Overview

Horry County Schools (HCS) opened a replacement building for Whittemore Park Middle School (WPMS). We
documented the construction process, held a ribbon-cutting ceremony, and created a Legacy Room in the new
building to honor the school’s extensive history in the community.

Research

WPMS has a history dating back roughly 150 years. It began as Whittemore School, a segregated school for
African Americans in Conway. The county's schools were fully integrated in 1970, at which time Whittemore was
renamed and lost its identity. Its faculty and alumni grieved the loss of one of their community touchstones
then, and they grieved again when the Whittemore High building was torn down in the late 1980s, according to
our interviews and several newspaper articles from the period. (Article 1, Article 2, Article 3)

A new building was constructed on that site and opened in 1991, taking the name WPMS in honor of the site’s
history. However, that building is now over 30 years old, overcrowded, and in need of significant maintenance.
HCS leadership voted to erect a new building in a different location, which caused community members to
contact HCS employees and board members with their concerns. The City of Conway also asked for the old
WPMS building to be donated to serve as a community center, especially in light of the old Whittemore
Elementary building burning in 2023 and subsequently being demolished.

HCS saw this opportunity to not only build a new school but also develop a support base in the community by
honoring the Whittemore legacy. We wanted to get community members in the school and establish rapport
with them, which would be measurable by attendance at the Legacy Room opening and school ribbon-cutting
event, as well as by favorable reactions in the Legacy Room, on social media, and in the press.

Planning

We coordinated with the HCS Support Services Department, primarily its Facilities Department branch, to
determine timelines for the building’s phase completion. The largest part of our involvement in the project was
developing a plan for the Legacy Room, which we worked closely with several members of the Facilities
Department to do so.

We established key roles for the project, including an interviewer and interdepartmental coordinator, a research
historian and copywriter, a Whittemore alumni liaison, and a videographer, graphic designer, and web/social
media manager.

Given the school’s history, we visited the International African American Museum in Charleston, SC. There, we
met with key employees to discuss how they share their stories in a powerful yet respectful way that allows for
community engagement and how we could replicate some of that work on a smaller scale. We also met with
leaders of the Horry County Museum and the Whittemore Alumni Association to discuss the potential inclusion
of artifacts in the Legacy Room and appropriate contents to represent the history of the community and school.

We developed a list of Whittemore High alumni and faculty members active in the community, several of whom
serve as community leaders. Our alumni liaison arranged times for them to come in and interview. We planned
to interview them and share those interview videos as part of the Legacy Room in some way.

We researched the extensive history of the school using local, state, and university databases, websites, and
periodicals to create timelines and maps with associated historical photos. We also scanned in donated/loaned
yearbooks dating back to 1953 to develop a digital library of Whittemore yearbooks for community members to
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view online and in the Legacy Room.

HCS incorporated the project budget into the building costs for the new WPMS. Costs included a book scanner,
custom-printed wallpaper, museum-quality displays, and some decorations for the ribbon-cutting ceremony.
The building costs already included regular display shelving and an interactive whiteboard that could serve as a
video display unit.

Implementation

In early 2024, we began filming interviews, scanning yearbooks, and collecting photos for the Legacy Room’s
wallpaper. We created photo collages that fit the various wall portions of the Legacy Room, then handed those
files over to Facilities to have the wallpaper printed and installed at the appropriate phase of construction.

Over the remainder of the school year and part of the summer, we recorded interviews with 11 Whittemore High
alumni and faculty. We combined these interviews with yearbook and other historical photos, plus research
about the school’s history, to create a documentary about the school that plays as part of the Legacy Room’s
looping video programming. We also took the yearbook scans and compiled them into a digital library. We
created shortcuts to this digital library on the iPads dedicated to the Legacy Room and posted the link on the
Legacy Room webpage.

To create videos about the new school building, we took photos and videos of the construction process and
interviewed key Facilities Department members. As the school neared completion, we shared_this video with the
Board of Education, later posted it on YouTube, and included it in the Legacy Room’s looping programming.

In early July 2024, we created an invitation for the WPMS ribbon cutting and Legacy Room grand opening event.
We sent it to select community members, district leaders, and media and encouraged them to share it with
others they thought would be interested in attending.

After the WPMS ribbon-cutting and Legacy Room grand opening in July 2024, we compiled footage to create a_
video highlighting the joint event. We shared that video on social media and included it in the Legacy Room’s
looping programming. On the same day as the joint event, we posted photos and a brief write-up about it on
several social media platforms.

We made a video about the first day of school in the new building, interviewing students and faculty, which we
shared on social media in August 2024.

The Whittemore Park Legacy Room had a profound impact, as evidenced by the overwhelming online and in-
person response.

e Social media posts about the Legacy Room and ribbon-cutting event garnered high engagement, with at
least 70 shares, 30 comments, and 330 reactions from alumni, students, and residents.

e Print and digital news outlets extensively covered the event, highlighting its historical significance and
community value.

e In-person comments from attendees reflected deep appreciation for the effort to preserve Whittemore's
history, with many visitors expressing gratitude for the opportunity to reconnect with their past through
the exhibits and digital archives.

e The grand opening event drew a large crowd, demonstrating strong community interest and support for the
project.

These metrics indicate that our handling of the new school's opening and the creation of the Legacy Room
established a meaningful connection with the community, preserving the school’s historical significance while
fostering future engagement.

The project's next steps could include creating an app or web page dedicated to the Legacy Room, which WPMS
faculty and students can curate and add to as the school’s history progresses.
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Evidence

Website compiling Legacy Room resources: www.horrycountyschools.net/WhittemorelLegacy

Ribbon-Cutting Ceremony video: https://youtu.be/O7uc1DbSEqU?si=RComQ0aVV5UrSVus

Building new Whittemore Park Middle video: https://youtu.be/wXNIwJ4xZt8?si=40g_shw4jm_Nvs-B

First day at Whittemore Park Middle video: https://youtu.be/NvML8xvOLlGI?si=UAb5euAm3qyv_yz 3

YouTube channel: https:/www.youtube.com/@Whittemorel egacy-SC
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Video: https://youtu.be/13JLdoTaz8c?si=OMULODV|CnKpdtUz

Flipsnack of scanned yearbooks: https:/www.flipsnack.com/hcsflipbook/whittemore-park-high-school-
yearbooks/full-view.html

Ribbon cutting and Legacy Room grand opening invitation:
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