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CCPS Announces Winners of the 2026 Helen Ruffin Reading Bowl

JONESBORO - Clayton County Public Schools (CCPS) is excited to announce the winners of the 2026
CCPS Helen Ruffin Reading Bowl, the largest ever held in the district. The event was held on Saturday,
February 21, 2026, at Mundy’s Mill High School (MMHS). A total of 34 elementary schools, 25 secondary
(middle and high) schools from across the district participated in the annual competition, showcasing a
passion for literacy and reading comprehension. For the first time, teams from a state charter school, Dubois
Integrity Academy, and the Clayton County Public Library were welcomed to the competition!

The event followed the traditional reading bowl format, with teams using quizzing buzzers to answer
questions about the award-nominated books. As the six-round competition concluded, each student received
a free book to add to their home library and voted for the books nominated for the Georgia Children’s Book
Award and the Georgia Peach Book Award for Teen Readers. Then, teams gathered in the MMHS
gymnasium for a dance party ahead of the final award announcements.

The first and second-place teams in each level will advance to the Metro Regional Helen Ruffin Reading
Bowl at Clayton State University on Saturday, February 28, 2026.

2026 CCPS Helen Ruffin Reading Bowl Winners

Elementary School Winners:

First Place — Anderson Elementary (Advances to Metro Region Helen Ruffin Reading Bowl)

Second Place — Unidos Dual Language Elementary (Advances to Metro Region Helen Ruffin Reading Bowl)
Third Place — Smith Elementary

Middle School Winners:

First Place - Elite Scholars Academy Middle (4dvances to Metro Region Helen Ruffin Reading Bowl)
Second Place - Babb Middle (Advances to Metro Region Helen Ruffin Reading Bowl)

Third Place - Mundy’s Mill Middle

High School Winners:

First Place - Elite Scholars Academy High (4dvances to Metro Region Helen Ruffin Reading Bowl)
Second Place - Morrow High (Advances to Metro Region Helen Ruffin Reading Bowl)

Third Place - Drew High

CCPS extends its gratitude to the dedicated coaches and talented students for an outstanding day of
competition. Special appreciation is given to the more than 100 volunteers who assisted in managing
competition rooms and ensuring a seamless event. Additionally, we thank the administrators, teachers,
support staff, parents, and siblings who provided encouragement and support to our students. Lastly, we
congratulate all participating schools and look forward to cheering on our advancing teams as they compete
at the regional level!

To view images from the event, here.
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About Clayton County Public Schools: Clayton County Public Schools (CCPS) is fully accredited by Cognia. The district offers a focused world-class program
based on a challenging curriculum which is taught from pre-kindergarten through 12th grade. Serving over 50,000 students, Clayton County Public Schools is
ranked among the 100 largest school districts in the U.S. and is the sixth-largest school system in Georgia.
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