vote if you are a U.S. citizen; have lived in the district for at
least 30 days prior to the vote; and are at least 18 years old by the day of the vote. You do not have to
be registered to be eligible to vote, but proof of residency is required. A driver’s license, tax return,
police i.d., or personal check are all acceptable forms of residency.

. What if | am unable to vote in person, can | vote by absentee ballot?

Residents unable to vote because of disabilities, illness, travel or other reasons listed as valid under
the NYS education law, may request applications for absentee ballots by contacting the District Clerk
at 339-1210 or by visiting our website: eastiron.org/page/voter-information. To receive a ballot in the
mail residents must file their application with the district clerk no later than Tuesday, December 2,
2025, or to pick up their ballot in person they must file their application through Monday, December 8,
2025. Ballots must be returned to the Administrative Office no later than 5 p.m. on Tuesday, December
9, 2025. No ballots can be accepted at the polling place. Ballots received later than 5 p.m., on Tuesday,
December 9, cannot be accepted under State Education Law, regardless of the postmark date.
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Where Do | Vote?

» Eastridge High School,
2350 Ridge Road East

» Voting polls are open from
6a.m.-9p.m.

* Follow signs for designated
voter parking and voting
entrance
Don’t forget your ID or valid

Para ver este D I STRI CT . proof of residency

boletin en

esplaﬁ9(;._ escaag.ee VOTE Buses will be
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6am-9pm
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Vote Purchase Highlights:

Purchase of conventional buses to maintain bus replacement schedule.
Purchase of 2 electric buses to pilot in compliance of the New York State Zero
Emission Bus Mandate.

All purchases will be made using state aid, and the bus and transportation capi-
tal reserve funds, resulting in no tax increase to residents.



